TRAILS TOPICS
Towamensing Trails Property
Owners Association
Presidents Update Submitted by: Joan Elliott
Summer has come to an end with fall
now approaching. The leaves will be
changing and the landscape full of
beautiful colors.

If you are concerned about wildlife
and you are not in any danger please
do not call our security department.
You may call the Game Commission
@ 570-675-1143.

The Board of Directors will be starting the Budget Meetings in October. Lets all be thankful for our families
These are open meetings to Members and our friends as the holiday seain good standing.
son is nearing. Have a happy and
healthy Thanksgiving.
October 12, 2019 State Representative Doyle Heffley will hold the General Town Hall Meeting here at the
Teepee @ 9:00am.
We have a set tentative date of October 13, 2019 to lower the lake. Repairs will take about a week and then
it will take about another week to
raise the lake to its normal level.

UPDATE FROM THE OFFICE
The 2020 Invoices for Assessments will be mailed in the beginning of November, if you
do not receive your invoice please contact the Teepee. It is the property owners responsibility to keep their contact information up to date.

Picture by: JS

Special points of interest:
 If you have an emergency
call 911. If you need to
reach security, please call
570-722-9563.
 The deadline for the next
issue is November 1, 2019
 Before beginning any
work outside of your home
please contact the office to
inquire if a permit is needed.
 You must obtain a burn
permit before any kind of
outdoor fire, the Property
Owner must be present
when burning.
 All vehicles in
Towamensing Trails must
have a valid vehicle pass
displayed at all times.

All Boats need to be removed from the racks at the Marina by Saturday October 26,
2019. Basketball Hoops must be moved away from the road by November 1, 2019.

 The Publication Committee welcomes suggestions
or comments regarding
this issue or any past or
future issues. You may
respond via email:

Trick or Treat in the Trails: October 31st. 5 to 8, sign up at Teepee( info inside)

office@towamensing.com

We will accept books in the Library as long as they are put away on the shelves. The
shelves are organized alphabetically by Author.

The office will be closed on November 28th & 29th for Thanksgiving.
December 7, 2019 Towamensing Trails will be having a Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Pavilion 6:00 to 7:00pm. More information will be in the December/January Issue.
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CAMELBACK MOUNTAIN ADVENTURES

SHAWNEE MOUNTAIN SKI AREA

USA’S ONLY MONSTER COASTER

AUTUMN TIMBER FESTIVAL

September 27th – October 27th
Mon – Thurs Closed
Fri – Sun 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Driver $15.00
Rider $15.00

Sat Oct 12th – Sun Oct 13th
Children $8.50
Adults $12.50
Shawnee Mountain Ski Area
East Stroudsburg, PA

LIGHTS OUT ZIPLINE

September 27th to October 27th
Mon – Thur Closed
Fri – Sun 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM
$15.00 Per Ride
JIM THORPE FALL FESTIVAL

Visit Jim Thorpe during the first 3 weekends in October and witness the town in
all its amazing Colorful splendor.

COUNTRY JUNCTION

WALDORF ESTATE OF FEAR
October 4 to Nov 2
Recurring weekly on Friday & Saturday
7PM to 11PM
Prices: Varies by activity
610 – 82 – HOTEL
THE GREAT POCONO PUMPKIN FESTIVAL
AT COUNTRY JUNCTION

September 28th to October 27th
Recurring daily
Weekends 11AM to 6PM
Prices $10.00/fun-band: weekend activities
additional
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TREASURER’S REPORT

8/31/2019

SAVE THE DATES
October 5, 2019: Lake Preservation Meeting 9am (Teepee)

August Income

$

55,606.75

October 5, 2019: Community Clean Up 12:00 (Pavilion)
October 5, 2019: ACC Meeting 10am (Teepee)

Expenses

October 12, 2019: Board of Directors Meeting 10am (Teepee)

