
TRAILS  

TOPICS 

Office closings 

December 24th  Closing 1pm 

December 25th Closed 

December 31st Closing 1pm 

January 1st  Closed  

TOWAMENSING TRAILS  PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

      DECEMBER  ~ January 2022 

 

 We need all of our property   

owners to update their addresses 

phone numbers and e-mail.  

 

 Please contact the office if you 

would like to be included in the 

emergency management messag-

ing service, you will need texting 

services on your cell phone.  

 

 Towamensing Trails POA has no 

affiliation with Facebook or any 

other social media. 

 

 All properties with homes must 

have a 911 number  displayed. 

Please follow the Penn Forest 

Township Ordinance for 911 

signs. 

 

 Burning requires a permit, only 

property owners may burn. 

Presidents Report 

 

As we close the year and start another one, now is a good time to review where we 

stand and how we move forward.  The pandemic has created challenges as well as op-

portunities at Towamensing Trails.  While we have suffered closures and price increas-

es, we have also seen a desire for more people to move and build in the Poconos.  More 

homes are being built, and more people are coming here to enjoy the great outdoor op-

portunities that both our community and the surrounding area offer. Please keep in mind 

that though we are adding many new homes, our assessments are based on lots, so we 

do not increase our assessment revenue with these new homes.  That becomes a chal-

lenge as our community ages and our amenities move closer to capacity. The Board is 

constantly looking for ways to do things smarter and find ways to improve our ameni-

ties. 

Many of you already know that we are putting in a new aeration system for our lake to 

mitigate our closures due to e-coli. We are also looking to understand the root causes of 

the e-coli build-up including geese management and septic systems. 

Other long-term projects include utilizing our ball field for additional play areas and 

amenities, while exploring how we can expand our beach.  

We are currently installing a new accounting and management system in the office that 

will allow for better and more efficient reporting, while allowing each owner to go 

online to their own account and accomplish many of the things they previously needed 

to go to the office to accomplish.  We will also begin to accept credit cards or debit 

cards for all transactions.  

Also, starting with the New Year, property owners who are renting their homes must be 

licensed with Penn Forest Township and show proof of that in order to receive any rent-

al package.  The ordinance can be found on their website: pennforesttownship.org. 

Many more of you are joining us for our monthly board meetings, which are now avail-

able via Zoom.  Please register by going to www.towamensing.com under community 

updates.  Some of you may be experiencing issues with signing on.  We are working 

with Zoom to try to correct these issues. Our board meetings are always at 10am on the 

second Saturday of the month. 
 
 

A message to our Property Owners 

By now you should have received your 2022 Invoices. Thank you to those 
that have already paid. Payments are due and payable by January 01, 2022. 

Please mail your payments as soon as possible to avoid any additional charges. 

Payments received by the bank or this office after the due date will incur a late 

fee as of January 08, 2022 and a second late fee on April 01, 2022.  

http://www.towamensing.com


            SAVE THE DATES 

 

December 04, 2021:  Lake Preservation Meeting 9am (Teepee) 

December 04, 2021: ACC Meeting 10am (Teepee) 

December 04, 2021:  Tree Lighting 4:30pm (Community Center) 

December 11, 2021: Board of Directors Meeting 10am (Teepee) 

December 21, 2021:  Publications Meeting 11:00am (Teepee) 

December 24, 2021: Office is closed at 1pm 

December 25, 2021: OFFICE IS CLOSED 

December 31, 2020: Office is closed at 1pm 

 

January 01, 2022:  OFFICE IS CLOSED 

January 11, 2022:  Board of Directors Meeting 10am (Teepee) 

January 18, 2022:  Emergency Management Meeting 9:30am 

(Teepee) 

January 18, 2022:  Publications Meeting 11am (Teepee) 

January 25, 2022:  Civil Penalty Meeting (closed) 

 

 

 

 

SOUP & HOW WE KNOW IT TODAY 
 

Soup is a primary liquid food, generally served warm or hot. It is made by combining ingredients of meat and or vegeta-

bles with stock or water. Soup was first known as "SOP" which was a medieval dish of bread to soak up the liquid. The 

common ingredients in soup are juice, veggies, meat, stock & water. If you have the above ingredients and salt & pepper 
& some spices and you are all set to make soup.  

French Onion soup was thought to have been made & consumed during the days of the Roman Empire. It made its way 

to France during the 18th century. Onion soup has been popular thru out history. It was first seen as food for the poor 

people as onions were plentiful and easy to grow. 

