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2018 February/March
Trails Topics
Towamensing Trails
Property Owners Association
Presidents Update Submitted by: Joan Elliott
We are in need of volunteers to fill some of our
Committees that have
openings.

By now all Assessments
should be paid for 2018.
Late fees were applied on
January 8, 2018.
I would like to thank our
hard-working Maintenance department for
diligently working on
keeping our roads treated and plowed during
our winter months.

Falling through ice is a
scary thought for anyone during the winter
time.
As winter progresses
the weather fluctuates.
Ice less than 2 inches
thick is extremely dangerous.
No one is allowed on
the lake when it is frozen.

Our Architectural Control Committee, Advisory
& Planning and Emergency Management Committees have openings.
If you are interested
come into the office and
fill out a committee
member application.
Thanks to all of our owners who currently take
the time to volunteer
their time on our committees.

Thank you for your cooperation with this
matter.

Special points of
interest:
 If you have an
emergency call 911.
If you need to reach
security please call
570-722-9563.
 The deadline for the
next Trails Topics is
Friday March 2,
2018
 Before beginning
any work outside of
your home please
contact the office to
inquire if a permit is
needed.
 Roads are closed
for heavy equipment starting February 15th through
April 15th.

Update From The Office


Golf Carts & ATV’s must be registered by the end of February for the current year. Please bring
your Insurance & State Registration for ATV’s & insurance for Golf Carts to the office, the fee is
still $35.00.



Boats can be registered starting on Saturday April 7, 2018. Boat Racks are first come first serve,
get here bright and early on Saturday April 7, 2018 to reserve your rack.



Remember our 2018 Applications, Rules of Conduct, and the Architectural Control Committee
Rules are now available online and also in the office. Please pay attention to any changes.



Resale Certificates for 2018 are now $145.00 and our Capital Improvement fees are: for a house
$290.00 and for a lot $145.00.
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December Financials
Income

$31,461.57

Expenses
Administrative
Community Wide
Security
Maintenance
Recreation
Trash Removal
Restricted Funds

$19,033.01
$71,090.95
$20,468.74
$36,907.06
$3,284.04
$8,682.72
$3,610.92

Total Expenses

$163,077.44

SAVE THE DATES
February 3, 2018: Lake
Preservation Meeting 9am
ACC Meeting 10am both at
Teepee
February 10, 2018: Board
of Directors Meeting, 10am
at the Teepee
February 17, 2018: Publications Meeting
11:00am
February 24, 2018: Advisory & Planning Mtg.
9:30am at the community room

Cash Assets
Operating Funds
Reserves
Dam Bond
Lake/Dam Preservation
Contingency Fund
Committees

$1,491,770.14
$1,100,472.33
$231,142.11
$610,000.00
$128,279.88
$2,930.56

Total

$3,564,595.02

Liabilities - none outstanding at this
time

February 24, 2018: Civil Penalty Mtg. (closed)
March 3, 2018: ACC Meeting 10am at the Teepee
March 10, 2018: Board of Directors Mtg. 10am at
the Teepee
March 17, 2018: Publications Meeting

DECEMBER UAS SECURITY REPORT

ATV Penalties

0

Criminal Mischief

1

Disorderly Conduct
Dog

1
3

Trash/Illegal Dumping
Illegal Parking
Stop Sign
Speeding
Other Violations
Burglaries
Theft

17
3
0
4
3
2
1

Suspicious Activity
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TTPOA/BOD Request

0

March 24, 2018: Advisory & Planning Mtg.
9:30am at the community room
March 24, 2018: Civil Penalty Meeting (closed)
March 24, 2018: Children’s Easter Party
April 7, 2018: Register Boats Reserve Boat Racks
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2017 CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY
The TTPOA Children’s Christmas Party was held on December 9th and it was a huge success. The children participated in a craft workshop and enjoyed making tree ornaments and bracelets/necklaces
out of beads. The “Night Before Christmas” was read and everyone listened intently. The children actively had fun playing games while waiting for Santa. And oh boy, when Santa arrived on a fire truck,
cheers and smiles lit up the community center.

