
Update from the President: Joan Elliott 

Update From The Office 

Special points of interest: 

 

 If you have questions or concerns 

please call the office at 570-722-

0302. 

 

 Towamensing Website 

www.towamensing.com 

 

 Please update your address & 

phone number if anything has 

changed 

 

 All Properties with a home must 

have a 911 numbers displayed. 

 

 Any kind of burning requires a 

permit, only property owners 

may burn. We are now issuing 

seasonal burn permits. 

 

 Before beginning any work to the 

outside of your home please 

contact the office to inquire if a 

permit is needed. 

TOWAMENSING TRAILS PROPERTY  

OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

2021 JUNE/JULY ISSUE 

TRAILS TOPICS 

Its finally the Summer Season! All of us are 

definitely in need of some nice warm sunny 

days.  

Our Annual Board of Directors Meeting will 

be held on Saturday June 12, 2021 at 10:00 

am at the Penn #1 Fire Department on Route 

903. All property owners attending must be 

in good standing, you will need to bring your 

TTPOA photo ID badge  or your Driver Li-

cense. Come and meet the potential Candi-

dates running for the open seats.  

We are in need of lifeguards to staff the pool 

and lake during the summer season, if you are a 

certified lifeguard and would like to apply there 

are applications at the office or on the website.  

Just a reminder that Fireworks of any kind are 

prohibited in Towamensing Trails. Users are 

subject to a Civil Penalty in the amount of 

$510.00, this is a zero tolerance policy.  

We will be having our Community Yard Sale on 

Saturday June 5th at the Ball Field which is 

located near the entrance of 534. The hours are 

8am to 3pm. Please call the office if you would 

like to participate, we have enough spots for 50 

people to sell their items. You will need to bring 

your own table.  

I would like to wish everyone a Happy & 

Healthy Fourth of July. 

 

 

We would like to take the time to say thank you 

to our property owners that come into the office 

well prepared. It makes everything much easier 

on the staff.  

As a reminder the pool and lake will open full 

time on Saturday June 20, 2021.  

Make sure you sign up at the Teepee if you 

would like to participate in the June 5th      

Community Yard Sale. Details are on page 3. 

The burn ban has been lifted. If you would like 

to burn, kindly fill out the burn permit applica-

tion. They are now approved for seasonal use.  

If you haven't already registered your Golf Carts 

and ATV’S  you will need to do so. Please have 

all of your documents in hand and ready at the 

window at the time of registration. 

Property Owners who rent their homes to part 

time vacationers, please inform your renters of 

any important Rules & Regulations. We only 

supply 8 wristbands to renters. We do not give 

more or sell more. Thank you for your coopera-

tion in this matter.  

Have a wonderful June & July!! 
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STRAWBERRY CELEBRATION 

Country Junction - World's Largest General Store 

Route 209, Forest Inn 

Lehighton, PA 18235 

Email: Events@countryjunction.com 

Phone: (610) 377-5050 

Enjoy fresh strawberries and strawberry specialty foods. Bring your 

family for a fun day out.  

Visit the free petting zoo and play fun-filled games in the arcade.  

 

Date: June 12, 2021 - June 20, 2021 

Recurring daily 

Time: 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Price: Call for pricing 

 

Skirmish Paintball 

211 North Meckesville Rd 

Albrightsville, PA 18210 

Email: info@skirmish.com 

Phone: (570) 325-3654 

Nexus a four team, king-of-the-hill, paintball scenario game presented 

by Buffalo Paintball. Pick your team – The Red Dragons, Guardians, 

Kamikaze or Cobras and score points by capturing the hill and/or com-

pleting paintball scenario missions! There will be a scenario event bo-

nus patch and other FREE goodies for those players that pre-register! 

New paintball players and game day walk-ons are welcome to attend. 

Date: June 5, 2021     Call for times 

Price: $35.00/person through June 2nd.   $45.00/person June 3rd 

through game day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXUS PAINTBALL SCENARIO GAME 

Split Rock Resort 

Location: Outdoors 

428 Moseywood Road 

Lake Harmony, PA 18624 

Email: info@splitrockhotel.com 

Phone: (570) 722-9111 Ext. 815 

The 30th Annual Great Tastes of Pennsylvania 

Wine and Food Festival at Split Rock Resort is a 

two-day outdoor festival features samplings from 

a variety of Pennsylvania wineries, food and 

craft vendors surrounding two stages of live 

entertainment, displays, giveaways and more for 

an awesome day outdoors! 