                                                         

In a large pot heat butter & oil. Slice all the onions very thin, brown them till soft & tender. Add garlic & Worcestershire 

sauce .Mix well and stir for a few minutes. Then add the beef broth & bullion cubes. 

Simmer for 30-45 minutes. Then add gravy master & taste. If needed add salt & pepper. 
 

To serve use French bread or a baguette and Gruyere cheese I sometimes use croutons and shredded cheese. 

It makes a lot & freezes well. 

FRENCH ONION SOUP 

One 3 lb. bag of yellow onions 
2 sweet Vidalia onions 
2 boxes of beef broth 
1/2 stick butter or margarine 

2 tablespoons of olive oil 
  

1 clove garlic 
2 bullion cubes )beef) 
2 table spoons of Worcestershire  sauce 
1/2 teaspoon of gravy master or kitchen 

bouquet (optional but gives a dark color & 
flavor) 

This Year's Tree Lighting 

Ceremony will be on        

Saturday, December 04, 

2021 Starting at 4:30 pm, 

Come and join the Activities 

Committee members for 

some Hot Chocolate before 

the grand lighting event to 

be held at 5:00 pm sharp 



 

LET’S BE RESPONSIBLE & RECYCLE 

 

We enjoy single-stream recycling here.  That means all our recyclables can be placed in one bin, no sorting needed. 

The following are acceptable & can be mixed together:  clear, brown, green glass, plastic containers with 

symbols 1 through 7, steel & tin cans, & aluminum food & beverage containers. 

All paper products, newsprint, printer paper, cereal boxes, junk mail, magazines, cardboard, etc. 

Items not allowed include:  wax coated paper & boxes, any material with food debris, & plastic bags of any 

kind. 

Batteries, Styrofoam, &  light bulbs all require special handling & can’t be accepted. 

Mirrors, window glass, glass cookware, perfume bottles, coat hangers & wire are not allowed. 

No wood or yard waste or hazardous or toxic substances. 

Just remember items MUST BE FREE OF FOOD DEBRIS & ALL LIDS & BOTTLE CAPS REMOVED. 

Please break down large boxes as they make it hard for others to use the bin.   

Also NO PIZZA BOXES  anything with grease will contaminate the whole batch of recycling.  If food parti-

cles or grease cannot be removed just throw it into the trash bin instead.  More info is available at the TeePee 

to pick up & use. 

If done properly recycling is a good source of income for our community.  Please keep this guide handy so 

everyone in your household can follow these guidelines.  

 



Advisory & Planning Update 

About a dozen volunteers helped with the cleanup at the 

front entrance in September.  It was a great morning that 

started with some coffee and donuts.  Our volunteers pulled 

weeds and trimmed bushes and trees to revitalize the ap-

pearance at the entrance.  Raised planting beds that were 

coming apart were repaired and the nursery stone border 

was power washed.  We planned to paint the large 

“Welcome to Towamensing Trails” signs, but decided it 

would be better to replace the wood frame in the coming 

months.  A huge Thank You to all of our volunteers and 

maintenance for all your help! 

 

Dimmick Memorial Library - Penn Kidder Branch  

 

 

For residents of Lehigh and Carbon Counties 

The Dimmick Memorial Library is located in Jim Thorpe. They offer many services, programs, genealogy 

and much more.  Visit their web site for updated information. 

 

Right in our back yard is the Penn Kidder Branch; it is located right out of Towamensing Trails on route 903. 

The Penn Kidder Branch offers reference service, computer access, free Wi-Fi access, copy machine (15 

cents a page), Fax services ($1.00 per page), Summer read- ing programs, weekly Wednesday pre-

school        Storytime and more! Check them out on Face- book! 

Penn Kidder Branch 2588 Route 903, Albrightsville 

570-722-0300 

www.dimmicklibrary.org   Visit their website and create an account and request a library card. 

Hours: 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 2:00-6:00 

Wednesday & Saturday: 10:00-2:00 

Closed: Sunday, Monday and Holidays 
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Update on the Lake 

To close out the season, the Lake Committee wanted to provide the residents of Towamensing Trails 

with an update on the actions being taken to mitigate the bacteria situation at the lake.  Although the 

seasons have changed, we must remain vigilant to solve the problem in time for next year’s swimming 

season.  As of this publication, the Board of Directors recently decided to move forward with two spe-

cific actions.  First, and most importantly a company called Clean-Flo will be contracted with to pro-

vide a whole lake oxygenation system to assist the lake in ridding itself of the harmful bacteria that 

enters the lake through stormwater runoff.  This will be a complex and expensive investment, but one 

that is vitally important in preserving our most treasured natural amenity for many years to come.   

