TOWAMENSING TRAILS
PROPERTY OWNERS

TRAILS TOPICS
June/July 2022
Memorial day being the unPresidents Report
official start of summer and
the opening of our pool and lake, brings us much traffic and congestion at parking areas especially the lake. Please take note that there
is a new entrance to the beach and badges will be checked immediately upon entering. Also, as we do every year speed limits have
been reduced to 15 mph approaching Penn Forest Trail and Browning, fines will be given out in these areas.
For the second time this year vandalism has occurred at the ballfield and bocce ball court. These areas are off-limits to all four wheel
ATVs. We now have a fourth trash compactor up and running on the
end where we previously had two open dumpsters.
Please Recycle !

VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN TWO CANDIDATES
• Each property owner will receive one (1) ballot for each property owned, provided the financial obligation (s) for the respective lot (s) have been paid as reflected on the books of the POA by May 31, 2022; thus, property owners may vote
as many ballots as they have properties. Even if more than one name is listed for
a lot, only one ballot may be cast for that lot.
• No write in candidates will be accepted.
• Only the colored ballots included with this letter will be accepted. Any copies
will be disqualified.
• Use only the enclosed return envelope for the ballot.
• Ballot must be returned in an Envelope within an envelope.
• The exterior envelope must be signed for verification along with the lot number and section (i.e. a V for section 5 or DP for section 6).
• Please write in your 911 house address, your Lot number (as listed on your
photo ID badge) and the section is also required.
Unsigned envelopes will not be counted.
ALL BALLOTS MUST BE RETURNED VIA UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AND RECEIVED AT THE ALBRIGHTSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA POST OFFICE NO LATER THAN
3:00 P.M., FRIDAY, July 22,2022. THE TEEPEE CANNOT ACCEPT BALLOTS.

Special points of interest:
• If you have an emergency
call 911. If you need to
reach security please call
570-722-9563

• The deadline for the next
issue is July 1, 2022.
• Before beginning any work
outside of your home please
contact the office to inquire
if a permit is needed.
• You must obtain a burn permit before any kind of outdoor fire.
• The Civil Penalty members
would like to remind Property Owners that the Property Owner must be present when burning.
• All vehicles in Towamensing
Trails must have a valid vehicle pass displayed at all
times.
• The Publications Committee
welcomes suggestions or
comments regarding this
issue or any past or future
issues. You may respond
via email:

office@towamensing.com
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Dates to Remember
GAME ROOM
NOTICE:
THE GAME
ROOM WILL
BE CLOSED
ON
WENESDAYS
AND
THURSDAYS
UNTIL
FURTHER
NOTICE

July 2 & 3

Game Room
Closed

July 2

ACC Meeting

July 4

OFFICE CLOSED

July 9

BOD Meeting 10am

July 23

NO Civil Penalty Meeting

July 23

Election Vote Count

July 30

Funday POA Pavilion

August 6

ACC Meeting

August 13 BOD Meeting 10am
August 27 Civil Penalty Meeting

Activities
Committee
Save the
date:
FUN DAY!
July 30,
2022
Fun for The
Whole
Family

Tri State Security
Noise/Nusiance
Fire Works
Disorderly Conduct

6

Dog

0

Trash/Illegal Dumping
Illegal Parking
Stop Sign
Speeding
Other Violations
Burglaries
Theft
Suspicious Activity

6

TTPOA/BOD Request

0

4
0

38
4

0
0
0
0

0
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Lake Committee Newsletter Article
Looking back, we kicked off our season in April with our trout stocking
and opening day trout season. Despite the blistery cold weather inclusive
of a snow squall, we again had a great turnout to participate in the stocking. Given all the trout being harvested it has been a very successful program. The trout seem to be thriving in the lake and its enjoyable to have
them as part of our lake’s fish community.
As many people know the Board of Directors installed the lake aeration
system as planned and we thank them for the quick action that was needed. That said, we must be patient with the process as it may take time for
the system to assist the lake in repairing its ecosystem to the point that
the rain fed bacteria is dissolved quickly with as little downtime as possible. For all our boaters out there, it is recommended to get mushroom
style boat anchors for your boat, which will mitigate the possibility of
hooking one of the newly installed aeriation lines.
A lot of fun awaits us this year as we will be stocking bass and blue gills
on June 17th at 3:00 PM at both the Marina and Clubhouse. That will be
followed by our Annual Teach a Kid to Fish Day being held behind the
clubhouse on June 18th at 9:00 AM. Last year we had a record turnout,
great food, and drinks, but most importantly many smiling faces. Stay
tuned for updates later in the year for this big event.
Lastly, the Board of Directors plans to add kayak rentals to the paddle
boat area as an additional amenity for those of us who do not own a boat.
There are more and more people on the lake each new season so please
enjoy the lake and practice safety, whether it be the use of the swimming
area, boating or fishing.
We hope to see you all at the lake!