Administrative

$

22,649.30

Community Wide

$

31,095.36

Security

$

21,600.99

Maintenance

$

50,371.64

Recreation

$

57,512.43

Trash Removal

$

23,625.58

Restricted Funds

$

2,515.61

Total Expenses

$

209,370.91

October 19, 2019: Emergency Management Meeting 9:30am
(Teepee)
October 26, 2019: Kids Halloween Party 10am to 12pm
(Community Center)
October 28, 2019: Civil Penalty Meeting (Closed)
October 28, 2019: Advisory & Planning Meeting 9am
(Community Room)
November 2, 2019: ACC Meeting 10am (Teepee)
November 3, 2019: Daylight Savings Time Begins

Cash Assets

November 9, 2019: Board of Directors Meeting 10am (Teepee)
Operating Funds

$

640,797.68

Reserves

$ 2,041,118.38

Dam Bond

$

234,791.86

Lake/Dam Preservation

$

622,000.00

Contingency Fund

$

130,160.41

Committees

$

3,870.76

Total

$ 3,672,739.09

November 11, 2019: Election Day
November 16, 2019: Activities Meeting 10am (Community
Center)
November 16, 2019: Emergency Management Meeting 9:30am
(Teepee)
November 23, 2019: Advisory & Planning Meeting 9am
(Community Room)

Liabilities - none outstanding at this time

November 23, 2019: Civil Penalty Meeting (Closed)

ATV Penalties
Criminal Mischief
Disorderly Conduct
Dog

1
1
2
6

Trash/Illegal Dumping

9

Illegal Parking

11

Stop Sign

1

Speeding
Other Violations
Burglaries
Theft
Suspicious Activity

4
13
0
1
5

TTPOA/BOD Request

6

November 28 & 29, 2019: THANKSGIVING OFFICE IS CLOSED

TRICK OR TREAT
IN THE TRAILS
THURSDAY OCTOBER 31, 2019
5:00PM TO 8:00PM
PLEASE SIGN UP TO GIVE TREATS
AT THE TEEPEE AND GET YOUR
SIGN TO POST.
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SUMMER OF LOVE
The atmosphere was filled with love, peace, friendship, patriotism and great
music. Brian and Sue Denham once again created the stage (literally) for an
awesome throwback to the 60’s Music Fest. Most attendees came dressed in
their tie-dyed shirts and bell bottomed pants. The live band “Slick Roads”
performed music that got everyone “groovin” along to the beat. Food was in
abundance and the creative decorations helped set the mood. This ticketed
event was held in the outdoor pavilion. A special thank you to the Denhams
for bringing members of our community together to enjoy delicious food, great
music, awesome friendships and share lots of laughs.

THE AMAZING RACE
The amazing race what more can I say just that absolutely amazing. The
work the planning the ingenuity that went into this year‘s race was as usual “ outstanding”. 16 golf carts 4 to a cart participated. As each team
was assigned a number 6 challenges awaited the anxious participants.
Each challenge harder then the last. If you weren’t Kayaking along the
shores of the lake you were tied up in knots trying to escape. Golf carting
in a baseball field searching for items with your carts number on it or how
is your aim? Busting balloons with dull darts or getting ping pong balls in
a solo cup. And last but not least digging into a pie plate of not your favorite dessert. But the end result is the same. Fun! Fun! Fun! Congrats
to all the winners who completed their challenges in the best record time
and to all the volunteers who took the time to run a challenge and to Brian
and Sue Denham and Dan Mabrey who made this all possible.

TRAILS CLEAN UP

Children’s Halloween Party

Join Property Owners on October 5th for the next Trails
Cleanup from 12 Noon - 3:00 pm.
Participants will enjoy a delicious
lunch at noon, then head out to clean
up roads of their choice to keep our
community beautiful. As always,
vests, gloves and garbage bags will
be provided!
Contact: carlabenckert@gmail.com
with any questions!