TOYS FOR TOTS

The 2nd annual Toys for Tots dinner was held Thursday December 7th at the TLTC. One hundred patrons attended the dinner. The U.S. Marine Corps were presented with a check from the proceeds along
with the abundant amount of toys that were donated. A big thank you to all of the volunteers who took
the time to make this event a huge success. Also to Ginger Carlson who hosted this annual event will
be dearly missed.

TLTC NEW YEARS EVE PARTY
Although it was bitterly cold outside the warmth of friendship was felt
inside as members of our community rang in the New Year. The catered
affair was a huge success due to the combined efforts of Brian & Sue
Denham, Ron Woytowich and several volunteers who helped transform
the club into a party atmosphere. Fantastic entertainment was provided by Rob Carroll. The dance floor was hopping and the party really got
rocking when several party goers dressed up as mummers and strutted
the floor. A good time was had by all!
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PEARLS OF THE COMMUNITY
TTPOA MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT
Who plows the roads?
Who cuts the grass & trims the trees?
Who takes care of our common areas?
Who takes care of the lake & pool areas?
Who tends to the Marina, tennis & basketball courts?
THE MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT, THAT’S WHO!
Eric George and his crew of six take care of every foot of the trails, from the front entrance off Rt. 903 to the
maintenance building off Rt. 534
They do it all and do a GREAT JOB!

Edgar Allan Poe

TTPOA CHRISTMAS PARTY

(January 19, 1809-October 7, 1849)
A writer, editor and literary critic. His father abandoned the family in 1810 and his mother died two
years later, leaving Poe and his siblings orphans. Poe
was raised by his wealthy aunt and uncle who paid
for his education at the University of Virginia where
he was expelled for gambling. He later entered West
Point where he was court-marshalled for noncompliance. Poe published “The Raven” in 1945
which was an instant success. Some of his other famous works include “The Tell Tale Heart”, “The Black
Cat”, and “Annabel Lee”. He is best known for his
poetry and tales of mystery and horror.
On October 3, 1945, Poe was found delirious on the
streets of Baltimore. He was taken to Washington
Medical College where he died on October 7 at 5:00
AM. The exact cause of his death is undetermined
but his final words were, “Lord help my poor
soul”. All medical records, including his death certificate, have been lost.

A TTPOA Holiday Party was held in early December at Boulder View Tavern to thank all
the numerous volunteers who give their time
and effort to help make our community so
great. Each committee is comprised of individuals who work so hard to enhance our
community. The festive event was also the
perfect opportunity to acknowledge our wonderful office staff, maintenance workers and
share ideas for the upcoming year.
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Valentine’s Day Facts and
Oddities!


About 1 billion Valentine's Day
cards are exchanged in US each
year. That's the largest seasonal
card-sending occasion of the
year, next to Christmas.



Women purchase 85% of all valentines.



Parents receive 1 out of every 5 valentines.



About 3% of pet owners will give Valentine's Day gifts
to their pets.



Valentine's Day and Mother's Day are the biggest holidays for giving flowers.



Worldwide, over 50 million roses are given for Valentine's Day each year.



Richard Cadbury invented the first Valentine’s Day
candy box in the late 1800s.



If an apple is cut in half, the number of seeds found
inside the fruit will indicate the number of children
that individual will have.



To be awoken by a kiss on Valentine's Day is considered lucky.



If you see a squirrel on Valentine's Day, you will marry
a cheapskate who will hoard all your money.



If you see a goldfinch on Valentine's Day, you will marry a millionaire.



If you see a robin on Valentine's Day, you will marry a
crime fighter - maybe they mean Batman!



If you see a flock of doves on Valentine's Day, you will
have a happy, peaceful marriage.

2018 RULE CHANGES
2018 Rules of Conduct


Recreational fires: All property owners
who wish to have a Recreational Fire must
complete a burn permit and follow all Rules
& Regulations. Only clay or metal chimineas with one opening in the front are exempt
from this regulation. While in Burn Ban
Situation, there are NO Burning exemptions. PROPERTY OWNERS MUST BE PRESENT FOR ALL FIRES.



All vehicles, campers, trailers, golf carts &
atv’s must be registered with the TTPOA
and must have current state registration,
inspection, and insurance where required.
Campers may NOT be used as a temporary
or permanent living quarters while on your
lot.