THE REAL LADIES OF TOWAMENSING TRAILS
March is a fun month for the ladies. We started with a
bracelet class and discovered the ladies are talented designers.
In March we took line dancing classes, a good time for all
while getting a workout. We plan to continue dance classes
Through the summer. April found us visiting the Slatington
market, a large building filled with antiques. We tried a new
spot for lunch in Slatington called "The Shack ''. The ladies enjoyed the food. Celebrated April birthdays with lunch
at "Bear Creek Cafe''. We recommend The Cafe. They have
a gift shop as well filled with treasures. Several ladies travelled to Ambler to visit the "Three Stooges museum" . A
good time was had by all. Hoping May brings us warmer
days to ramble to new destinations.
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Don’t attract bears; take down bird feeders:

There have been many bear sightings in our area lately. Though they may be cute and
seeing a mother bear with her cubs from a distance can be the thrill of a lifetime, however, a bear encounter can also lead to a very dangerous situation, especially if you startle
the animal, inadvertently intrude on its feeding grounds, or get too close to their offspring.
Don’t “Reward” Bears for Coming into Your Yard. Black bears are normally shy of humans
and will stay away from people and their residences. However, readily accessible bird
seed “rewards” bears for overcoming their natural fear of humans and makes them likely
to return.
Even if a bear can’t reach your feeder, the sight and smell will still attract them. Bears
have been seen sitting under feeders for hours, trying to figure out how to get them
down. Bears are very fond of suet and bird seed, especially black sunflower seeds. Bringing feeders in at night
doesn’t work, because bears will still feed on see that is
spilled on the ground. Bird feeding can benefit birds and
also provides great bird watching opportunities from your
own backyard.
Ideally, you should avoid using any type of birdfeeder during bear season. As an alternative to hummingbird
feeders, try planting red or pink native flowers which are
know to appeal to hummingbirds. Bird baths are another great way to attract birds to
your yard, without attracting bears.
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Please Don’t Feed the Deer
High densities of deer at feed sites create increased competition and stress within and
among deer and other wildlife. The stress from crowding and competitive aggression

weakens deer immune systems. Social hierarchies prevent the deer most susceptible to
starvation (fawns and those that already weakened) from feeding. Most of the supplemental in feed, in reality is consumed by a small number of deer, and they are the same

deer that got their choice of food in the autumn and were able to put on a thick layer of
fat. Deer in the poorest condition don’t get fed, yet waste energy they can’t afford to
lose by traveling to feed sites with the herd.

While feeding deer may enhance wildlife viewing, research has shown that supplemental
feeding leads to increased disease risk, long-term habitat de-

struction, increased vehicle collisions, habitation to humans and
alteration of other deer behavior-

al patterns.
In winter, deer normally move
less and rest more to conserve energy and safeguard their fat reserves. Feeding can lure

deer away from protected areas and entice them to move further than they otherwise
would, several times a day, often for a small amount of food or perhaps none at all. Feed
sites are often in open areas, where deer are exposed to cold winds, causing them to
lose body heat, requiring them to consume even more calories to stay warm. If the feed
is near roadways, it increases the likelihood of vehicle collisions. Feeding areas lure deer
away from natural wintering areas, increase energy loss and often lead to malnutrition
and even death. So please… Don’t feed the Deer.
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Alpacas in the Poconos !
Want to visit and feed Alpacas? Well its only a short car ride away in Effort.
The Pohopoco Creek Alpaca farm is a fun place to bring the kids to meet
these beautiful animals up close and personal. The farm is on 72 acres and
has approximately 20 alpacas ranging in age. It is $7.00 per person for
admission but you must make an appointment ahead of time to visit. There
is a gift shop on the premises featuring items made from the alpaca’s high
quality fleece. You can purchase items such as socks, throws, hats and yarn
all made from the alpaca’s soft warm fleece. Alpacas resemble small
llamas and are indigenous to South America. They like high altitudes and
cold weather. One alpaca can produce about 8-10 lbs. of fleece annually.
Besides learning about the alpacas, yoga enthusiasts can participate in a
one hour yoga session starting in May.
The cost is $30.00 per session and the class is given overlooking the beautiful farm.
So if you are interested in visiting or attending a yoga session go to Alpacas
in the Poconos !
www.pohopococreekalpacas.com for more information or call 570-2423587. The farm is located at 216 Merwinsburg Road in Effort.