The Children’s Halloween Party will be held at the
Community Center on Saturday October 26, 2019. Starting at 10am to 12pm. Please call the Teepee at 570-7220302, to sign up your child. Space is
limited, we can only accommodate 50
children & 2 adults per child.
We will be doing crafts, story time,
snacks and Trick or Treat Parade.
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ORIGINS OF HALLOWEEN
Halloween is celebrated on October 31 which is the last day of the Celtic Calendar. Originally a pagan holiday honoring the dead, it was called All Hallows’ Eve & goes back 2000 years. The culture
goes back to the ancient Druids in Ireland, Britain, & Northern Europe. It is rooted in the feast of
Samhain, which means summer’s end or November. It was a harvest festival with huge bonfires. They
believed the souls of the dead roamed their villages at night. Gifts & treats were left out to pacify any
evil & to ensure next years crops would be plentiful . They wore masks & disguises so they wouldn’t
be recognized by ghosts. This is associated with hobgoblins, fairies, & demons today. This eventually
became trick or treating.
Halloween celebrations were forbidden in the early American Colonies until the 1800’s. By then harvest festivals started incorporating elements of Halloween. Large numbers of immigrants & Irish came
to the US in the mid 19th century and brought their customs with them. Today Halloween is one of the
oldest holidays still celebrated & is second only to Christmas.
Whether you’re trying to avoid evil spirits, ghosts & goblins, or having fun with costumes, trick or
treating, & parties, be safe & enjoy the day.

COUNTRY JUNCTION
Largest country market in PA is located on Rt. 209 at 6565 Interchange Road in Lehighton, PA 18235, Phone
number is 610-377-8440. Don't miss out on one of the most diverse family entertainment and shopping experiences in PA.
Along with local produce you may also follow the yellow brick road to purchase local honey, a winery and wine
tasting and a variety of sweets, fudge and chocolate, jams and jellys, pies, ice cream, fresh roasted peanuts, a gift
shop filled with local souvenirs and crafts. Feast your eyes on the yummy baked goods offered at the bakery.
They have an annual Fall Harvest Festival on September 14-15 and September 21-22 you can also participate in
the Pumpkin Festival held on September 28 through October 27th with hay rides, corn maze, haunted house,
pumpkin picking, games, wagon rides, bumper balls, gourd grenade activity and great food.
Also for your shopping pleasure you can visit the Ashley Homestore furniture store. There is also an antique
store.
Your kids will love the free petting zoo with alpacas, pigs, chickens, goats, ducks, rabbits and turkeys. You may
feed the animals for a small fee. They even offer pet supplies and pets for sale.
The Escape Room has a schedule on Saturdays and Sundays which requires a reservation. You and your team have one hour to solve the riddles and
clues to find the key that lets you out of a themed room. A Lazer Tag Room which is a high tech live action game played in a spacious arena. It is played
under black lights and fog where special effects, laser beams, and pulse pumping music and other players create an exciting a nd entertaining adventure. Players can score by tagging the opposing team with their laser. Players can participate from 7 years old and up. Hours are Saturday from 11
a.m. until 9 p.m. and Sundays 11 a.m. until 8 p.m. The cost is $5 per player. You can also book a laser tag party at party@countryjunction.com
There is also an arcade game room as well. There are ballistic battle, photo booth, pinball machines, bowling games, and other interactive arcade
games There is a food court with your favorite foods and kid friendly foods as well. Be sure to visit "There's no place like home ".
The country junction is open 7 days a week. Enjoy your visit and entertainment.

14TH ANNUAL THANKSGIVING BASKET COLLECTION
DUE BY NOVEMBER 16, 2019 TO HELP OUR
NEIGHBORS IN NEED PLEASE DROP OFF
TO:
DIMARIA REALTY
Gift Certificate Aharts (for Turkey)
3 boxes of stuffing or 2 bags
2 boxes of potatoes
1 can of yams
3 cans of Corn
3 cans of gravy or gravy packets

