
SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 
 

 If you have an emergency 

please call 911. If you also  

want TTPOA  Security’s                  

assistance, you must call                     

Security directly@570-722-9563 

or                                                                 

1-800-916-7501 

  Office hours are Monday thru   

Friday 9am to 5pm. Saturday 

9am to 3pm. Closed on  Sunday 

 Without written  authorization 

from the deeded property               

owner vehicle/trash passes will 

not be  given out.  

 Before beginning any work 

outside your home please                    

contact the office to inquire if a 

permit is needed.  

 The New Rules of Conduct and 

the New ACC Rules will be 

available for pick up on                      

January 2, 2014 in the office. 

 Reminder, we recycle here in 

the Trails. We have a                       

compactor just for Co-mingled 

recycling. For more                            

information please pick up your 

pamphlet at the office.  

 Please see page2, Save the Date 

for Meeting Dates, office                  

closings etc. 

DECEMBER/ 

JANUARY 2014 

Committee, will be held at the 

TLTC on December 14, 2013.  

Please sign up the children at 

the Teepee so that Santa will 

have something for all! 

This is the 1st issue of the 

Trails Topics prepared by the 

new Publication Committee.  

We hope you are impressed by 

it.  See all new committee 

members in article on a follow-

ing page.  Good Job Ladies. 

Winter will  soon be approach-

ing, if you have trees on your 

property that will come down 

when packed with snow & ice, 

please trim them back before 

snow arrives. 

Best Wishes from the Board of 

Directors, Office staff, Mainte-

nance department and the la-

dies in the Game room.  Merry 

Christmas and Happy Holidays 

to all!!!  We also wish you a 

very safe & Happy New Year!!! 

. 

How wonderful was our Fall 

Season!  We were blessed with 

the best October in years,  

Warm days, cool nights and no 

early snow.   

We are finally proceeding with 

our dam plans.  Divers will be 

coming in to check out the gate 

and then on to raising the dam.   

Bench dedication to honor Bill 

Doscher, Pat Anderson & Ron 

McCuen was held at the mari-

na.  Diane Anderson and her 

family attended and unfortu-

nately, the following week she 

passed on to be reunited with 

her husband, Pat.  Plaque was 

attached to memorial stone for 

Pat the following week.  We 

also lost Property owner, Elea-

nor Flick, one of our long time 

lake front property owners. 

Activities Committee held Hal-

loween Party for children at the 

TLTC and it was a huge suc-

cess.  There were 68 children 

who attended along with their 

parents.  Thanks to TLTC for 

keeping up some of the decora-

tions from their Halloween 

Party.  The children & parents 

loved it! Thank You Mel Pea-

body, Chairperson & Terry 

Haley, Co-Chairperson and all 

Activities Committee. Great 

Job!  We also wish the thank 

Dan & Victoria DiMaria for 

their generous donation to the 

Activities Committee.  It was 

most appreciated. 

We had a group of people from 

Fire Wise in our community.  

They were very impressed in 

regard to our well respected 

Fire Wise Community. 

Many thanks to Lynn Hall & 

Sally Fetterman for sprucing 

up our front entrance with Hal-

loween and Christmas decora-

tions.  They also planted many 

daffodil bulbs for spring.   

There is a man power shortage 

in our Fire Departments in 

Carbon County. 

Imagine dialing 911 for a fire 

and very few volunteer firemen 

show up.  If you are willing & 

able, please contact Penn 1 or 2 

or Albrightsville and sign up. 

Children’s Christmas Party, 

sponsored by the Activities 
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Save the Date 

 December 07, 2013– ACC Meeting and Lake Preservation  

 December 14, 2013– Board of Directors Meeting 10:00am. Kids 

Christmas Party at the Club House 10:00am to noon 

 December 21, 2013– Civil Penalty Meeting (CLOSED Meeting) 

 December 24, 2013– Office Closes at noon 

 December 25, 2013– Office Closed 

 December 27, 2013-Optional Board of  Directors Meeting 

 December 28, 2013– Advisory Meeting 

 December 31, 2013– Office closes at noon 

 January 1, 2014– Office Closed 

 January 4, 2014– ACC Meeting 

 January 7, 2014– Assessment Due Date 

 January 11, 2014– Board of Directors Meeting 10:00am 

 January 18, 2014– Civil Penalty Meeting (CLOSED Meeting) 

 January 24, 2014– Optional Board of  Directors Meeting 

 January 25, 2014– Advisory Meeting 

Just knowing it’s almost Friday and my heart skips a beat as I 

begin to think about what fun we’ll have with our Pocono Peeps!  

Ah…what to do with the weekend! 

Local/Seasonal offerings include:  

The Inn at Pocono Manor-Pocono Winter Wonderland:                                       
(570) 374-1295 ext. 0 

Admission $5.00/pp. children under 5 years free.  

Santa and the reindeer, Bon fire and s ’mores, Ice skating 

 ornament/cookie decorating , story tellers, horse drawn sleigh rides, Hot coco for 
the kids and hot totties for the grown-ups!  

Jim Thorpe/Lehigh Gorge Scenic Railway :(570)- 325-8485 

Autumn Leaf Train Excursions, Santa Claus Special Train *Call for details and pric-
ing  

Split Rock Resort in Lake Harmony, PA:                                                                     
(570) 722-9111 or (800) 255-7625  

Open to the public and offered to local residents with a 10% discount. 

