
Trails Topics 

Towamensing Trails 

Property Owners Association 

Update from the office 

Update from the President: Joan Elliott 

FEBRUARY/MARCH  
2021 
ISSUE  

Special Points of Interest: 

 

 If you have any questions or 
concerns please contact the 
office at 570-722-0302 or 
email:                           

       office@towamensing.com 

 Please update your address 
or phone numbers if they 
have changed. 

 All properties with homes 
must have 911 numbers 
displayed. Please follow the 
Penn Forest Township Or-
dinance for 911 signs. 

 Burning requires a permit, 
only Property Owners may 
apply.  

 If you have an Emergency 
call 911. If you need to 
reach security call 570-722-
9563 

 Please remember to update 
your amenity badges before 
the Memorial Day Week-
end. It is an extremely busy 
weekend with the Pool and 
Lake opening.  

 Please contact the office if 
you’d like to be included in 
the Emergency Manage-
ment Messaging Service. 
You will need texting ser-
vices on your phone.  

Its that time of year again, all ATV’S & Golf Carts 
must be registered by the end of February. The cost 
is $40.00 for each. Please provide the following 
documents:  

 ATV’S will need registration and insurance 

 Golf Carts need insurance only 

 All recreational vehicles must be registered in  
the deeded property owners name.  

 

Boat rack day will be the first Saturday in April, 
first come first serve. 

 

The Roads will be closed starting February 15th 
through April 15 for any vehicle weighing over 
20,000 pounds.  

As a reminder the election process will begin in 
February. Three (3) positions are open. If you are 
interested please contact the office at 570-722-0302. 

 

Also the 2021 Rules of Conduct & ACC Rules and 
Regulations are now available online or at the of-
fice. Please review for any new 
changes.  

Thank you to all of our Property Owners 
who have paid their 2021 Assessments on 
time. Late fees were not  applied in Janu-
ary because of all the issues that Covid-19 
has created.  The late fee of $25.00 will 
get applied to accounts not paid on April 
1, 2021.  

 

Please remember that no one is to be on 
the lake when it is frozen. Ice less than 2 
inches thick is extremely dangerous. 
Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter.  

 

The lake is filling now from the draw 
down in October, the water is flowing 
over the spill way.   
  

I hope this new year can bring us new 
hope and positive changes for better 
things to come.  

 

 

 

 



     The Snowmen of Stroudsburg is a display of life size snowmen, painted by local 
artist, placed through Stroudsburg Borough.  The Snowmen relocate themselves every 
few weeks.   

 

Date:  Recurring Daily until March 1, 2021 

111 N. 8th street 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

 

Maps of locations of Snowmen available on website:  www.gocollaborativestbg.com 

Area Happenings 

Sky Top lodge Annual Winter Beer Festival will be held Saturday February 6, 
2021.  Enjoy the fresh air, live music, great food and ice skating on the lake. 

 

Date:  February 6, 2021 

Time:  12:00 pm  to 3:00 pm  

Location:  Sky Top Lodge Outfitters Shop (Along Sky top Lake) parking available 
across from the Stream Side Lodge 

Tickets:  No admission - All items will be individually priced, including beers & 
cash bar. 

Attire: This event takes place outside, dress warm.  Warming stations with camp-
fires and heaters will be available.  

              Jack Frost/Big Boulder—What you need to know  
 

Face Coverings Required.  

     Face coverings will be required to access the mountain, in all indoor spaces, in any line, in chairlifts and whenever you are unable to main-
tain physical distance.  Face coverings should follow CDC guidelines. 

Pass Holder Reservations 

     For your safety, we are managing on-mountain access this season.  Reservations will be required, and our pass holders will get priority ac-
cess.  

Lift Tickets 

     This season, we have limited on-mountain access to ensure your safety. Book your lift tickets early to lock in your preferred dates. 

Cashless Transactions 

     For your safety, all transactions will be cashless.   This includes at our restaurants, Ski and Snowboard lessons, equipment rentals and all 
other points of sale.  For the best experience you must reserve and pay for lift tickets in advance. More information is available on JFBB.com. 