Second, the board engaged a goose management service that will institute a program at the lake which 

over time will reduce goose excrement.  This program will assist in maintaining a balanced ecosystem 

for both wildlife and residents so that all can enjoy. 

Lastly, during their presentation the Clean-Flo representative pointed out that “watershed manage-

ment” should be a long-term focus for the community as a whole.  This is something that the Lake 

Committee recommended as well and is something that we will continue to research and make recom-

mendations on.    

With these initiatives underway to be implemented, we are optimistic that the lake will be a much 

healthier and a more available amenity for all to enjoy next year.  In the meantime, have a great winter 

as we look forward to seeing you at the lake! 



Winter Eagle Watching Season          

Bald eagle watching is a popular winter activity in the Pocono Mountains. In 

December through March, the Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River 

and the Lackawaxen River are special spots for sightings.  The eagles migrate 

south from Maine and parts of Canada to reach open waters in which to feed.  

Even during the coldest of winters, the waters along parts of the Upper Dela-

ware River remain open which keeps an abundant supply of fish available for 

bald eagles.  

The Upper Delaware River has the largest concentration of wintering bald eagles in Pennsylvania and is part of 

the largest wintering eagle habitat in the Northeast.   

Each winter, the Delaware Highlands Conservancy hosts guided Eagle Watch bus tours and educational events 

about the eagles.  The tour gives you lots of information or you can just go on your own.  Be sure to follow the 

guidelines on Eagle etiquette about respecting and caring for the eagles in the region. 

The Upper Delaware Visitor Center in Lackawaxen near the historic Roebling Bridge and Zane Grey Museum 

features interpretive exhibits, a short film and information on eagle-viewing. There are public eagle viewing 

sites along the rivers, so be sure to get a map of the sites.  Download a regional map indicating eagle viewing 

locations at DelawareHighlands.org/eagles 

Eagle watching can be a rewarding outdoor adventure.  Make sure to dress for the cold weather, bring a pair of 

binoculars, site map, camera and maybe some hot chocolate.  Enjoy the outdoors! 

Delaware Highlands Conservancy - 570-226-3164  DelawareHighlands.org/eagles 

THE REAL LADIS OF TOWAMENSING TRAILS 

The Real Ladies are growing new members are always wel-

come. New members bring new ideas and talents. Our craft show 

and sale was a success.  We are looking forward to November 

27th show at the pavilion from 10 to 1 pm. A lunch at Sunset 

Green was delicious and well attended by ladies. Some of us at-

tended the clubs Halloween party and transformed ourselves into 

scary and fun characters. Several of us are working hard on our 

Christmas crafts so be sure to visit us November 27th . Merry Christmas to all from your 

Ladies of Towamensing. 

Dolly Parton Imagination Library 

Children in Carbon County now have access to free, high-quality books from Dolly Parton’s Imagination Li-

brary, thanks to the Carbon County Community Foundation and St. Luke’s University Health Network – Car-

bon Campuses.  

About the Imagination Library:  The Imagination Library is a book gifting program that mails free, carefully 

curated and age-appropriate books to children from birth to age five, no matter their family’s income. Parents 

of children under the age of five who reside in Carbon County or Coaldale can register for the program by 

visiting the Registration Page at Carbon County Community Foundation’s website. Books will automatically 

be mailed each month to the child’s home, making it a fun reading package that kids can look forward to reg-

ularly. 

http://www.delawarehighlands.org/eagles
http://www.delawarehighlands.org/eagles


Using the Trails Trash Compactors 

Operating hours are, Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 7AM to 3PM, Tuesday & Thursday, 11AM to 7PM.  Saturday & 

Sunday 7AM to 7PM. 

There is a limit of 5 bags per day per vehicle with a max size of 35 gallons. 

License plate & trash permit must match the vehicle at the compactor.  Guests must get a trash pass at the Teepee & 

need the property owners written authorization. 

A rental packet must be provided by the owner or rental agent at the time of check-in.  Renters must be informed of 

trash hours & regulations. 

Leaves & brush are not allowed & a fine of $300 + costs will be levied.  Building waste, brush & household furnish-

ings can be taken to the transfer station.  TTPOA has a list of items accepted at our compactor location.  A bulk trash 

pass can be purchased at the Teepee. 

Free items placed on the roadside must be removed at dusk & only allowed for 2 days. 

The guards at the compactor request people read the signs & follow the posted directions & remember these rules.  

This way things at the compactor bins can run smoothly & problems will be avoided.   