3 cans of fruit
1 jar of cranberry/applesauce
1 bag of chocolate
3 cans of green beans
1 can of coffee
Or any non-perishable items for the food pantry; peanut
butter, cereals, soups, tuna fish, etc. We accept gift cards
in any amount to any supermarket
Thank you in advance for your help!!!! Any questions, call
Victoria at 570-234-3754.
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WHERE’D THAT SAYING COME FROM
Let’s Talk Turkey”
Definition: To engage in a frank and practical discussion about a matter (usually a business matter).
Origin of Talking Turkey
This expression was in use by the first half of the 1800s. Its origin story is said to come from an apocryphal tale about a White Settlers and a Native American hunting.
In the story, a Native American and White Settler are trying to divide some game from a hunt. The White
Settler offers that he can take the turkey while the Native American man can take the buzzard. Alternatively, the Native American can take the buzzard and he can take the turkey.
These two offers sounded different because the White Settler reversed the order. However, in both instances the White Settler would walk away with the larger prize. The Native American realized this and said to the White Settler, “Now
talk turkey to me.”
There is no evidence that this exchange actually happened. However, this story appears in multiple first hand sources throughout the
1800s. This seems to mean it was a popular original story for the idiom.

FEREL CATS IN THE TRAILS
Currently our community is overrun with feral cats. You see them everywhere you go. This is happening because people are feeding them. Feral cats are
wild animals. Feeding them actually hurts them. Feeding causes very large groups of cats in a small area, which causes them to fight over resources, guard
their space, continually breed and have litters, and spread diseases between themselves and to other animals.
The term "feral" describes any animal that is in a wild state, and have never been socialized to humans. This creates a probl em. Our familiarity with these
animals can make them incredibly dangerous. Like all wild animals, feral cats are unpredictable. If they are sick, feel threatened, cornered, or are defending
their young, they will attack. This can be a significant danger for children playing near an area where feral cats are living. This is also a significant danger to
people walking dogs, mowing lawns, or any other outside activity near an area where a feral cat may be resting or hanging out.
The following is a list of diseases that are very prevalent in feral cat communities and can be transmitted to humans and pets:
 Chlamidosis, which is an infection of the respiratory tract
 Skin psoriasis, which will cause irritations and different marks on the skin
 Conjunctivitis, also known as red or pink eye
 Lyme disease, caused by tick bites
 Salmonellosis caused by bacteria and resulting in diarrhea
 Toxoplasmosis – spread by cat feces can live in the soil for 18 months, this can be deadly to domestic cats
and dogs.
 Cryptosporidiosis and Campylobacterosis, both bacterial diseases that cause diarrhea
Article Submitted by: Kelly Jacoby




Hookworms and other intestinal parasites.
feline leukemia, and also feline immunodeficiency virus, to domesticated cats

STATES PART 2
KANSAS —— Liberal, Kansas has an exact replica of the house in “The Wizard
of Oz”.
KENTUCKY —— Has more than $6 billion in gold underneath Fort Knox.
LOUISIANA —— Has parishes instead of countries because they were originally
French church units.
MAINE —— It is so large that it covers as many square miles as the other five
New England states combined.
MARYLAND —— The Ouija board was created in Baltimore in 1892.
MASSACHUSETTS —— The Fig Newton is named after Newton, Massachusetts.
MICHIGAN ——Fremont, home to Gerber, is the baby food capital of the world.
MINNESOTA —— Bloomington’s Mall of America is so big, that if you spent 10
minutes in each store, you’d be there almost four days

MISSISSIPPI —— President Teddy Roosevelt refused to shoot a bear
here….that’s how the teddy bear got its name.
MISSOURI —— Is the birthplace of the ice cream cone.

MONTANA —— A sapphire from Montana is in the Crown Jewels of England.
NEBRASKA —— More triplets are born here than in any other state.
NEW HAMPSHIRE —— Birthplace of Tupperware, invented in 1938 by
Earl Tupperware.
NEW JERSEY —— Has the most shopping malls in one area in the world.
NEW MEXICO —— Smokey the Bear was rescued from a 1950 forest fire
here.
NEW YORK —— Is home to the nation’s oldest cattle ranch, started in 1747
in Montauk.
NORTH CAROLINA —— Home of the first Krispy Kreme doughnut.
NORTH DAKOTA —— Rigby, North Dakota, is the exact geographic center
of North America.