ATV Penalties 4 

Criminal Mischief  5 

Disorderly Conduct  0 

Dog/Cat  8 

Trash/Illegal Dumping  6 

Illegal Parking  3 

Stop Sign  4 

Speeding  3 

Other Violations  0 

Burglaries  0 

Theft  0 

Suspicious Activity  10 

TTPOA/BOD Request  0 

 Basic Complaints  1 

GARDAWORLD SECURITY REPORT 

  
  
December Income  $             32,162.23  

     

  
Expenses  

  
  
Administrative  $             28,981.80  

Community Wide  $             20,556.49  

Security  $             15,814.37  

Maintenance  $             53,768.72  

Recreation  $                 702.86  

Trash Removal  $              9,873.41  

Restricted Funds  $              7,488.96  

     

Total Expenses  $           137,186.61  

     

  
  
Cash Assets  

  
Operating Funds  $        1,446,280.73  

Reserves  $        1,753,134.40  

Dam Bond  $           236,683.69  

Lake/Dam Preservation  $           622,000.00  

Contingency Fund  $           131,131.12  

Committees  $              3,531.39  

Total  $        4,192,761.33  

  
Liabilities - none outstanding at this time 

 
Listen: Tender of the hearth Fire! 
This can warm and keep you 
dryer: 
Learn this lesson; hear me well 
For your comfort, I will tell. 
 
Cold Winter days are coming 
soon. 
See the signs of the Harvest 
Moon! 
Gather milk weed pods for tin-
der, 
Fern fronds and dryer lint for the 
Winter. 
 
Save your news print, old papers, 
pet hairs, 
Cut some cardboard boxes into 
squares. 
Store inside a plastic box 
Ensure you have enough in 
stock. 
 
Gather snap sticks, broken limbs 
Sing Creator Grateful Hymns  
Twigs and branches find them 
near 
Take care you don’t run into a 
Bear! 
 
Cut the trees too old and dry 
Be sure to shout a “timber” cry! 
Saw them to a two foot length 
That will give them pillar 
strength. 
 
Start a wood pile, alter the stack 
Or sit them neatly on a rack. 
Cover with a plastic tarp 
Protect from damp and wet and 
dark. 
 
Abstain from using Ads and 
Mags 
 
 
Never use an oily rag! 

 
Keep your chimney clean and 
dusted, 
Check the grate that it is not 
rusted. 
 
When the Winter’s storms ap-
pear 
And the chills of short days are 
here 
Crumble paper, layer on the 
grate 
Use your tinder box of late. 
 
Gently add a twig or two 
Don’t forget to open the flue! 
Do not burn the damp and 
molding 
Keep it dry, and brown and smol-
dering. 
 
Strike a match, a flint or lighter. 
Make the tinder papers brighter. 
Use a bellows or breath of air 
See the flickering flames are 
there! 
 
Fan it gently adding more 
Twigs and sticks and watch it 
roar. 
Adding a bigger branch or two 
Keeps it glowing bright and new! 
 
Listen as the fire sings its songs 
To warm your home all night 
long. 
Hear it crackle, hiss and sizzle 
Add more fuel, don’t let it fizzle. 
 
See the cardboard pieces there, 
Add them in between with care. 
Bank the fire, add a large night 
log. 
Enjoy a warming glow with your 
egg nog! 

THE FIREPLACE SPEAKS 

Composed by: Virginia McGrath 
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Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 

Santa Claus visited the Trails 

The Real Ladies of Towamensing  

Whew, what a crazy year, us Ladies are glad 2020 is over. On March 16th 
we heard the club would be closing for two weeks. A lucky group  had a 
fun night together. Little did we know that would be our last night for 
the year.  We had a new addition to the trails this April  in the form of a 
blue pumpkin aka Corona Punkin.  The Punkin has visited homes and 
been transformed  several times. Thanks Punkin for all the laughter. The 
ladies enjoyed many fun lunches, wineries, shopping trips, casinos, beach 
days, and outdoor games this past year.  A few of us travelled to Wild-
wood for some fun in the sun.  Some of us ventured to Falling  Waters 
and Pittsburgh for a long girls weekend. We are all looking forward to 
new adventures in 2021. 