 First Run Movie Theater.H2Oooohh! Indoor Waterpark, Bowling & Arcade , 
Mountain Message , Hair Gallery (call for coupon and facials information) Fitness 
Club Membership (one month, three month, and yearly memberships available) 
Artic Paws Dog Sledding, Golf.  

For the Young and Young At Heart 

Sledding 

Artic Paws Dog Sled Tours, Pocono Manor, PA: (570) 216-2551 

Adventure Center At Skytop Lodge, Skytop, PA: (570) 595-7401(Tobogganing)  

Daisy Field Farm, White Haven, PA: (570) 839-0925 (Sleigh rides, pony rides etc.)  

Manor Sports At Pocono Manor, Pocono Manor, PA: (570) 839-3908                              

(Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides) 

Snowmobiling 

Snowmobiling At Hickory Run State Park, White Haven, PA: (888) 727-2757 

Skiing/Snowboarding/Snow Tubing  

Jack Frost/Big Boulder, Blakeslee, PA (570) 722-0100  

Camelback Mountain, Tannersville, PA (800) 233-8100 

Shawnee Mountain, East Stroudsburg, PA (800) 233-4218 

**Check out your local Parks and Recreation Departments for discount tickets!  

Horseback Riding 

Deer Path Riding Stables, White Haven, PA (570) 443-4431 

Skirmish Paintball, Albrightsville, PA: (800) 754-7647 

Olde Time Christmas in Jim Thorpe 

First 3 weekends of December, Shops are open, train is running and the town is 

decorated for the holiday! 

 

Income $28,917.24 

Expenses  

Administrative $17,877.64 

Community Wide $30,145.61 

Security $29,991.72 

Maintenance $32,323.50 

Recreation $2,928.94 

Trash Removal $6,287.38 

Restricted Funds   

Total Expenses $119,554.79 

   

Cash Assets  

Mauch Chunk Activities $1,737.02 

Lake Preservation $1,546.52 

Mauch Chunk Operating $77,172.14 

Mauch Mauch Money Market $201,630.22 

1st Northern Money Market $215,722.94 

Union Operating $196,581.81 

Union Membership $244,289.67 

  

ESSA CD $103,409.58 

1st Northern $29,526.31 

CDARS Reserve $1,244,018.73 

CDARS Operating $681,032.04 

Total $2,996,666.98 

October Financial Report 

Liabilities-none outstanding at this time 

 



DEAR TOWAMENSING TRAILS PROPERTY OWNERS 

“Come Get Involved and Submit” 
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You’re newly appointed members of the Publications Committee would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves as 

well as to reach out to the community and welcome input.  Like you, committee members are Towamensing Trails property 

owners and as such have a stake and keen interest in the community, its surroundings and the quality of life that it affords us.   

 

As a group, we do not see ourselves bogged down in committee meetings but rather energized at the potential to be creative 

and make a meaningful impact. It is with this enthusiasm that the publication committee members extend this welcome and set 

forth this request.   

 

If you have an idea, suggestion or comment you would like to offer, we welcome your feedback. Perhaps you have special 

knowledge on a topic that you would like to share? Have a funny story, snap shot and/or a special recipe that might brighten 

someone’s day, lend us a giggle or leave us in rolling laughter! Share it!!! Come get involved and submit!!!  

 

This is our shared publication.  It is intended to meet our needs and in good spirits, highlight the “Pearls” of our community. 

Trails Topics suggestions, potential articles for inclusion and/or comments can be emailed to Sondra Watterson 

(SondraW@towamensing.com), dropped off or mailed to the Teepee.  

 

Please join me now in welcoming all of the publication committee member volunteers including Linda Duaime (Co-Chair), Chris 

Bandish (Secretary), Michele Smith (designated back up), Kathy Martini, Kelly Jacoby, Debbie Barnes, and Kristine Rizanow.            

Special thanks to Dolores Cosgrove, Board Liaison and Sondra Watterson, Administrative Assistant.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Colleen Mack  

Publication Committee Chair 

 

Our next issue is Valentines Day, would 
you like to submit a short letter or poem 
to your loved one, partner or significant 
other, please submit them to the office 
no later then January  3, 2014, poems 
will be randomly selected and featured 
in the next Trails Topics.  We must ask 

that entries  be 200 words or less.   

And Their Off!!!!! The 2013-2014 TLTC Shuffle 

Board Tournament initiated on November 2, 2013- 

Whohoo!!!!  Both novice and seasoned players                    

enjoyed a few laughs, good food and a little healthy 

competition Saturday- all in good spirits of course.  This 

weekly event requires no long term commitment                    

except that it begins on Saturdays at 3:50 pm, and the 

cost is $2.00/pp. Shufflers, non-shufflers and their 

guests are welcomed to join in on the festivities. So get 

off the couch!! Come meet your neighbor’s and make 

some new friends!!  A huge thanks goes out to Joe 

Traffica for dedicating his time and energy to                     

running this yearly event.  



During World War I, which 
started on July 28, 1914 and lasted until 
November 11 1918, 9 million combat-
ants lost their lives. For those of you 
not up on statistics that is equivalent to 
almost the entire state of North Caroli-
na. Amidst all of the fighting and killing 
a Christmas miracle took place, a mira-
cle that has littered the history books 
with great stories of human compassion 
and has even inspired many Christmas 
songs.  