Date: June 19, 2021 - June 20, 2021 

Recurring daily 

Time: 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Price: $30/person; $20/person non-taste testing 

(junior ages 15-20); $15/person ages 5-12 with 

paid adult 

30TH ANNUAL GREAT TASTES OF PA WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL 
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April Income  $             86,623.09  

     

  
Expenses  

  

  
Administrative  $             23,982.32  

Community Wide  $             26,251.83  

Security  $             19,769.08  

Maintenance  $             37,892.81  

Recreation  $              6,795.34  

Trash Removal  $             10,442.98  

Restricted Funds  $                        -    

     

Total Expenses  $           125,134.36  

     

  

  
Cash Assets  

  
Operating Funds  $        1,203,307.02  

Reserves  $        1,787,915.90  

Dam Bond  $           236,865.65  

Lake/Dam Preservation  $           622,000.00  

Contingency Fund  $           131,233.93  

Committees  $              3,532.55  

Roads  $           350,137.14  

Total  $        4,334,992.19  

  
Liabilities - none outstanding at this time 

  

GARDAWORLD SECURITY REPORT 

ATV Penalties 0 

Criminal Mischief 0 

Disorderly Conduct 0 

Dog/Cat  10 

Trash/Illegal Dumping  7 

Illegal Parking  3 

Stop Sign  7 

Speeding  4 

Other Violations  0 

Burglaries  0 

Theft  0 

Suspicious Activity  8 

TTPOA/BOD Request  0 

 Basic Complaints  4 

Salvation Army will be in Towamensing Trails on 

June 19th 2021 from 10am to 2pm 

The Salvation Army in our community has asked for our help. There has 
been a significant decrease in donor donations that supports our Salvation 
Army thrift stores and community programs in our county. 
 

 It is a great opportunity to de-clutter those full closets and cupboards, as 

well as a conscious way to dispose of unwanted goods in a manner that 

helps struggling families in our community! We strictly follow Covid-19 

protocols for your safety and ours. 

What can you donate? We are collecting the following items in well-tied 

garbage bags: used clothing of all kind, shoes, purses and belts, as well as 

bed and bath linens. We are also collecting the following household items 

in boxes: dishes, pots, pans, vases, decorative knick-knacks, jewelry, 

working electronics and glassware. We cannot accept any medical equip-

ment or baby furniture, such as cribs, high chairs, car seats etc. or furni-

ture. Larger donations can be scheduled for prompt home pick-up by call-

ing 1-800-SA-TRUCK! 

This is a clothing drive that everyone can feel good about supporting; 

knowing that your used goods are getting a second life through reuse by 

those most in need in our community! 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE 

SATURDAY JUNE 5, 2021 

8AM TO 3PM 

AT THE TOWAMENSING TRAILS BALLFIELD 

50 SPOTS AVAILABLE, PLEASE CALL THE 

TEEPEE TO HOLD A SPOT 570-722-0302 

YOU WILL NEED TO BRING YOUR OWN  

TABLES 
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TOWAMENSING TRAILS COMMUNITY CLEAN -UP 

On the morning of Saturday May 1st volunteers in our community came out to help clean up the Trails by 

picking up trash along our roads.  The Activities Committee organized the event and provided donuts and 

coffee for everyone before they headed out to their designated streets.  Carbon County Penn Dot provided 

the Trails with 50 orange colored safety vests, 50 gloves and 100 garbage bags.  The filled bags were 

brought back to the pavilion by the volunteers and loaded on a trailer being hauled to the trash by our 

Maintenance crew.  Larger items that were found in the woods were then placed along the side of the road 

and picked up by a volunteer with a pickup truck.  Among some of the items were tires, large pieces of 

metal, a large old wooden sled, construction material and plastic bins.  There were 30-40 bags collected by 

over 40 volunteers.  What a great community event this was to help keep the Trails beautiful for all to 

enjoy.  Thank you to all the members of the Activities Committee for making the arrangements and to all 

the volunteers who gave of their time on that very chilly morning.  Although it was sad to see all the gar-

bage collected it did give everyone a great sense of pride to clean up our development.  Let’s all do our 

part to keep Towamensing Trails beautiful! 