The second Annual Christmas Tree lighting was held in early December. It was very 
well attended despite the threat of bad weather and the virus. All the children received 
a small ornament package to decorate and put on the tree or to take home with them. 
The hot chocolate was a good treat to keep everyone was as they sang Christmas Car-
ols. Highlight of the night was a visit from Santa on a golf cart. Hope everyone had a 
chance to see the tree (at the community center) and that this will continue as a annual 
event. Thanks to the Activity Committee for organizing the event and to our great 
Maintenance Department for hanging all the lights. 

On December 19, the Penn Forest Fire Co. #2 picked up Santa, who flew in from the 
North Pole just for this occasion.  He came equipped with a map of the Trails & bags 
of candy canes for all the children. The fire trucks sounded the sirens while driving 
through the streets so the children could come out of their home to greet Santa as he 
drove by & get a little treat. 

 

That evening several families piled into their cars and drove through the Trails to see 
all the homes that were decorated for Christmas.  A list of some of the homes was 
posted on line to help guide everyone.  It was a fun filled day for all.  All the snow on 
the ground added a special twinkle to all the lights. 



Where’d That Saying Come From? Turn Over A New Leaf 

St. Patrick’s Day 

We Said Goodbye to the Year 2020 

Did you make a New Year’s resolution?   If not or if that’s not working out for you, then may-
be you can turn over a new leaf.   

This idiom finds its origin in the 16th century, and one might assume that the word leaf refers 
to the leaf of a tree. However, this is not the case. In this instance, the “leaf” in question refers 
to the page of a book.  Way back in the 16th century, pages in books were referred to as leaves. 
So turning over a new leaf meant that one was turning to a blank page.  

This idiom was used to signify a major change in behavior, start over, to act in a different man-
ner or change your attitude about something.  It is often used specifically to describe changes 
in personal behavior that are made with the goal of being a better person.  When you turn to a 
new, clean page you are leaving the past behind you and starting over. 

The year 2020 is behind us now and 2021 will bring new adventures and challenges.  Fill your 
life pages with optimistic thoughts and actions. 

St. Patrick was born in Britain in the late 4th Century to a Roman family. At age 16 he was 
kidnapped and made a slave as a herdsman in Ireland! His Faith in God became very strong 
that got him through those 6 bleak years. He eventually escaped and reunited with his family 
after another brief captivity and near starvation. He was called to become a missionary to the 
people of Ireland despite his lack of education by Baptizing and Confirming people into 
Christianity including the Picts and Anglo-Saxons.  

He wrote the Confessio, a spiritual autobiography, and a Letter to Coroticus, a denunciation 
of British mistreatment of Irish Christians and was careful to deal fairly with the Non-
Christian Irish. He was humble and grateful to God for being an instrument whereby multi-
tudes who had worshipped “idols and unclean things” had become “the people of God.”  His 
legends include chasing snakes into the ocean, bringing dead men back to life and praying for 
food to feed hungry sailors. He explained the Blessed Trinity by using the three leaf clover and today that symbol is used to cele-
brate St. Patrick’s Day along with the color green. Ireland adopted the shamrock as its National flower and wear it in their lapels 
to honor the Saint every March 17th. Irish Immigrants to the United States further elaborated on the celebration of the Saint by 
having parades, wearing green and shamrocks and having feasts and religious services. Corned beef and cabbage were the tradi-
tional meal to celebrate the holiday. 

With cheers, toasts & fireworks we bid a glad farewell to the year 2020.  It was a year full of grief, fear & 
hardship for many.  Be it protests, riots, unemployment, a heated election, or the pandemic, we are all 
glad to see it go.  