 
That miracle is the ceasefire that 

occurred during the week prior to 
Christmas just 5 months after the war 
began.  Parties of German and British 
soldiers started off by exchanging sea-
sonal greetings and songs between their 
trenches which greatly reduced the ten-
sion between them. On some nights the 
tension was reduced so much that sol-
diers would venture out of the trenches 
and mingle  with “the other side”. They 

even went so far as to bring small gifts 
and food to each other. Eventually this 
led to joint burial services that also end-
ed in singing Christmas carols. Troops 
from both sides became friendly enough 
to play games of football together, and 
even share a meal afterwards.   

 
So much has changed in the 

modern world. Today, soldiers kill at 
larger distances, with a push of a but-
ton, based on a siting seen on a comput-
er screen. When soldiers do come face 
to face their cultures and languages im-
pair their ability to communicate with 
each other which makes friendly con-
versation very unlikely. We will most 
likely never see another miracle such as 
the one experienced during WW1 but 
it would be wonderful if it inspired the 
peacemakers of today.  

 
When you are singing Christmas 

carols and exchanging gifts remember 

that we are able to do this because of 
the men and women in uniform, who 
allow us to enjoy our own Christmas 
miracles with family and friends. 

 
Maybe reading this article will 

inspire you to get in touch with long 
lost friends and relatives, to call a truce 
and let bygones be bygones as they say.  
Say hello to that neighbor you have 
been ignoring for years, to be kind to a 
stranger, or to help someone less fortu-
nate than yourself. Create your very 
own Christmas miracle.  

 
“You cannot do a                       

kindness too soon because 
you never know how soon it 

will be too late.”    
 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Diann Anderson: 

The Second loss the TTQs 

experienced, as well as our 

entire community, was our 

beloved Diann Anderson.  

With a spirit of confidence she 

faced her illness with faith, bravery and determination.  She lost 

her brave battle on September 29, 2013 surrounded by family.   

Diann came to quilting with an attitude of “I can do this” and she 

did.  The first project of the TTQs made was a tote bag.  Diann 

carried this project far above and beyond the expectation of the 

group, having made well over fifty bags which she gave to friends 

and family.  When Diann set her mind on something she did it 

with zest and abandonment.  She was even giving her tote bags to 

the hospice nurses that visited her.   

Although Diann is gone her legacy lives on in her children and 

countless friends.  Gone, but never forgotten.   

Eleanor Flick: 

On September 20, 2013 Eleanor Flick died in a 

tragic auto accident.  We remember Eleanor 

fondly with her feisty sense of humor and her 

never ending parody of songs.  If you could get 

past her gruff exterior you would find a heart of 

gold.  September of 2009 was when the TTQs 

first formed.  Eleanor proudly announced to the room she did not trust 

anyone under 85.  Mary Giampapa founder and teacher knew she had 

her hands full from that day forward.  Mary was determined to crack 

that hard shell and get to know Eleanor.  Once the shell was cracked she 

proved to be a loving and caring woman with many accomplishments.  

Eleanor even toured the countryside by motorcycle.  She said she gave 

up riding when the motorcycle fell on her.  She was well into her 60’s 

when that happened. She will be missed. 

A Sad month for Towamensing Trails                                                           Submitted By: Mary Giampapa 

Isaiah 40:31– but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 

    they will walk and not be faint.  



David Michael III, son of Tori and David 

Michael Jr., is one of our local heroes at 

the Albrightsville Volunteer Fire Compa-

ny. David has been with the fire company 

for four years now. He has completed 

over 300 hours of classes and training and 

has been an active member of the fire 

company. David recently took the  Allen-

town firefighter written exam along with 

over 2,000 other applicants. Out of all the 

applicants, they accepted 228 people, 

among them was David. The next step 

for him is the agility test with the Allen-

town Fire Department. This test can be 

strenuous and take months of training but 

for David, it is worth the challenge.               

David has dreamed of being a firefighter 

since he was five years old. He has 

worked hard to achieve his lifelong goal 

and has the determination and skills to 

succeed. Along with the Albrightsville 

Fire Company, David holds down a part-

time job as the lead cashier at H2O water-

park and attends Lehigh Valley Carbon 

Community College full time as a Dean 

List Student. David has accomplished all 

of this at the age of 19. This is only the 

beginning of David's career as a firefight-

er. 

Lehighton Ambulance                        

Association is a non-profit 

organization that relies on 

your support to ensure that 

their life saving team can give 

state of the art care when your 

family needs it most. 

You and our family can avoid 

high out of pocket expenses by 

subscribing to a plan that will 

Did you know that Carbon 

County does not provide 

emergency ambulance service 

to its residents?   

Residents must rely on                      

independent ambulance                      

service for its emergency care. 

In our area this service is       

provided by Lehighton                       

Ambulance Association.  

cover any out of pocket                       

expenses , deductibles or                    

copays.  