2018 Architectural Control


By signing the permit application the property owner acknowledges the application to
be true to whatever is outlined. In any case
of encroachment, the encroaching property
owner will need to get a survey and the permit will be considered null & void. The
property owner could face ACC fines & legal
action.



No tree of more than four (4) inches in diameter may be cut down without ACC approval. This measurement should be taken
4ft. From the ground. This applies to both
dead & live trees.

Saint Patrick’s Day, feast day (March 17) of St. Patrick, patron saint of Ireland. Born in Roman Britain in
the late 4th century, he was kidnapped at the age of 16 and taken to Ireland as a slave. He escaped but returned about 432 to convert the Irish to Christianity. By the time of his death on March 17, 461, he had
established monasteries, churches, and schools. Many legends grew up around him—for example, that he
drove the snakes out of Ireland and used the shamrock to explain the Trinity. Ireland came to celebrate his
day with religious services and feasts.
It was emigrants, particularly to the United States, who transformed St. Patrick’s Day into a largely secular holiday of revelry and celebration of things Irish. Cities with large numbers of Irish immigrants,
staged the most extensive celebrations, which included elaborate parades. Boston held its first St. Patrick’s
Day parade in 1737, followed by New York City in 1762. Since 1962 Chicago has colored its river green to
mark the holiday. Irish and non-Irish alike commonly participate in the “wearing of the green”—sporting an item of green clothing or a shamrock, the Irish national plant, in the lapel. Corned beef and cabbage are associated with the holiday, and even beer
is sometimes dyed green to celebrate the day.

4 pounds corned beef brisket
1 cup brown sugar
1 (12 fluid ounce) can or bottle Irish stout beer (e.g. Guinness(r))
Directions





Preheat oven to 300 degrees F (150 degrees C). Rinse the beef completely and pat dry.
Place the brisket on rack in a roasting pan or Dutch oven. Rub the brown sugar on the corned beef to coat entire
beef, including the bottom. Pour the bottle of stout beer around, and gently over the beef to wet the sugar.
Cover, and place in preheated oven. Bake for 2 1/2 hours. Allow to rest 5 minutes before slicing.
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ST. JOSEPH’S DAY

THE ST. JOSEPH’S CAKE

The tradition of the “St. Joseph
Table” of food (“la tavala di San
Giuseppe”) has its origins in Sicily. Legends from the Middle Ages
attributed the end of a devastating drought to a prayer-devotion
that the Sicilian people made to
St. Joseph. This celebration is a
symbolic “thank you” and renewal of the Sicilian people’s devotion to Saint Joseph. Traditional
etiquette is that no one can be
turned away from this table. As
it is a living tradition, it has
many interpreters and many food
entries have been added and deleted along the way but two constants remain: no meat and sesame-coated breads in symbolic
shapes.

also known as zeppole, is a tradition shared
by Philadelphian residents. Please enjoy the
recipe below.

WHERE'D THAT PHRASE COME
FROM?
EVERY DOG HAS IT'S DAY
Truer words have never been spoken. Indeed, “every dog
does have his day”, meaning that everyone meets with success at one time or another.
And, that phrase, which is still used regularly today, is quite
old. Etymologists believe the idiom was popularized as early
as the seventeenth century in Shakespeare's legendary play
HAMLET. In act 5, scene 1, Hamlet says to Claudius: Let
Hercules himself do what he may, the cat will mew and dog
will have his day.
Over 400 years later, we continue to use this phrase to
mean essentially the same thing.
I have never once won the lottery, but I keep on playing because every dog has it's day!!

