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Towamensing Trails Property Owners Association

Special points of
interest:
Please call 911 in case of
Emergency; our Security
will hear the dispatch
and arrive to give
needed assistance.
Office hours are:
Monday thru Friday 9am to
5pm. Saturday 9am to 3pm.
Closed Sunday
Without written
authorization from the
Deeded Property Owner
Vehicle/trash passes will not
be given out. There are no
exceptions to this rule.
Trash Dumpsters are open
Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday 7am to
7pm.

Board of Directors Update
Today 7/7/09 as I sit here
writing this column I am at
a loss for words. Where has
the last three years gone?
Today we have opened
bids for the dam work. We
received 5 bids for the
work. The estimates are all
over the board. The range
was from $985,328 to
$2,019,289. On Wednesday
7/8/09 we have set up
phone interviews for
clarification with the
contractors. We have spent
well over 20 hours
investigating these
companies. We have
checked with companies
that they have done prior
work for. On Saturday
7/11/09 we awarded the
bid to Popple Construction
Company for the bid of
$1,066,142. Their

references were very good.
By the time you are reading
this article work should be

well under way. This
undertaking is the biggest
project ever done by this
community.
Our Lake Preservation
Committee has walked the
lake along with Youth
Services to assess how large

By: Bill Doscher
of a cleanup we will have to
undertake. Please
remember this committee
is all volunteers and if you
wish to volunteer your
services to help with the
cleanup please contact the
office.
The new Board of
Directors should be seated
by now and I am sure we
all wish them well. I just
hope that they all
remember that they were
elected to the TTPOA
Board and that is where
their responsibility lies.
In closing I would like to
thank all of the Property
Owners for their
cooperation and also for
putting up with my ramblings for the past three
years.

The office will be closed
September 7th for Labor Day

Dam Update

By: Pat Anderson

Please remember to apply for
a permit for any work you do
outside your home, including
pools.
The Deadline for the next
issue is September 4th.
Only Property Owners may
register golf carts and ATV’s.

The lake has been lowered by
about 10 ft. and repairs to the
drain system and spillway are
underway. The contractor
doing the work is Popple
Construction from just North
of Wilkes-Barre. The work
will continue until the early
part of October.

This is the only part of the
dam rehabilitation that will
require the lake to be lowered.
Depending on the weather
and other conditions, our
beautiful lake and
surroundings should be back
to normal sometime between
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

The TTPOA Board of
Directors thanks everyone for
their understanding and
cooperation during this
difficult but necessary project.
Please see page 14 for office
news and updates.
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AUGUST
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1
ACC Closed Meeting

2 Office Closed

3

4 Trash Closed

5

6 Trash Closed

7

8
BOD Meeting 10am

9 Office Closed

10

11 Trash Closed

12

13 Trash Closed

14

Publication s

16 Office Closed

17

18 Trash Closed

15
Civil Penal ty Closed
Meeting

19

20 Trash Closed

21

22
Advisory

23 Office Closed

24

25 Trash Closed

26

27 Trash Closed

28

29

BOD Meeting 10am

30 Office Closed

31

SEPTEMBER
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1 Trash Closed

2

3 Trash Closed

4 Publication

5

deadline

6 Office Closed

7 Office Closed

8 Trash Closed

9

10 Trash Closed

Publication s

13 Office Closed

14

15 Trash Closed

16

17 Trash Closed

ACC Closed Meeting

11

12

Cert Drill

BOD 10am

18

19
Civil Penal ty Closed
Meeting

20 Office Closed

27 Office Closed

21

28

22

Trash Closed

29 Trash Closed

23

24 Trash Closed

30

***B.O.D Meetings are subject to cancellation***

25

26

BOD Meeting 10am

Advisory

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
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Committee Updates
Firewise Committee:
Our June meeting requirement was met by our participation at the TTPOA Annual meeting held June 13, 2009. The presentation
of a model house……one side meeting Firewise requirements and the other side being a non Firewise environment was set up for all
to see. Educational material was available as a guide on how to make a home fire resistant and our community a safer place in the
event of a wildfire. We will also be making a presentation at the Fun Day event being held on July 4 th. We are grateful to all those
who are taking advantage of the chipping/clearing of debris made available through Youth Services and the Wildlife Hazard Mitigation Grant from the DCNR. These actions will help in limiting the available fuel necessary for a wildfire.
We are pleased to report that we have received official notification….we are now a recognized National Firewise Community.