Please visit 

www.lehightonambulance.org 

Or call: 610-377-5155 

 YOUR LOCAL AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION  

of the money brought into a firehouse is 

given by the townships. Local volunteer 

firefighters depend heavily on their towns 

support and donations. Most achieve this 

by fundraisers like weekend boot drives 

and annual social events held at the fire-

house, such as monthly breakfasts, week-

ly bingo, dinners and more. Firehouses 

need donations to help with new training 

courses, safety equipment, and proper 

maintenance.  Along with donations, 

firefighters also depend on the support of 

their neighbors and community. Fire-

houses are always looking for new volun-

teers. Not all volunteers are firefighters, 

they also look for EMT volunteers and 

social volunteers to help work and run 

their fundraisers and social events. There 

are numerous ways to support your local 

firehouse and all that they do. Firefighters 

need your help in order to help you.  

DID YOU KNOW?                                                                        SUBMITTED BY:  LEXI PISANI 

Every day ordinary people risk their lives 

to save another. These people may be 

your neighbor, the local middle school 

teacher, or your contractor. They are 

volunteer firefighters serving in your com-

munity. Local volunteer firefighters take 

hours of training courses and dedicate 

their free time to serving in the communi-

ty. They have jobs and families to attend 

to as well as firehouse duties. Firefighters 

respond to smoke and carbon monoxide 

alarms, fires, vehicle accidents, EMS 

assist, police assist, public assist and 

many other aspects of local emergency.  

As much as the community relies on vol-

unteer firefighters, the firehouse relies on 

the community as well. About one third 
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DAVID MICHAEL III                                                          SUBMITTED BY:  LEXI PISANI 
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Update from the Office  

Invoices for 2014 were mailed in November. If you have not received your please contact the office.  

Just a reminder that when you come to the office for your 2014 updates please bring with you the following, your badg-

es, your ID cards, your vehicle passes along with the registration for each vehicle being updated. 

Please read your invoices and follow payment instructions. You are still able to pay at the office using cash or check.  

If you are mailing your invoice to our Georgia bank, please allow at least 7 to 10 days for mailing time. As in the past we 

will not be waiving late fees.  

New 2014 Rules of  Conduct and ACC Rules and Regulations will be available on the first of January 2014. 

We will not begin to  register golf carts or ATV’s until February.  

 

Are you really fat?                                                                  Submitted by: larry close 

When it comes to defining obesity, one size does not fit all; say a pair of University of Pennsylvania phy-

sicians and obesity researches in an editorial published in the Journal of Science. 

Body mass index, or BMI, is a widely known as the standard measure for differentiating those who are of 

normal weight and those who are obese. A BMI of 18.5 to 24.9 is considered normal, a BMI of 25 to 

29.9 is overweight  and a BMI greater than 30 is obese. But the researched find that BMI is not an accu-

rate measure of fat.  

People with a BMI measure higher than 30 are generally thought to be at an increased risk of heart                    

disease, diabetes,, cancer and more.  

Several recent studies, however suggest that in some cases, a high BMI could actually protect a person from dying of heart 

or kidney failure and other chronic diseases. When someone has a illness, having more fat could possibly provide addi-

tional energy reserves, and in some cases, a low BMI may be result of an illness.  

It is thought that BMI doesn't take into account fat and it doesn't indicate where the fat is distributed on the body. Belly 

fat increases the risk of diabetes, heart disease and death, whereas fat elsewhere in the body may be more harmless, stud-

ies suggest. BMI also fails to account for differences in race, gender, age, genetics and starting weight. For most people , 

BMI provided a “reasonable measure” of body fat, but it not accurate for athletes (who weigh more because of muscle) or 

older people who have lost height. 

So why does the medical community still rely so heavily on BMI as a predictor for future health woes? Apparently because 

it is a    simple measurement. Subsequently, the researchers are calling for better ways to asses individual health pro-

spects. 

Obesity is a complex disorder– its not just having too much fat. It is important to consider fat in relation to the amount of 

muscle. Scientists need to start  looking more closely at cause and effect in body fat and disease.  
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Holiday Celebrations around the World         Submitted by: Publications 

It is a very large world outside of Towamensing Trails and the holidays are celebrated in many ways around the world. Below are just a few 

that caught my eye and I wanted to share with you.  

In Argentina Christmas occurs during summertime and we all know what that means, barbecue and fireworks!! Family and friends gather on 

Christmas Eve for a big party that lasts all night long. At midnight they exchange gifts.  Children also look forward to the coming of the Three 

Kings on January 6. They leave their clogs beside their beds to be filled with candies and small toys. 

In Sweden they celebrate St. Lucia Day in honor of the saint. On December 13,  girls dress up as "Lucia brides" and wear long white gowns, 

red sashes, and a wreath of burning candles on their heads. This  is attire that was worn in the 18th century. The girls wake up their families by 

singing songs and offering coffee, and a traditional bun, called St. Lucia's bun. 

Jewish people all over the world observe Hanukkah. The eight-day holiday, which lands on different dates in December every year, marks the 

successful Jewish rebellion over the Greeks. The focal point of celebration is the menorah, a branched candelabrum. Each night, one candle is 

lit and gifts are exchanged, games are played and food is enjoyed. Children in Israel even get a week off from school. 

Kwanzaa is a weeklong celebration honoring African-American culture. It was first celebrated in 1966 and is one of the fastest growing                       

holidays. A Kwanzaa celebration often includes singing, drumming and a selection of readings such as the African pledge or parts of African 

history. 