In spite of all this we endured & learned new ways of doing things.  Stimulus checks went out, some 
collected unemployment & technology took center stage. Scientists worked diligently to identify the 
Corona virus & created vaccines to stop it.  “Normal” as we know it will be forever changed.  Welcome 
hybrid schooling, facetime, working from home, & Zoom meetings.  We are all equipped with disinfect-
ants & hand sanitizers.  Face masks have become a fashion statement for some & an annoyance for oth-
ers. We understand the real value of friends & family & how much we rely on each other.  

Here’s to 2021, a year filled with hope for a future filled good health & peace. Looking forward to a time 
when we can shake hands & hug our family & friends. 

Welcome to a much happier New Year! 
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A Property Owner in the Trails Builds Amazing Boats 
Composed by: Phil Stewart (the builder) 

My first experience in boat building came when my Dad purchased an older 17' boat which we completely rebuilt when I was about 10.  It was a very traditional 
plywood over frame  construction. Held together with brass screws. We removed and replaced the plywood hull and then fiber glassed it on the outside.  I can still 
smell the epoxy we used with the fiberglass cloth.  The interior was completely rebuilt with seats, a new windshield, storage boxes, a brand new Johnson 35hp engine 
and a trailer he made with 3 inch pipe. 
 
 We used it for fishing, water skiing, and camping expeditions on Gatun Lake and the Chagres River in the Panama Canal where I  was born and lived until I was 
18 .When Dad  retired we drove up from the Canal Zone to our home in Bradenton towing this boat on his homemade trailer.  
 
Next we built an 8' dinghy.  From scratch.  It was good for rowing and sailing as we installed a centerboard trunk with a removable skeg, mast and canvas sail. 
 
In high school I was involved in Explorer Scouting.  Every year we participated in the Annual Ocean to Ocean Cayuco Race.  We raced  modified native canoes 
which were called Cayucos, from the Atlantic side of the Canal to the Pacific side, a distance of 50 miles.  
 
Dad took the rough hewn Cayucos, cut out of a single tree and turned them into slick racing boats each with a crew of 4.  I'm not sure now but he built around 
4.  The crews did the final sanding before he primed and spray painted them.  They were as smooth and shiny as a new car.  We kept them waxed. 
 
There were 30 or so boats in the race.  One, called the Slave Galley was bigger than the race boats and held about 10.  All the boats Dad built were fast and very 
competitive.  One, El Bejuco won the race at least 3 times, setting records and was the first to "retire" the trophy. Bejuco was 22 ft. long with a beam of 22 inches and 
weighed about 180 lbs. 
The other boats he made, Dark Horse and Dear Dick were fast also and we, Post 21, took most of the top 4 places in those years, the middle '60s. 
 
These races, started in 1954 by the Boy Scouts, are still being run but now by Panamanians who have greatly expanded the courses and the number of races. 
 
I wasn't involved in boat building again until about 7 years ago when I built a strip canoe.  
 
It was a 14' canoe of a recognized design called a Wee Lassee.  It was built predominantly of clear western red cedar.  It took about 60 strips 14' long of 1/4 in thick 
by 5/8 in which were coved on one edge and beaded; on the other.    The strips were formed on a "strong back" with plywood patterns every 12".  The patterns were 
in the shape of the hull at each point.  The cove and beaded strips fit together like tongue and groove planking.  Allowing the curvature of the hull to be a smooth 
curved surface, after a lot of sanding. 
 
It's a time consuming process but enjoyable if you like that sort of thing which I do.  
 
I built another identical canoe with my Grandson Justin.  It was made using Florida cedar which gave it a totally different look.  The first strip canoe I made, the one 
previously described , had a rich dark brown look similar to mahogany. The second one had a color very similar to oak.  
 
My next project, which I built with help from my nephew, Seamus was a stitch and glue 16' Garvey.  A Garvey is an older design similar to a Jon boat but with better 
lines.  It was made for an outboard of about 20 HP.  It had 3 seats. One at the bow and stern and one amidships. 
 