Page 7

FRANCESCO PETRARCA POET
Rarely do great beauty and great virtue dwell together”
“Books have lead some to learning and others to madness”
Francesco Petrarca was an Italian scholar and poet during the Italian Renaissance who is
credited with being one of the earliest humanists. He was born in Arezzo, Italy on July 20,
1304. He spent much of his life is Florence, Tuscany and Avignon. He studied law with his
brother but, upon the death of his father, abandoned law and instead studied literature and
writing. He met Laura de Noves in 1327 and remained fixated on her for the rest of his life,
writing 366 poems and love sonnets that centered on his love for Laura. She never returned
his love. He developed and made popular the Italian sonnet which are called Petrarchan
sonnets.
In the 1330’s, he traveled to Germany, France, what is now Britain and Ireland searching in
churches, libraries and monasteries for forgotten classical manuscripts. While in Verona, he
discovered the unknown letters of Cicero in the library of the cathedral.
Petrarca lived though a plaque that killed many of his friends, including his beloved Laura,
and his son Giovanni. This inspired him to write The Triumph of Love and The Triumph of
Chastity.
He died of a stroke on July 19, 1374.

PENN KIDDER LIBRARY CENTER MOVES
Penn Kidder Library center has enjoyed its tenure in Pine Point Plaza for roughly seven years, first in the modular and next in the Plaza, conveniently located between Mauch Chunk Trust Bank and the US Post Office. Board of Trustees chair Mary Farnschladder released the following statement.
We have enjoyed our time at Pine Point Plaza, and want to thank our landlords, Jim Smith & Barbara Franzosa. Our current lease at
Pine Point Plaza however will expire August 31, 2019. Faced with the loss of approximately 1/3 of our existing space, we saw a need to
expand, not reduce our space and services to the community. We wanted to remain in the general area, so as to continue serving both
Kidder & Penn Forest Townships & students in the Jim Thorpe Area School District.
We are happy to announce that we will be moving to our new home, located at 2588 State Route 903, Albrightsville, Pa 18210, next to
Dr. Lesitsky’s office, in the space previously occupied by Hauser Newman Vision Center. This location will mean more space and provide ample parking. We hope to be up and running in our new quarters by September 1, 2019. In the meantime, please have patience
with us as we make the transition to our new home.

“WOUNDED WARRIOR”
I was fishing on the dam the weekend of July 13th and saw an
eagle perched in a tree. Also being a nature photographer I
had my camera in the car. I retrieved it and took photos of the
eagle. I didn't notice until I was processing the photos that it
appeared to be missing it's right foot. Shortly after I shot the
first photo the eagle flew away. I remembered I also had a
photo of him in flight (photo 2). I processed the photo and indeed he is missing a foot. I named the eagle "Wounded Warrior"
Thanks for your time,
Nick DiBartolomeo
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THE TRAILS UPS & DOWNS IN THE 1980’S
In 1981, ten years after the first lots were sold there were 480 houses in the Trails. With the increased population came the need for increases in the annual
assessments. The $60 assessment in force since 1974 was eventually increased to $85 in 1982 and then $125 in 1987 but not wit hout resistance. Historically the
Trails assessment was always far less then the surrounding communities but as we grew and expanded our facilities the need for more funds was evident.
Over the years our community offered many activities. There were horse tournaments, sailing clinics and races, swimming lessons, aquatic exercise classes,
swim meets, and scheduled bonfires on the beach during the summer. Due to high precipitation during 1981 a pond developed o n McKuen Way which was
utilized for fishing during the summer and ice skating during the winter.
Several changes also occurred during the 80’s. There was a small playground by the Teepee which was removed and a new improved one installed down by the
beach. There used to be 6 dumpsters located around the Trails for the convenience of our residents however they were abused and became overrun with illegal
dumping of items. Several fires occurred in them resulting from hot coals being dumped. Therefore, they were removed and a more controlled system as we
have now was put in place.
Theft was on the rise during this time. There were originally 22 roads that led into the Trails which allowed unauthorized a ccess into the community. It was
decided to block many of the roads with large boulders to eliminate so many access points. Property owners were then required to have issued stickers on their
vehicles. A Neighborhood watch program was organized and volunteers manned the guard house when security was not on duty.
The TLTC obtained their liquor license in 1982 and a draft beer system was installed in 1984. The club boasted having a jukebox, dart board, TV, Hi-Fi and a
piano. In 1986 the snack bar was refurbished with kitchen facilities allowing for fried foods and dinner preparations. It was also the year of the first Covered
Dish night and breakfast offered for purchase on weekends with the help of volunteers who did the cooking. Dances were held frequently but there was a $3.00
per person door charge.
The mid 1980s brought the end of the Broadscope era and the beginning of ownership of land by the POA. Many new committees were formed to help keep
the Trails the best, safest and most efficiently run community. The first Fun Day was held in 1985. During this time, to help defray the cost of printing and
mailing the Trails Topics, advertising space was sold and the issues were made smaller in size. A recycling program run by maintenance was instituted in 1988
for aluminum cans and newspapers.
In 1986 the stables were eliminated and the maintenance shed was built. Cable TV was introduced to the Trails in 1988. In 1989 we held our first annual Jerry’s Kids Walk-A-Thon. There were 49 participates who walked the 4 miles and raised over $400 for Muscular Dystrophy. In that same year the rental of
sailboats was discontinued due to high liability costs. The sailboats were auctioned off at Fun Day and the proceeds were used to purchase paddle boats.
The lake required much attention every year. Besides the restocking it needed revitalization through draining, cleaning up algae build-up and improvements to
the dam, reconstruction of the dock, marina and swimming area.
The Trails were constantly evolving!