In France, Christmas is called Noel. A figure called Pere Noel, father of Christmas, makes home visits with gifts. On Christmas Eve, children 

leave their shoes by a fireplace that will be filled with fruits, nuts, and small toys. Nearly every home has a Nativity Scene, which serves as the 

focal point of decoration and celebration, just as the Christmas tree does in U.S. homes. 

Christmas festivities in Ireland tend to be more religious in nature than about simple fun. Christmas celebrations last from Christmas Eve until 

January 6th (Epiphany). On the 26th, St. Stephen’s Day, an Irish tradition that is known as the Wren Boys Procession takes place. Children go 

from door to door holding a stick that is topped by a holly bush and a wren. They ask for money for the “starving wren,” which goes into their 

pockets. In ancient times, a real wren was killed and fastened to the stick, but today fake wrens are used. 

The Christmas Eve festivities in the Ukraine are known as Sviata Vechera, which means “Holy Supper.” The celebration begins when the first 

evening star is sighted in the night sky. The table is decorated with a sheaf of wheat which symbolizes the wheat crops of Ukraine. It is called 

“didukh,” which translates to “grandfather spirit.”  

In Japan, Omisoka, or New Year's Eve, is the second most important holiday of the year, following New Year's Day, the start of a new begin-

ning. Japanese families gather for a late dinner around 11 p.m., and at midnight, many make visits to a shrine or temple.  

During Ta Chiu in Hong Kong priests read aloud the names of every person living at the celebration and attach a list of names to a paper horse 

and set it on fire. The smoke carries the names up to the gods and the living will be remembered. 

In Ecuador on New Year’s Eve each family dresses up a straw man representing the old year. They each make a list of their faults and attach 

that list to the straw man.  At midnight, they burn the straw man in hopes their own faults disappear too. 

 

 

 

 



Roam Secure uses the Roam Secure 
Alert Network to immediately                
contact you during a major crisis or 
emergency.  The Roam Secure Alert 
Network delivers important                        
emergency alerts, notifications and 
updates to you on all your devices, 
email, cell phone, pager, 
smartphone\PDA. When an                             
incident or emergency occurs,                     
authorized senders will instantly 
notify you using the Roam Secure 

Alert Network. The Roam Secure 
Alert Network is your personal      
connection to real-time updates, 
instructions on where to go, what 
to do, or what not to do, who to 
contact and other important                          
information. To register for the 
Roam Secure Alert Network, log 
on: https://carbon.alertpa.org/  or 
you can pick up a registration form 
in the Teepee.  

ability to withstand a wildfire on its own.  

Students looked at several items to come 

up with rating for each home. Items such 

as Road Access, Fuel Type and Loading 

around the home, Slope of the land, Fire-

wood close to the house or other Com-

bustibles in the yard. Other items looked 

at were the homes Roof Construction, 

Vents and Eave Construction and Loca-

tions, Fuel Traps. 

They also looked at our Water Resources, 

Street Signs, and Evacuation Routes. 

This type of program is becoming more 

and more important to the home owner 

and is a large part, one third, of the new 

Wildfire National Cohesive Strategy Pro-

gram.   

The new push to protect homes and peo-

ple in the Wildland/Urban Interface is 

called “Fire Adapted Community” pro-

gram. In some ways it is taking the Fire-

wise Program and building on it. Because 

of this new program, they will be updat-

ing the old Firewise Emergency Action 

Plans to a “CWPP” or a “Community 

Wildfire Protection Plan”.  This plan will 

be much more detailed and need the in-

volvement of much more of the commu-

nity, the township and the fire depart-

ment. 

They thanked us for letting them use our 

community for the field exercise.  Some-

time in the near future Wes Keller will be 

looking towards our community and giv-

ing us direction again for help in develop-

ing our CWPP. 

FIREWISE                                                                             SUBMITTED BY: BILL DOSCHER 

On Friday October 3rd 2013, Wesley M. 

Keller Forest Fire Specialist Supervisor 

DCNR-Forestry 

 Penn Forest Fire Control Station, led a 

group that visited our community from 

the Department of Natural Resources, 

Bureau of Forestry. This was a field exer-

cise for training and testing purposes. 

Most of the people taking the class were 

from the Weiser Forest District which 

covers Carbon County. 

What were they doing? 

The field exercise was a part of the Na-

tional Wildfire Coordinating Groups’ 

class called S-215 “Fire Operation in the 

Wildland / Urban Interface”.  

S-215 is a nationally recognized course in 

how to deal with a large wildfire event 

within a developed community. 

The class exercise held at our community 

was a “Wildfire Hazard/ Home Assess-

ment”. It was the same type of assess-

ment used in developing our Firewise 

Community Program, but done in a 

house to house format. 

Each home was rated as to the homes 

“ This Service is provided free of charge to area residents” 
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Emergency                       

Announcement  

notifies you with 

instructions or  

important                      

information. 

https://carbon.alertpa.org/


This is our first issue as a new commit-

tee ,  as such we are working together to 

make this a new and fresh publication . 

 

Most of us here in the “Trails” own and 

rely on the Towamensing Trails Cook-

book. It has been a great success. With 

that in mind, we came up with the idea of 

beginning volume II.  

 

Please think of your favorite recipe and 

submit it to Sondra at the Teepee so we 

can put it together. There will be five 

categories :  Soups & Salads, Appetizers, 

Main Course, Desserts and Cocktails. 