Stitch and glue is a very interesting and efficient process.  The hull, including both sides was made of 1/4 inch plywood..  The transoms at bow and stern and seats 
were 1/2 inch plywood.  All the pieces were cut out and fiber glassed both sides before assembly. The outside of the hull was fiber glassed after assembly. 
 
The assembly process is where the stitch and glue process begins.  There are no fixtures, strong backs, or patterns involved in this type of construction. 
 
After all parts of the boat are cut out and fiber glassed both sides the assembly begins.  The edges where the sides meet the bottom have  1/4 inch holes drilled across 
from each other about 2 inches apart.  Then I used tie wraps to connect the sides to the bottom.  Next I screwed the transoms and bulkheads (the sides of the seats) 
in place. At this point the boat has begun to take shape but is still "wobbly" until you tighten up the tie wraps.   Next step is to glue and fiberglass the edges inside and 
out and attach the tops of the seats. Finally fiberglass the outside of the hull and paint.   This stitch and glue process can be used to make boats from canoes and 
kayaks to much larger vessels. 
 
My last project has been a skin on frame 14' canoe.  You fix patterns on a strong back like is done with strip canoe construction.  Then you run stringers from the 
bow to the stern, 5 on each side of the keel.  Gunnels are installed before ribs, 24 in all,  must be steam bent before placing and gluing them to the stringers.  9oz 
Dacron fabric is then glued to the gunnels which is heat shrunk with a household iron making it tight as a drum.  Finally the hull is painted to seal the Dacron to 
make it waterproof. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The Pillsbury Doughboy Story 

Daylight Savings Time (DST) 
Although in 1784 Benjamin Franklin came up with a similar idea of DST it did not officially begin 
until more than a century later. Germany established DST on May 1, 1916 to conserve fuel during 
World War I.  The rest of Europe came on board shortly after.  On March 31, 1918 the United States 
then adopted daylight savings time. 

 

In 1942 President Roosevelt instituted a nationwide DST calling it “War Time”.  At the end of WWII 
the United States abolished DST because at that time the country was mostly rural.  Farmers objected 
to it because it gave them less time in the morning to get their milk and harvest their crops.   

 

From 1945 to 1966 there was no federal law on DST so localities could choose when it began, ended or even drop it entirely,  In 1966 
the Uniform Time Act resulted due to the lack of consistency causing confusion around the country especially for the transportation 
industry.  States were allowed to exempt themselves from DST as long as the entire state did so.  Currently the only states that do not 
observe DST are Hawaii and Arizona (except for the Navajo Nation). 

 

DST starts on the second Sunday in March and ends on the first Sunday in November.  So remember to “Spring forward and Fall back”.  

Bean & Meat Chili Stew Recipe 

Ingredients: 
Pinto Beans 15 oz. can 
Red Kidney Beans 15 oz. can 
1 15 oz. can Black, Navy or Cannellini Beans 
2 lbs. chopped beef, turkey, chicken or sausage 
1 15 oz. can diced or 4 fresh tomatoes 
1 8 oz. can tomato puree or sauce 
1 6 oz. can tomato paste 
1 large onion chopped 
2 garlic cloves diced 
Optional carrot, celery, zucchini, mushrooms, potatoes  
1 red or green bell pepper chopped 
1 jalapeno pepper chopped (optional) 
1 tsp salt 
1 tbsp. sugar 
2 tbsp. chili powder 
Dash cayenne pepper (optional) 
1 tsp. cumin powder 

1 tsp. coriander powder 
1 tsp. garlic powder 
1 tsp. onion powder 
½ tsp black pepper 
1 tsp. oregano 
2 cups beef, chicken, veggie broth, or water 
Olive Oil (3 Tbsp.) 
 
In a large stew pot add olive oil to pot and heat. 
Once hot, add the onions, garlic, celery, peppers and salt while 
stirring on medium heat until onions soften. Add meat and stir till 
browned. Add optional veggies, tomatoes, tomato sauce and tomato 
paste and the powdered spices. Stir in 3 cans of beans. Add 2 cups 
water or broth and bring to a boil. Cover the pot and cook on medi-
um stirring occasionally for about 30-50 minutes or until ingredients 
are well combined. Add a sprinkle of grated cheddar or a dollop of 
sour cream and a sprinkle of fresh parsley, scallions or cilantro on 
top. Serve with warm cornbread and butter or avocado and chips.  