THE REAL LADIES OF TOWAMENSING TRIALS  

The ladies are finally on the move. Some travelled to the Slatington market while others visited the Tamaqua 
rail station restaurant. We found a new shop in Tamaqua called Tinks. Tinks sells wonderful items from the 
past at reasonable prices. The ladies are crafting again a new craft we learned is alcohol painting. Visited 
Hobby Lobby to stock up on our supplies had lunch at Longhorn to finish our outing.  Fun seeing our friends 

and going out again. 

    EASTER FUN 

On Saturday, March 27 a fun filled time was had by the children that 
signed up for our Easter festivities. After a visit with the Easter Bunny 
& pictures taken by family, colorful Easter baskets were given out in 
the pavilion. The children then lined up for the egg hunt.  There were 

two groups, the younger ones in front of the clubhouse while the older 
kids had a more challenging area across the road.  There were plenty 
of goody filled eggs for everyone.  A wonderful time was had by all 

the children there. 
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WHERE’D THAT WORD COME FROM? BUCK 

LAKE ACTIVITIES FOR 2021 

LET’S NOT FORGET OUR FATHERS 

We are off to a great start to 2021 with the successful stocking of 200 Brook trout and 125 Rainbow trout just in 

time for the season to begin.  Albeit a cold day, although due to COVID it was not a public event, we had a few 

families who were in the marina present who joined in the stocking of the fish.  On opening day, April 3rd it was 

another cold day but so nice to see individuals and families taking advantage of opening day by landing some 

really nice trout.  That said, we want to remind people who do harvest the trout that they not clean and/or filet the 

harvested fish at the lake.  It may be a suitable practice for saltwater anglers to put the remains back in the ocean 

but not so for the sensitive ecosystem of our lake.  Please take your legally harvested trout to your home to do so.  

As a reminder you can legally harvest up to three (3) trout per day, but all other fish are catch and release only.  

As we look forward to the rest of the year we will still plan to hold our annual “Teach a Kid to Fish” day at 9:00 

AM to 12:00 PM on June 19th at the clubhouse as we are optimistic that Covid restrictions will allow us to do so.  

Just prior to this date we will release approximately 525 largemouth bass and 71 blue gills into the lake at several 

locations.  We encourage everyone young and old to come out to this event as we will do our best to ensure that 

we follow COVID CDC guidelines for the safety of all who participate.  We will be collecting donations, and 

anything collected will be used by our committee to support our lake preservation activities.  Please check with 

the Teepee for updates on the schedule for this event.   

Throughout the year our committee works on other lake preservation initiatives such as making more shoreline 

fishing opportunities available, improving the marina area for boat launching activities and working to keep the 

safety rules and regulations in place and in full force so that all can safely enjoy the serene joy that our lake has 

to offer.  

I know you are thinking…we know what a buck is.  I’m not talking about the male deer that we see around the Trails, 

but rather, why dollars are sometimes called bucks. 

Buck is an informal reference to $1 that may trace its origins to the American colonial period.  The exact origin of the 

term isn't 100% clear, but strong evidence suggests that people started calling dollars "bucks" in the 1700s likely 
thanks to deer; specifically, with the trading of deerskins for goods. Deerskins were commonly used as a form of cur-
rency. One deerskin wasn’t necessarily the equivalent of one “buck”.   Various factors could determine the value, like 
the size, quality, age of the deer and more.  The term has been used both domestically and internationally. 
The dollar was proposed as the monetary unit of the United States in the early 1780s, and adopted formally in 1792 
(although they were not actually issued as currency until 1794). Since that time our language has taken on a remarka-
ble number of synonyms for this word for “100 cents,” often found in the form of slang. We have paid for things with 
bones, bucks, smackers (and smackeroos), clams, iron men (for silver dollars), dough, and moolah.  

Several idioms and expressions use the word "buck." When someone wants to "make a fast buck," it means a person 
wants to make money in a short amount of time with little effort. A "quick buck" refers to a quick and easy profit. 
Making a fast buck or a quick buck may refer to scams or cheats. "Making an honest buck" refers to someone who 
makes money in an honest, legal way.  

Fathers Day is always celebrated on the 3rd Sunday in June.  It was started by Sonora Louise Smart Dodd.  When she was just 16 her mother died in childbirth 

& her father raised her & 5 younger brothers alone.  In 1909 during a Mothers Day sermon she realized the need to also honor fathers.  Her fathers birthday 

was June 5 so she started a petition to celebrate on that day.  Unfortunately the city of Spokane, WA didn’t have enough time  to arrange it.  The mayor was 

able to set the date two weeks later, June 19, 1910. 