 

Thank you in advance for your input we 

look forward to seeing all your fantastic   

recipes. 

 

Beginning, now and in the up coming 

issues I will be submitting some of our 

favorite recipes for you to enjoy.  
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CALLING ALL  COOKS AND BAKERS!  

Shrimp and Crab Dip 

 

1 lb. Shrimp (peeled & deveined)  

1 lb. Lump Crab Meat 

1 lb. Cream Cheese (2 blocks) 

1 - 8 oz. pkg. Italian Cheese Mix  (Mozzarella &   

Provolone) 

2 Tbsp. Butter 

1tbsp. Old bay  

Salt, Pepper and Garlic Powder to taste. 

 

In large pan melt 2 tbsp.. butter add shrimp diced 

into small pieces, old bay S&P garlic and sauté until 

shrimp begins to pink. Add softened cream cheese 

heat & stir until melted. Add crabmeat and Italian 

cheese fold gently. Transfer to baking dish sprinkle 

with old bay.  Bake at 350 for fifteen minutes. 

Serve with crackers or Tostitos. Enjoy!!! 

 

COQUITO 
 

Coquito is a traditional punch served at Christmas 

and New Years celebrations. The drink is similar to 

eggnog with rum. This particular recipe does not 

call for raw eggs. Nor does it call for you to crack 

open a fresh coconut. It's a very simple mixed 

drink. 

 
Prep Time: 10 minutes 

Cook Time: 1 hour 
Total Time: 1 hour, 10 minutes 

Ingredients: 
 2 15-ounce cans cream of coconut 

 2 14-ounce cans condensed milk 

 6 ounces white rum (use less if you like) 

 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

 1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 

 1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
1 teaspoon coconut (or vanilla) extract 

 
Preparation: 
1. Mix all ingredients in a blender.  
2. Refrigerate for about an hour before serving.                     
Serve cold.  
Serves: This recipe makes about 36 ounces. 

 

 

 



Ours was a crazy family, deemed “less 

than” both by social economic status and 

by most of our extended family members 

but in reality we were and remain more of 

a family than they will ever know.   My 

mom was a waitress most of her life. She 

was joyful and a dreamer and well if I am 

being honest, someone who lived for 

today with seldom cares for tomorrow.  

Friday night was pay day growing up and 

for a brief moment, placed the world at 

our feet.  This of course left us eating 

mayonnaise sandwiches the remainder of 

week but we did so happily, knowing that 

Friday would soon be here!  She had hu-

mor, a belief that what comes around, 

rolls around, and a little black hat.  In 

that hat lived all the bills due.  With one 

hand she selected one for payment and in 

remembrance of the little bastard that 

called the one to be placed straight in the 

trash!  

Mom took in people like others take in 

strays.  In fact, my entire childhood 

seems a blur of introductions to lost peo-

ple she had found sleeping in a car, won-

dering the streets and those in urgent 

need.  She loved to sing, had a malignant 

laugh, an infectious smile and everyone 

in town both knew and loved her.   How 

pretty she was when I was growing up 

and how she enjoyed Halloween and 

dressing us up in customs made from 

remnants scattered around the house.  

Now she is my Christmas Angel and the 

voice that lives in my head “If you really 

want to do it, you’ll do it!”, “Oops more 

company, add another cup of water to 

that stew!”, “Pray” and “Remember your 

blood is thicker than water”.  Mom as-

signs the priority to my life, she delegates 

to me what is important, pulls me by the 

string to where I must go and she is prob-

ably why I am not in charge of paying the 

bills!   

My Dad was a big man standing 6 ‘4” 

with silver white hair and blue eyes.  He 

was second generation “Brooklyn Irish”, 

the oldest of ten and he walked tall in life 

not because of his size, but from what lied 

within.  Not a man to step down from a 

push, but nonetheless, a gentle man who 

seldom raised his voice or his hand. Dad-

dy was not only my best friend; he was 

and remains the man from which I meas-

ure all men.   He taught me about the 

world and about God in that the only 

thing you truly own in this life is your 

name and what you bring to it and that 

God uses the very same stick we have 

used to judge others in judging us all.   

How happy you must have been to see 

Mom finally show up at the Angels 

Christmas Ball!   

Sister, Sister, you bring tears to my eyes 

and live at the center of my heart. There 

is no length of measure. And oh my 

brother, my sweet and bold and awesome 

brother- I hear you and sense your step.   

You arrived almost together; now it’s 

your time too to enjoy the dance!   

From one “less than” to the “others”; “If 

all those of the world lined up for selec-

tion, I would have picked you!  

XOXX!! 

When writing out your Holiday cards this season,                                                                                      
take a card, sign it, and mail it to this address:  

   A Recovering American Soldier 

  C/O Walter Reed Medical Center 

6900 Georgia Avenue 

NW Washington, DC 20307-5001 

 Think of the Joy these wonderful, special people, who have sacrificed so much would get. 

SPREAD SOME HOLIDAY CHEER! 