Where’d That Name Come From? Mountain Laurel
For years, my parents would make sure to drive
through Hickory Run State Park in June to see the
Mountain Laurels in bloom. While you can see the
pink, white and red blooms in bunches all along the
roadways, we were sure to see them at the park. It is
such a beautiful sight to see. Mountain Laurel does
particularly well in the Appalachian Mountains and
can be found in much of the eastern United States.
The flowers of mountain laurel will soon be in bloom
and viewed all throughout the PA Wilds region. Visit
www.pawilds.com Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia)
was designated as PA’s official state flower in 1933.
But where did it get its name? The mountain laurel
gets its name from the Swedish naturalist Peter
Kalm. The “Mountain “portion of its name is likely
due to mountainous habitat where it is typically
found. It is a shrub native to the eastern United States (from southern Maine to northern Florida and west to Indiana and Louisiana). The” Laurel” part is likely a reference to bay laurel,
since the foliage is similar. Bay laurel produces bay leaves used in cooking and was a wellknown plant to most botanically-educated Europeans.
The Mountain Laurel grows wild in every county in Pennsylvania. Each single bush produces
many flowers, so a hillside of blooming bushes looks spectacular. The PA state flower is actually an evergreen shrub that’s related to the rhododendron. It reaches between 6-10 feet tall.
Its first blossoms open in late May and peak bloom usually comes mid-June. Many nature lovers head to the mountains to catch the flower in bloom.
Fun Facts:
Mountain laurels were first discovered in America in 1624.
Native American people fashioned spoons, pipes and trowels (tools used for gardening) out of
the bark of the mountain laurel, which they called “spoon wood or spoon tree.”
The mountain laurel is said to be a symbol of perseverance, most likely due to its substantial
geographical range.
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SPRING CLEANING
The Activities committee as well as
volunteers from the community gathered
on Saturday May 7th at the pavilion to
spruce up our neighborhood.
A map was laid out and each crew
picked a section to clean. Garbage bags, vests and
gloves were supplied. But before the crews sprung
into action coffee and freshly made muffins were
available. Yet Mother Nature wasn’t on our side the
rain didn’t stop our volunteers
from doing a fantastic job.
Thanks to all.

Country Western Night
Another great time was had by all at the annual TLTC Country Western Night! On April
30, Cowboys and Cowgirls danced the night
away to the sounds of DJ John Martell.
Line Dancing was the specialty of the Ladies
and a few Gents. They danced the “Two
Step”, “The Boot Skootin Boogie” and even
treated side-liners to the “Electric Slide”.
To add to the festive atmosphere, the TLTC
was bedecked rodeo style while all cowhands
came dressed in Western themed shirts,
boots and hats.
Special thanks to organizers Brian and Sue Denham and to all who helped decorate. Great
time!!

TREASURER’S REPORT

4/30/2022

Cash Assets
Operating Funds

$1,244,440.88

Reserves

$2,296,368.33

Dam Bond

$237,441.15

Lake/Dam Preservation

$622,000.00

Contingency Fund

$131,544.46

Committees

$3,672.50

Total

$4,535,467.32

Best –Ever Gazpacho Soup
2 lbs. tomatoes - quartered
2 peeled cucumbers -peeled & chopped
1/2 red bell pepper - chopped
1clove garlic - chopped
2 tbsp red vine vinegar
1/2 cup water
1/3 cup EV Olive Oil
kosher salt/pepper
2 slices bread
basil
Blend all ingredients in a food processor
or a blender till smooth, add oil to combine, S&P to taste. add more vinegar if
needed. Make croutons from bread and
add basil to serve.
395 calories, 3 servings, prep time 15 min.
total time to make 25 min. Enjoy.

TLTC NEWSLETTER
Ray Forlano
Dean DeFelippes
Pete Monico
Janet Jensen
Rich Gericke
Mike Kelly

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director

ENTERTAINMENT
JULY 2

Long Time Coming Band
5pm- 9pm

JULY 3

Who Knows Band
5pm- 9pm

JULY 16

3pm3pm2pm12pm12pm-

Avenue J 5pm-9pm on deck

New kitchen manager
Winnie

10pm
10pm
12am
12am
8pm

BAR MENU AVAILABLE
Mon-Tue-Wed
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

on deck

The TLTC would like to welcome our

TLTC
722-8582
Summer Hours
Mon-Tue-Wed
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

on deck

5PM8PM
5PM8PM
4PM- 10PM
12PM- 10PM
12PM- 8PM

Monday

Darts and Trivia

Tuesday

Texas Hold-m
Open shuffleboard

Wednesday

Corn Hole Night

Thursday

Open shuffleboard

Saturday

Open shuffleboard

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT TLTCLIVE
Our online store is open for TLTC shirts etc.

Towamensing Trails Security:

570-722-9563

TTPOA Office:
570-722-0302
Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 3pm Sunday Closed
TTPOA Web Site: www.towamensing.com
TTPOA Email:
office@towamensing.com

Penn Forest Fire Departments:
Fire Company #1 (Route 903):
Fire Company #2 (Route 534):
Albrightsville (Route 534):

570-325-4203
570-722-0555
570-722-8325

Borough and Township Offices:
Carbon County Office:

570-325-3611

Penn Forest Township:

570-325-2768

Trails Lake and Tennis Club:
570-722-8582
TLTC Web Site: www.tltclive.com

Medical:

Police Department (non-emergency):
Carbon County Sheriff:
570-325-2821
Fern Ridge Police Department: 570-646-2271

St. Luke’s Lehighton Campus:
Lehigh Valley Hospital:
Geisinger:

Postal Service:
Albrightsville Post Office:

US Veterans Hospital:
570-722-9493

St. Luke’s Care NOW

866-785-8537
570-421-4000
570-808-7300
570-824-3521
570-325-2400

St. Luke’s Monroe Campus Hospital 272-212-1000