The day started at church services where red roses were given to the living fathers while white roses were given in memory of the deceased ones.   

It took awhile for Congress to legally recognize Fathers Day.  In 1924 President Calvin Coolidge supported the idea.  He wanted to 

establish a closer relationship between fathers & their children. During the 1920’s & 30’s a movement was made to combine 

Mother’s & Father’s Day into one holiday called Parents Day.  However, the Depression slowed progress on the holiday. Lynden 

Johnson issued the first presidential proclamation honoring fathers in 1966, but it wasn’t until 1972 when Richard Nixon signed it 

into public law that Fathers Day became a permanent holiday.   

Many men scoffed at the idea of the holiday feeling it was a commercial gimmick to sell products & gifts often paid by the father 

himself.  Also they thought the idea was not “manly”. 

In other countries, especially Europe & Latin America fathers are honored on St. Joseph’s Day, March 19.  

Today our fathers have a tough job to do.  They need to be supported & honored. Hoping all the fathers have a wonderful day!  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/bone#h1
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/buck#h1]
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/smacker
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/clam#h2
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THE EARLY YEARS OF THE POCONO RACEWAY  

BIRDWATCHING FOR BEGINNERS  

One of the many attractions we have in the Poconos and close to The Trails is the famous Pocono Raceway.  Joseph Mattioli 

who was a dentist gave up his practice to start what we now know as the Pocono Raceway.  In 1960 he bought a spinach 

farm/forest area and transformed it into a raceway.  “Doc Mattioli” as he was affection ally called along with a small group 

of investors purchased the 1,000 acre farm and began building what was at first a modest three quarter mile track.  It attract-

ed amateurs and was a community attraction.  Within 10 years Mr. Mattioli bought out his colleagues and promoted the 

track as “The Indianapolis of the East”. In 1971 it was expanded to a 2.5 mile long track with a seating capacity of approxi-

mately 77,000 and space for spectators in the infield.  The first Indy 500 was held in 1971.  After hurricane Agnes in 1972 

the storm left behind tremendous damage.  In addition, the gas shortage of 1973 and a troubled economy left the track in 

financial trouble.  However, in 1990 the raceway began a 10 year costly transformation.  Also known as the “Tricky Trian-

gle” it is now the sight of several NASCAR, Indy and stock car races held every year.   

  

Before his death in 2012, Mr. Mattioli created The Mattioli Foundation which to this day continues to provide the Poconos 

area with major donations to education and healthcare in our region.  “Doc” died in 2012 and his grandson Brandon Idgalsky 

is now Chief Officer of the raceway. 

 

In addition to watching races visitors also have the opportunity to enjoy free raceway tours and children can enjoy a large 

playground that was installed on site.  The raceway’s motto is “Back to the Good Old Days” and strives to exceed the expec-

tations of spectators to enjoy what racing is all about - family, fun and speed.  To find out the schedule of events go to  

PoconoRaceway.com. 

Birdwatching (Birding) can be an adventure.  It doesn’t take much and can be a lifetime hobby. We are so fortunate to live in the 

Pocono Mountains with many waterways, state parks and game lands nearby.  So many different types of birds migrate to and 

from this area throughout the year.  People of all ages can enjoy birding.  Here are some tips to get you started.  

 How to Begin Birding 

1. Get Excited and Read Up- Start by getting a field guide.  For beginners, a bird book arranged by color may be the easi-

est way to get started. Intermediate guides are usually arranged by shapes of birds, for example "duck-like birds" or 

"perching birds."  We live in the North Eastern USA so make sure to get a book that covers the region.  National 

Audubon Society Field Guide to Birds Eastern Region is one option for identifying birds in the Pocono area. National 

Geographic Kids Bird Guide of North America is the kids’ companion to the National Geographic Field Guide to 

Birds of North America.  Whatever guidebook you choose have it nearby when you are birding so you can identify 

the birds you see. 