Keep your Christmas Tree fresh all season long 
 

Always look for the freshest looking tree before bringing it 

home.  Once a tree is cut down more then half its weight is wa-

ter.  Using a stand with adequate water holding capacity is es-
sential.  Figure 1 quart of water per each inch of stem diameter, 

such as stem of 6” needs 6 quarts of water.  

Use a stand that fits the tree, do not cut the sides of the tree to 
fit into the stand as the outer layers of bark take up the most 

water. Make a fresh ½ inch thick cut from the tree base before 

putting it in the stand. A seal of dried sap will form in 4-6 hours 

once its cut stopping the tree from absorbing the water. Make 
sure your cut is straight across the base of the tree, no need to 

drill a hole in the base of the tree as this doesn’t help. If neces-

sary a tree can be stored for several days in a cool location.  Just 
be sure to cut the base before putting it up.  Keeping the tree 

watered at all times is essential. A fresh tree can consume 1    

gallon of water in 24 hours. 

Check every day to make sure the base of the tree is still in wa-

ter. 

Keep tree away from major heat sources like fireplaces, heaters, 

vents, & direct sunlight. 

Use lights that produce low heat.  Inspect the sets before plac-
ing on the tree.  If warn, replace them.  Do not overload electri-

cal circuits. 

Always turn off tree lights before leaving the house & going to 

bed. 

Remove the tree as soon as it becomes too dry.  Your tree can 

be recycled at our trash site after the holidays.  Just follow di-

rections as to where to place it.  Never burn any part of a Christ-

mas tree in a fireplace or wood stove.  This is very dangerous! 

Enjoy your beautiful tree all season long & most importantly, 

stay safe! 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

10/31/2021 

  

October Income $35,559.61  

    

Expenses   

    

Administrative  $             20,702.34  

Community Wide  $             19,370.94  

Security  $             22,021.38  

Maintenance  $             44,223.32  

Recreation  $              1,475.26  

Trash Removal  $             26,971.48  

Restricted Funds  $              1,671.52  

      

Total Expenses  $           136,436.24  

      

Cash Assets   

    

Operating Funds  $           529,974.50  

Reserves  $        1,900,888.00  

Dam Bond  $           237,146.99  

Lake/Dam Preservation  $           622,000.00  

Contingency Fund  $           131,381.49  

Committees  $              3,670.69  

      

Total  $        3,425,061.67  

    

Lialbilities - none outstanding at this time 



 

Monday  Darts and Trivia 

Tuesday  Texas Hold-m  

   Open shuffleboard 

 Saturday  Open Shuffleboard 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT TLTCLIVE 

New Years Tickets now on sale  

  at the TLTC. 

     Ray Forlano          President 

     Dean DeFelippes          Vice President 

     Pete Monico          Treasurer 

     Frank Eberle          Secretary 

     Rich Gericke         Director 

     Gary Molineux                Director              

      Janet Jensen          Director 
 

   TLTC    722-8582 
 

   Winter Hours   

  Mon-Tue-Wed  4pm-  10pm 

  Thursday   4pm-  10pm 

  Friday   4pm-  12am 

  Saturday            12pm-  12am 

  Sunday                       12pm - 10pm 

           BAR MENU AVAILABLE 

                                                                                             

  Mon-Tue-Wed                      4PM-   8PM 

  Thursday   4PM-   8PM 

  Friday     3PM- 10PM 

  Saturday   2PM- 10PM 

  Sunday             12PM-  8PM 

TLTC NEWSLETTER 

ENTERTAINMENT 

 

As we all know, last year’s Halloween Party had to be cancelled due to the       

pandemic.  The return of this event was met with much excitement and anticipa-

tion.  Brian and Sue Denham and their crew transformed our club into a scary 

themed farm.  There were several large animated props, scary decorations in every 

corner and a line of corn stalks that surrounded the stage.  The turnout of party 

goers was huge and the costumes were elaborate and very creative.  Tommy Tunes 

got the place rocking and everyone out on the dance floor.  The costume contest 

was judged by our own Dolores Cosgrove, Rose Gorman and Terry Haley who had a tough job deciding based on all 

the excellent entries.  First place went to Michele Rinier DeAngelis and Glen Denham. Second place to Bridget and 

Chris Cella and third to Diane Kellam Colon.  Congratulations to all the winners who received gift certificates to the 

club.  Many thanks go out to Brian and Sue, everyone who helped make this party such a huge success and our hard 

working bartenders, cooks and wait staff.   It was great to see friends, old and new enjoying our club and each other.   

           TLTC  

 Halloween Party 



              Chinese Auction 

 I just want to inform everyone in the community of a Chinese Auction and buffet on Saturday, January 

22,2022 from 12:30-4:30pm at our club house.  