During this time of such turmoil, sadness and uncertainty but with renewed hope on the horizon it was thought that some humor  would be refreshing.  Much re-
search for the History of the Trail articles that ran over the past year required reading through decades of old Trails Topic s.  The following was discovered from an 
issue published over 15 years ago and it was thought that perhaps it was a good time to reprint it because we could all use a  little chuckle about now.  There was no 
author on the original article so we do not know who to acknowledge but whoever decided to include it in a past issue 15 years ago.....thank you! 

 

A Brief Smile..... 

Please join me in remembering a great icon of the entertainment industry.  The Pillsbury Doughboy passed yesterday of a yeast  infection and trauma complications 
from repeated pokes in the belly.  He was 71.  Doughboy was buried in a lightly greased coffin.  Dozens of celebrities turned out to pay their last respects, including 
Mrs. Butterworth, Hungry Jack, The California Raisins, Betty Crocker, The Hostess Twinkies, and Captain Crunch.  The grave si te was piled high with flours.  Aunt 
Jemima delivered the eulogy and lovingly described Doughboy as a man who never knew how much he was kneaded.  Doughboy rose quickly in show business, but 
his later life was filled with turnovers.  He was not considered a smart cookie, wasting much of his dough on half -baked schemes.  Despite being a little flaky at times 
he still was a crusty old man and was considered a positive roll model for millions.  Doughboy is survived by his wife Play Dough and Jane Dough, plus they had one 
in the oven.  He is also survived by his elderly father, Pop Tart.  The funeral was held at 35 degrees for about 20 minutes.  If this made you smile for a brief second 
please rise to the occasion and take the time to pass it on and share the smile with someone else who may be having a crumby day! 
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Safe & Simple Deicer 
For Walkways:      For Windshields: 

Mix together 1 tsp. of Dawn Dish Detergent   Mix 2/3 of Alcohol to 1/3 of Water & put into  

1 TBSP of Alcohol     a spray bottle, allow it to sit a minute then you  

1/2 Gallon of hot Water     can scrape your window 



February/March 2021 

issue 



Page 11 Trails Topics 

ADVERTISE HERE 
THE COST FOR AN  

ISSUE IS $45.00  

ADVERTISE HERE 
THE COST FOR AN  

ISSUE IS $45.00  



Towamensing Trails POA  
PO BOX 100 

Albrightsville, PA 18210 

 
Phone: 570-722-0302 
Fax: 570-722-2061 

Email: office@towamensing.com 

Towamensing Trails Security:  570-722-9563 

TTPOA Office:                  570-722-0302 

Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm  

Saturday 9am to 3pm Sunday Closed 

TTPOA Web Site:  www.towamensing.com 

TTPOA Email:       office@towamensing.com 

Trails Lake and Tennis Club:    570-722-8582          

TLTC Web Site:     www.tltclive.com 

Police Department (non-emergency): 

Carbon County Sheriff:                570-325-2821 

Fern Ridge Police Department:     570-646-2271 

 

Postal Service: 

Albrightsville Post Office:           570-722-9493 

Penn Forest Fire Departments: 

Fire Company #1 (Route 903):           570-325-4203 

Fire Company #2  (Route 534):          570-722-0555 

Albrightsville (Route 534):                  570-722-8325 

Borough and Township Offices: 

Carbon County Office:                        570-325-3611 

Penn Forest Township:                        570-325-2768 

Medical: 

Gnaden Huetten Memorial Hospital:  610-377-1300 

Lehigh Valley Hospital:                        570-421-4000 

Geisinger:                                             570-808-7300 

US Veterans Hospital:                          570-824-3521 

St. Luke’s Urgent Care Center:            570-325-2400 

St. Luke’s Monroe Campus Hospital   272-212-1000 