2. Gear Up with Binoculars- In the beginning you don’t need to worry about what kind you are using.  Binoculars can be 

simple to complex as well.   Visit www.audubon.org for a guide to buying birding binoculars. As you get better you 

may want to invest in a nice camera or a spotting scope (for the really far-off birds) 

3. Get Out There-Use the field guide you bought and pick a bird that you’ve never seen before and go find it.  Yes, it takes 

some patience and perseverance.  Many people like to keep a birdwatching journal.  Write down the type of bird you 

saw, the location, the date, and the behavior (flying, perched, with a group of other birds, floating, swimming, etc.)  

If you want to learn more visit one of the local Environmental Centers.   Carbon County Environmental Education Center at 

www.carboneec.org  or the Monroe County Conservation District Kettle Creek Environmental Education Center at 

www.mcconservation.org   

MILKWEED & BUTTERFLIES THAT TASTE BAD  

Here in the Trails we can find a roadside plant called Milkweed (L. Asclepias syriaca), butterfly weed or silkweed that is toxic to 

humans and animals if consumed or made contact with skin (atopic dermatitis) and eyes. The milky white sap in the leaves and 

stems contains cardiac glycosides. This substance is exclusively the only food for the caterpillars of the Monarch butterfly, thereby 

making this easily recognizable butterfly taste bad to birds and other predators and can produce vomiting or heart failure. The cater-

pillars grow up eating Milkweed, which contains some bitter chemicals. Without this wild plant, Monarch caterpillars would not 

survive. Even when the caterpillar has grown up to be a butterfly, those bitter chemicals are still in its body. These chemicals protect 

the Monarch in much the same way that they protect the Milkweed plant as deer and other animals will not eat it. Monarchs wil l lay 

their eggs on Milkweed even if it is not flowering yet. Hummingbirds, bees, many other butterflies and pollinators enjoy Milkweed 

flowers for their nectar also. Swamp Milkweed (A. incarnata), seems to be the Monarch and hummingbird favorite.  Perennial Milk-

weeds grow back year after year and they provide habitat for traveling Monarch butterflies as well.  

There are over 100 species of Milkweed in Northern America and each plant can live for more than two years. Many of our wild 

Milkweed plants are being destroyed due to land development and spraying of insecticides and weed killers along roadsides.  

http://www.audubon.org
http://www.carboneec.org
http://www.mcconservation.org
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 The Crayola Factory can be found in Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania, where nearly 3 billion crayons are 

produced each year. 

 That’s about 9 million crayons daily—enough to wrap around the Earth six times! 

 Another awesome factory in Pennsylvania is the Hershey Chocolate Factory in Hershey, Pennsylvania. 

Hershey is considered the chocolate capital of the United States. 

 The Philadelphia Zoo was the first public zoo in the United States and was founded by Benjamin Frank-

lin. 

 Pennsylvania is the only one of the original thirteen colonies that is not bordered by the Atlantic Ocean. 

 Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, is the home of the famous Groundhog’s Day groundhog, Punxsutawney 

Phil. 

FUN FACTS ABOUT PENNSYLVANIA 
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Microsoft 

Towamensing Trails POA  

PO BOX 100 

Albrightsville, PA 18210 

 

Phone: 570-722-0302 

Fax: 570-722-2061 

Email: office@towamensing.com 

Towamensing Trails Security:  570-722-9563 

TTPOA Office:                         570-722-0302 

Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm  

Saturday 9am to 3pm Sunday Closed 

TTPOA Web Site:  www.towamensing.com 

TTPOA Email:       office@towamensing.com   

 

Trails Lake and Tennis Club:    570-722-8582          

TLTC Web Site:     www.tltclive.com 

Police Department (non-emergency): 

Carbon County Sheriff:                570-325-2821 

Fern Ridge Police Department:     570-646-2271 

 

Postal Service: 

Albrightsville Post Office:           570-722-9493 

Penn Forest Fire Departments: 

Fire Company #1 (Route 903):           570-325-4203 

Fire Company #2  (Route 534):          570-722-0555 

Albrightsville (Route 534):                  570-722-8325 

Borough and Township Offices: 

Carbon County Office:                        570-325-3611 

Penn Forest Township:                        570-325-2768 

Medical: 

Gnaden Huetten Memorial Hospital:  610-377-1300 

Lehigh Valley Hospital:                        570-421-4000 

Geisinger:                                             570-808-7300 

US Veterans Hospital:                          570-824-3521 

St. Luke’s Urgent Care Center:            570-325-2400 

St. Luke’s Monroe Campus Hospital   272-212-1000 