Our battle against the wind turbines on our ridge and adjacent to our neighbors who have property backing up to the 

Bethlehem Water Shed sadly rages on. We must fight back as a community.  

       As many who have attended before know this is a wonderful community event. For those who are newer to the 

community let me explain a little. We are looking for basket donations from our community members with a mini-

mum of $50.00 value. Don’t forget the men baskets our guys enjoy this too! 

The event itself: $20.00 per person that includes beer, soda, entrance to the auction, a buffet (the menu is extensive 

and delicious) followed by an unbelievable dessert buffet by lovely volunteers (these ladies really go over the top) and 

coffee.  Chances/ tickets for the baskets  are sold separately.  Chances/ tickets for the baskets can only be purchased 

with the entrance fee.  What I am asking for now is anyone interested in making a basket to please contact me so I can 

compile a list and count. We usually hope for forty baskets but that number has always been exceeded.  The beauty of 

this fund raiser is we are literally making baskets for each other. Everyone is just as excited to see who wins the bas-

ket they make as they are to win a basket!  It really is a lovely day for a good cause.  

Thank you in advance! Let’s make this the best auction yet!  

The Emergency Management Committee hosted Dawn Benner 

from the Lehighton Ambulance Association on October 23rd for CPR 

instructions.  These free instructions were given as part of their effort 

to reach out to the community and show what they do.  When you 

call 911 in Towamensing Trails, they are our first responders. We 

each had our own dummies to practice on, and now we are ready to 

help family and friends if needed.  We also learned the basics of 

Stop Bleed.  Hopefully we will never have to use our new skills, but 

we are ready just in case.   

Where’d That Saying Come From?          

Snow Angel  

A quick Google search didn't yield a precise answer as to the history or origin of the snow Angel. Some say (Noel Bo-

tham's "The Book of Useless Information") that Jewish mystics would roll in the snow to purge themselves of evil urg-

es. People have undoubtedly been making forms and shapes in the snow for centuries, as the snow is such an ideal me-

dium for simple artwork. No one knows who made the first snow angel, but making snow angels has become such a  

universal activity that many people are familiar with the concept, even if they haven't actually made one. 

A snow angel is a pattern in undisturbed snow which is created when someone lies down on one’s back  and waves his 

or her arms up and down and legs from side to side, creating fan-like shapes which resolve into the shape of an angel 

when the person stands up. Making snow angels is immensely popular with children in snowy regions in many parts of 

the world, and a few adults can sometimes be caught in the act as well. 

Making snow angels can be quite entertaining, and a good way to get active and outdoors. 

Fun Facts: 

Some birds (e.g. Pheasants) leave on the snow a figure similar to a snow angel. In December 2017, Nova Scotia resi-

dents set the record of 22,022 snow angels made at the same time in 130 locations.  In February 2007, North Dakota 

residents set the record of 8,962 snow angels made simultaneously at the State Capitol Grounds in Bismarck. 



ADVERTISE HERE 

THE COST FOR AN  

ISSUE IS $45.00  





Penn Forest Fire Departments: 
 

Fire Company #1 (Route 903):            570-325-4203 
 

Fire Company #2  (Route 534):           570-722-0555 
 

Albrightsville (Route 534):                  570-722-8325 
 

Borough and Township Offices: 
 

Carbon County Office:                          570-325-3611 
 

Penn Forest Township:                       570-325-2768 

Medical: 
 

St. Luke’s Lehighton Campus:      610-377-1300 

 

Lehigh Valley Hospital:                          570-421-4000 

 

Geisinger:                                               570-808-7300 
 

US Veterans Hospital:                            570-824-3521 
 

St. Luke’s Urgent Care Center:              570-325-2400 
 

St. Luke’s Monroe Campus Hospital      272-212-1000 

Towamensing Trails Security:   570-722-9563 

 

TTPOA Office:                            570-722-0302 

Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm  

Saturday 9am to 3pm Sunday Closed 

 

TTPOA Web Site:     www.towamensing.com 

TTPOA Email:       office@towamensing.com   

 

Trails Lake and Tennis Club:    570-722-8582          

TLTC Web Site:     www.tltclive.com   

 

Police Department (non-emergency): 

Carbon County Sheriff:                 570-325-2821 

Fern Ridge Police Department:     570-646-2271 

Postal Service: 

Albrightsville Post Office:            570-722-9493 
 

Penn Kidder Library: 2588 Route 903, Albrightsville 

570-722-0300  www.dimmicklibrary.org  

PO BOX  100 

Albrightsville, PA, 18210 

 

 

http://www.dimmicklibrary.org