“If  all those of  the world lined up for selection, I would have picked you!  
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TO ALL MY CHRISTMAS ANGELS                                 SUBMITTED BY: COLLEEN MACK 
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To: 

An American 

Soldier 



 Beisel's Christmas Tree Hill: 524 Beisels Road, Lehighton 570-386-4641 
www.beiselchristmastreehill.com 

  Hill Farms: 1434 Gilberts Hill Road, Lehighton 

         570-386-2816 www.hillfarms.com. Trees, Wreaths, gift shop, snacks and refreshments.                                                 

  Crystal Spring Tree Farm: 2370 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton.                     
570-386-3814 www.cstreefarm.com. Trees, commemorative mug with every tree                  
purchase, wreaths and restrooms available. In 2006 and 2010 supplied Christmas Trees to 
the White House 

  Walker's Tree Farm: 308 Spruce Street, Lehighton. 610-377-1829 
www.walkerstreefarm.com. Trees, Wreaths, winter hayrides, gift shop, snacks and                     
refreshment stand, restrooms, picnic area and farm animals 

 Little Creek Tree Farm: Located on Barry S. Road Jonas, PA 18058.                     
610-681-0000 
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SHOPPING FOR A CHRISTMAS TREE?  

The Christmas Pickle                                                                                   Submitted By: Publications 

In the early 1880’s Woolworth’s started selling glass ornaments imported from Germany. Some of these or-
naments were in the shape of fruits and vegetables. Among those ornaments was, you guessed it, the pickle!! I 
imagine this is where the myth began that the Christmas Pickle is an old German tradition. The story was told 
that the pickle was the last ornament hung on the Christmas tree on Christmas Eve. The first child to find the 
pickle in the morning got an extra present. Research revealed that many German folks at the time never even 
heard of this tradition, or the Christmas Pickle for that matter.  

So my search continued for an answer. I found two other stories.  

A Bavarian born fighter in the American Civil war was being held as a prisoner, and he was starving. The story tells of the prisoner begging a 
guard for one last pickle before he died. The guard took pity on the man and gave him a pickle. The pickle then gave the prisoner the mental 
and physical strength to live on. 

The other story is linked to St. Nicholas. It's a medieval tale of two Spanish boys traveling home from a boarding school for the holidays. When 
they stopped at an inn for the night, the evil innkeeper killed the boys and put them in a pickle barrel. That evening, St. Nicholas stopped at the 
same inn, and found the boys in the barrel and miraculously bought them back to life! 

As you can see this research left me in a pickle! I think that possibly an ornament salesman for Woolworths had a lot of extra pickles to sell and 
he is the creator of this odd, but very fun tradition. 

 

I made myself a snowball, As 

perfect as could be, I thought 

I’d keep it as a pet, And let it 

sleep with me. 

I made it some pajamas And a 

pillow for its head. Then last 

night it ran away, but first—it 

wet the bed. 

http://www.beiselchristmastreehill.com
http://www.hillfarms.com
http://www.cstreefarm.com
http://www.walkerstreefarm.com


Linda Pavel has lived in 
Towamensing Trails for 11 
years with her husband Fran. 
They have been married for 40 
years and have 2 daughters 7 
grandchildren and 1 great 
grandchild. She is originally 
from Philadelphia and was the 
owner of a bar called JJ's #1 
Irish Pub, which was named 
after her father. They sold the 
bar a few years after moving to 
the trails. Linda worked as a 
bartender at the Clubhouse for 
a short while, but Linda loves 
her music. So she began DJ-ing 
at the Club. There have been 
many fun times with Linda 
playing her tunes, either in the 
Clubhouse or on the deck out-
side or under the Pavilion. She 
has Donated much of her time 
to the children's  parties and 

many other functions. She also 
volunteered on the entertain-
ment committee. Now Linda 
has decided it is time to move 
on and has retired her music at 
the TLTC. We would like to 
express our gratitude for all the 
time and energy she has put 
into bringing Laughter, Happi-
ness, Dancing and Partying to 
the many people who are 
members and non members of 
the TLTC. She will be greatly 
missed!! May God Bless Linda 
and her family in 
their future                           
endeavors.     
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THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC...            SUBMITTED BY: THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
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Count your Garden by the flowers, never 

by the leaves that fall. 

Count your days by golden hours, don't 

remember the clouds at all. 

Count your night by the stars, not                     

shadows. 

Count your years with smiles, not tears. 

Count your blessings, not your troubles. 

Count your age by friends, not years. 

 

 

Halloween may not get you a day off from work but it sure can be cause for a REALLY FUN PARTY!   

All I have to say is that if you missed it this year’s, you really missed it!   On October 19th, 2013 the Towamensing Trails 
Club House transformed itself through the magical hands and creativity of Bryan and Sue Denham, into a Halloween                                               
Spectacular.  Party goers were removed from reality on club entry as they walked through a tree limbed arbor that welcomed 
ghouls and goblins and everything in between as the young and old darned elaborate fun, silly and some pretty festive cos-
tumes.  Party goers paraded their works under spider web ceilings and strutted across the dance floor as those in attendance 
applauded to elect this year’s costume winners.  Even DJ Cindy joined the fun and took time to strut her stuff out there on 
the dance floor. Good Times!! The winners are all pictured below, but let’s be honest, all those in attendance were winners on 
that Saturday!   
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Teams took their places at the Club House’s First Annual Horseshoe/Bean Bag Tournament on October 12th, 
2013.  Seventy-three tickets were sold and both teams and onlookers enjoyed a little friendly competition, comradely 
and good food while Trudy manned the outside bar armed with good humor and a quick come back.  Rhonda Yeager 
secured contest prizes while Greg and Kathy Martini, Bobby Barauskas, Dan Hutton, Joan Elliot and Richie Gericke 
took to organizing and ensuring the event was a success and fun for all in attendance.  This year’s winners circle and the 
people to beat next year are Scott Favinger and Partner for Horseshoes and Sondra Watterson and Colleen Mack for the 
bean bag toss. The games were fun but the laughter and food donated by supporters was even better. A huge thank you 
goes out all who made this event possible with special thanks to Greg and Kathy for their over the top involvement.  