PLEASE BE MINDFUL AND RESPECTFUL
OF OUR MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT
WHEN YOU SEE THEM OUT ON THE
ROADS.
PAY ATTENTION TO ROAD CLOSURE
SIGNS AND DETOURS
THE MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT DUMPSTER IS FOR THEIR USE ONLY!!!! IT IS NOT
MEANT FOR ANYONE ELSE TO USE.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
UPDATES
PROPERTY OWNERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR DISPLAYING THEIR 911 ADDRESS NUMBERS.
THERE IS AN ORDINANCE IN PLACE FOR THE 911 ADDRESS SIGNS. YOU CAN PICK ONE UP HERE IN THE
OFFICE OR VISIT THE PENN FOREST TOWNSHIP
WEBSITE.
THERE ARE CERTAIN SPECIFICS THAT NEED TO BE
FOLLOWED TO BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE
ORDIANCE.
IF YOU NEED INFORMATION ABOUT THIS PLEASE
CONTACT THE OFFICE
570-722-0302.
PENN FOREST #2 FIRE COMPANY DOES MAKE THE
911 SIGNS UP TO CODE, AND WILL INSTALL THEM
FOR A FEE
THEIR PHONE NUMBER IS
570-722-0555

ADVERTISE HERE
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE
IS
November 1, 2019.
THE COST IS $45.00

Towamensing Trails POA
PO BOX 100
Albrightsville, PA 18210

Phone: 570-722-0302
Fax: 570-722-2061
Email: office@towamensing.com

Towamensing Trails Security:
TTPOA Office:

570-722-9563
570-722-0302

Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm

Penn Forest Fire Departments:
Fire Company #1 (Route 903):

570-325-4203

Fire Company #2 (Route 534):

570-722-0555

Albrightsville (Route 534):

570-722-8325

Saturday 9am to 3pm Sunday Closed
Borough and Township Offices:
TTPOA Web Site: www.towamensing.com

Carbon County Office:

570-325-3611

TTPOA Email:

Penn Forest Township:

570-325-2768

office@towamensing.com

Trails Lake and Tennis Club:
TLTC Web Site:

570-722-8582

www.tltclive.com

Police Department (non-emergency):

Medical:
Gnaden Huetten Memorial Hospital:

610-377-1300

Lehigh Valley Hospital:

570-421-4000

Geisinger:

570-808-7300

Carbon County Sheriff:

570-325-2821

US Veterans Hospital:

570-824-3521

Fern Ridge Police Department:

570-646-2271

St. Luke’s Urgent Care Center:

570-325-2400

St. Luke’s Monroe Campus Hospital

272-212-1000

Postal Service:
Albrightsville Post Office:

570-722-9493