Ingredients:
Pastry:
1 cup water
3 tablespoons butter
1/2 teaspoon sugar
Pinch of salt
1 cup flour
4 eggs
Filling:
1/4 cup sugar
2 tablespoons cornstarch
1 cup whole milk
2 egg yolks
1/2 tablespoon dark rum
1 teaspoon grated orange zest
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3/4 cup heavy cream, whipped
Confectioners' sugar for dusting
Maraschino cherries
To make the pastry:
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Line a baking sheet
with parchment paper.
In a medium saucepan, combine water, butter, sugar, and salt. Bring to a boil. Remove from
heat. With a wooden spoon, beat in flour all at once.
Return to low heat. Continue beating until mixture
forms a ball and leaves side of pan. Remove from
heat. Beat in eggs, one at a time, beating hard after
each addition until smooth. Continue beating until
dough is satiny and breaks in strands. Allow the
mixture to cool.
Transfer the dough to a pastry bag with a large star
tip. For each pastry, pipe a 2-1/2 -inch spiral with a
raised outer wall on the baking sheet. Bake for 25
to 30 minutes until golden brown. Remove and allow to cool before filling.
To make the filling:
Combine sugar and cornstarch in a saucepan. In a
bowl, whisk together milk and egg yolks. Whisk
milk mixture into sugar mixture. Place the saucepan over medium heat. Bring the mixture to a boil,
whisking constantly. Boil for 1 minute; remove from
heat. Stir in rum, orange zest, and vanilla. Transfer
the pastry cream to a bowl. Place a piece of plastic
wrap directly on the surface. Allow to cool for 30

minutes and then refrigerate until
cold. Fold in the whipped cream.
To assemble the zeppole:
Cut the pastries in half horizontally. Transfer the
filling mixture to a pastry bag with a star tip. Pipe
some of the filling onto the cut side of the bottom
half of each pastry. Place the top half of the pastry
on the filling.
Pipe a small amount of the filling into the hole in the
center of each pastry.
Place a maraschino cherry in the middle. Dust the
pastries with confectioners' sugar.

8

9

KIDS CORNER
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Surviving the Bitter Cold
When a “Polar Vortex” is expected, be prepared. Dress in layers with a non-permeable outer layer to minimize the
effects of the cold wind. Hands and feet have the greatest risk of frostbite because body heat is reserved to protect
our vital organs. So wear extra socks and use mittens instead of gloves to keep fingers warmer by being next to
each other. Thirty percent of your body heat can be lost from your head so always wear a hat and cover your ears.
A scarf can also be used to cover your mouth and nose.
Make sure boots fit properly and aren't too tight because that can limit circulation to the feet and toes. Get out of
any wet clothing ASAP. Be alert to the signs of frostbite and hypothermia.
Frostbite starts with a tingling or stinging sensation followed by redness and pain that can turn into discoloration
and numbness.
Hypothermia on the other hand can affect the brain making it harder
to think clearly and make smart decisions. Warning signs are shivering,
confusion, slurred speech, and drowsiness. If any of these symptoms occur,
cover any exposed skin, get to a warm place and seek medical treatment.
The elderly, diabetics, and those with heart and circulatory problems
are most vulnerable. Alcohol and caffeine can also inhibit the body’s ability
to protect itself from the cold.
So stay safe this winter and remember to check on your neighbors!
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Jim the Handyman
Dependable * Professional * Experienced
Quality Interior & Exterior Work
Painting, Tile, Carpentry, Trim, Decks and More
Serving Carbon County &
Route 903 Communities

570-778-9559
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Towamensing Trails POA
PO BOX 100
Albrightsville, PA 18210

Phone: 570-722-0302
Fax: 570-722-2061
E-mail: office@towamensing.com

Towamensing Trails Security:

570-722-9563

Penn Forest Fire Departments:

TTPOA Office:

570-722-0302

Fire Company #1 (Route 903):

570-325-4203

Fire Company #2 (Route 534):

570-722-0555

Albrightsville (Route 534):

570-722-8325

Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 3pm Sunday Closed
TTPOA Web Site: www.towamensing.com

Borough and Township Offices:

TTPOA Email:

Carbon County Office:

570-325-3611

Penn Forest Township:

570-325-2768

office@towamensing.com

Trails Lake and Tennis Club:
TLTC Web Site:

570-722-8582

Medical:

www.tltclive.com

Police Department (non-emergency):

Gnaden Huetten Memorial Hospital:

610-377-1300

Carbon County Sheriff:

570-325-2821

Lehigh Valley Hospital:

570-421-4000

Fern Ridge Police Department:

570-646-2271

Geisinger:

570-808-7300

US Veterans Hospital:

570-824-3521

St. Luke’s Urgent Care Center:

570-325-2400

St. Luke’s Monroe Campus Hospital

272-212-1000

Postal Service:
Albrightsville Post Office:

570-722-9493