First Annual Horseshoe/Bean Bag Tournament  

2013 TTPOA Kids Halloween Party 
The Children's annual Halloween party was held on Saturday, October 26, 2013 at the TLTC Clubhouse. Seventy 

Children dressed in sensational costumes attended with their parents. They enjoyed many activities including                       

decorating Jack-o-lanterns masks and candy corn. They played games including the Octopus ring toss, jack-o-

lantern bean bag throw and the ghostly  target board. Other activities included dancing the hokey Pokey, chicken 

dance and the spooky freeze dance. The Halloween music was  provided by Meredith Dankanis. Winners of the 

Halloween bingo games received gift cards. 

Bone Soup was read at story time followed by a costume parade allowing children to show off their                     

costumes while carrying Trick or Treat Bags to collect treats along the way.  A fun time was had by all. 

Thank you to all the parents who brought in treats and helped run the various activities. A special thank you to                  

Bailey Wright who volunteered her time helping the Children with crafts and games. We also would like to thank all 

the men who helped set up and clean the party and we’d also like to thank DiMaria Real Estate for their donation for 

the Party it was greatly appreciated.  
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December 
TLTC Board of Directors 

President: Bob Steiger 

Vice President: George Jakubisin 

Secretary: Jeanne Pfaff 

Treasurer: Joan Elliott 

Director: Bill McKenna 

Director: Larry Peabody 

Director: Richie Gericke 

TLTC Winter Hours 

Monday: 4pm-10pm 

Tuesday: 4pm-10pm 

Wednesday: 4pm-10pm 

Thursday: 4pm-10pm 

Friday: 3pm-2am 

Saturday: 12pm-2am 

Sunday: 12pm-10pm 

Entertainment 

December 

12.07.13   DJ Rockin Robin 

12.14.13   DJ Sean 

12.31.13   DJ Cindy New Year’s Eve 

 

 

**Special Announcement** 

*Exercise  Hour Continues on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

from 9am to 10am. 

*Tuesday night cards, Texas Holdem’ no sign up necessary, just 

come and play. 

Please have your membership cards available to show the bar ten-

ders. 

Updated News 24 hours at TLTCLIVE.com 

 

Menu 

Saturday Bar Menu 12-4:45 

Sunday Bar Menu 12-6 

Monday Sausage or Hot Dog 

Tuesday Flat Bread 

Wednesday Roast Beef 

Thursday Bar Menu 5-8 

Friday Dinner Menu 5-10pm 

Saturday Dinner Menu 5pm-9pm 

Please make sure you have your 2013 Membership: The TLTC Membership Meetings are scheduled for the 3rd                         

Saturday of every Month at 10am. 

Special Events 

December 12, 2013– Toys for Tots Dinner, Sign up at the 

bar. Tickets are $9.00 

December 31, 2013– NEW YEARS EVE. Mark your calendar 

tickets will be on sale to regular members beginning on November 

16, 2013, at the lounge immediately following the monthly TLTC 

meeting or see the bartender. Tickets are $65.00 per person. Ca-

tering by Mike. Included are hot hors d’oeuvre, a hot buffet din-

ner and cocktails 7:30pm to 1:00am. DJ Cindy will dance us in to 

2014.  

570-722-8582 
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Towamensing Trails Property Owners Association 

PO BOX 100 

Albrightsville, PA 18210 

Address Services Requested 

 

Phone: 570-722-0302 

Fax: 570-722-2061 

E-mail: office@towamensing.com 

For all Emergencies Call 911 

Towamensing Trails Security                                570-722-9563 

1-800-916-7501(When Connected hit 0.)   

Towamensing Trails Office                                    570-722-0302 

   Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm 

  Saturday 9am to 3pm 

   Closed Sunday    

Towamensing Trails Website:   www.towamensing.com  

Towamensing Trails E-mail:     office@towamensing.com 

Trails Lake and Tennis Club                                          570-722-8582 

 

Police Department (non-emergency)       

Carbon County Sheriff                                                  570-325-2821  

Fern Ridge State Police                                          570-646-2271 

Postal Service 

Albrightsville Pine Point Plaza                               570-722-9493  

Local Emergency Departments 

Fire Dept.'s Penn Forest Township 

Fire Company #1 (Route 903)                                   570-325-8114 

Fire Company #2 (Route 534)                                   570-722-0555 

Albrightsville ( Route 534)                                         570-722-8325 

 

Borough & Township services 

Carbon County Court House                                      570-325-3611 

Penn Forest Township Building                                  570-325-2768 

 

Medical 

Gnaden Huetten Memorial Hospital                           610-377-1300 

Palmerton Hospital                                                     610-826-3141 

Pocono Medical Center                                               570-421-4000  

Geisinger Wyoming Valley                                         570-808-7300 

US Veterans Hospital                                                  570-824-3521                       

 