Cert Committee:
CERT members again participated in two events during June and July. In June the CERT team set up a table at the annual meeting for the property owners to get information on what to do in an emergency and to also recruit new members for the committee.
In July CERT members participated in the Fun Day activities by joining with the Fire Wise committee and hosting an
emergency awareness day along with our three local Fire Departments explaining the committee’s functions and role
with our local emergency services to our property owners. I want to thank all the members for their participation.
Emergency management Committee:
Both committees of Emergency Management; CERT and Fire Wise were active during June and July with Adult and
Children awareness programs.
The biggest accomplishment during June was gaining National recognition from the USA Community Fire Wise Program. This new status puts us with the elite of communities who are educating their residents and assisting in preventing
forest fires within our association.
The TTPOA was presented a plaque and signs announcing our new status which goes a long way when applying for
grants. The signs are proudly displayed on the roadway by the TP and inside the TP. A special thanks to the office and
Fire Wise Committee for their participation in achieving this award
Publication Committee:
We regret having to announce that, due to the cost of publishing the Trails Topics without many of our former business
advertisers, we are forced to cut down on the number of pages.
Lake Preservation Committee:
As all of you know the Lake this summer is being worked on and this is a great time for our group to improve on the quality of fishing. We are currently adding habitat to the lake which will not only improve fishing but will also improve water quality. We will be
placing Porcupine Fish Attractors in the lake. Anyone interested in making a contribution to the Committee to fund
these fish attractors are encouraged to do so. A contribution of $30 will be able to obtain one attractor. Please
make your contributions at the Teepee or contact the Chairman of the Committee, Ed Ullrich @908-642-8779 or
edullrich@hotmail.com
We are also in need of Cement blocks to anchor these attractors. If you have any please contact us.
You might also see us and other volunteers working the shores to clean up any garbage and debris. If you are an owner of a home
along the shore you can assist us if you see any debris close to your property. Please do not venture out onto the lake since the bottom can be dangerous to walk on.
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Golf Outing

Submitted by: Joe McBride

On Friday, June 5, 2009, the TLTC hosted a golf outing to benefit the men and women that are serving in the armed
services. It was a big success and we would like to thank the many people that donated money and gifts. The money
raised will buy needed supplies for our servicemen. The private donors wish to remain anonymous. The businesses that
contributed are as follows and we would ask that you patronize their stores:
Home & Business Adjustment

Beneficial Bank

Smith’s Country Store

Frosty Mt Beer Dist.

TB’S 903 Pub

Fairview Beverage

Candlelight Caterers

Blue Mountain Mobility

Jim Thorpe Bank

John’s Penn Forest Garage

Twin Builders

Dom & Ali Resturant

Mary Enck Realty

Bella Mia Pizzeria & Ice Cream

Dan & Victoria DeMaria (Mary Enck Realty)
Carrigan’s Pharmacy

E.Rosa Landscaping

Intrepid Detective Agency

Main Line Air Conditioning

Mauch Chunk Bank

Mobile Disc Jockey/J.Martell

Moyer’s Plumbing Supply

Prime Group Construction

Richard Vanni Dental Group

The Arthur Jackson Co.

T.L.T.C.

T.T.P.O.A.

Twin Builders
Saturday Shuffleboard League

It’s Official we are now a Firewise Community
Through the hard work and perseverance of Ron McCuen
and the Firewise Committee, having met the criteria,
Towamensing Trails is now officially a National Firewise
Community. We are proud and privileged to have this status
and ask for everyone‟s continued cooperation in maintaining
these high standards. Watch for the new signs at the Teepee.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
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Treasurer’s Report June 2009
Income

$111,673.89

Expenses

Cash Assets
Bank

Administrative

$12,345.37

Mauch Chunk Activities

Community Wide

$20,393.19

Mauch Chunk Operating

$120,263.68

Security

$18,578.14

Total

$128,545.32

Maintenance

$29,231.03

RBC Operating

$341,256.40

Recreation

$11,045.47

RBC Membership

$104,259.59

Trash Removal

$10,778.92

Total
$445,515.99

Restricted

$203,244.13

Total Expenses

$305,616.25

$8,281.64

Jim Thorpe CD

$97,163.62

1st National of Palmerton CD
CDARS Reserve

Liabilities– None outstanding at this time.

$9,294.00
$2,044,940.29

CDARS Operating

$478,175.02

CDARS Dam Fund

$801,403.17

Total Assets

$4,005,037.41

Activities Teen Dance
A Teen Dance is scheduled for Saturday, August 29
The dance will take place under the Community Center’s Pavilion, and run from 2 PM to
6 PM.
Adult supervision will be on-site.
Fun Day
Yes, we enjoyed another successful Fun Day, held under the pavilion on July 4! Lots of
fun, food, music and – amazingly enough – sunshine.
A huge Thanks to those who so generously donated their time and/or food. Without all
of you, this long running annual event would not be possible.
Dale A. Ziegler
Activities Committee Chair

Pictures by; John Stoj
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Intrepid Detective Agency
Monthly Statistical Report
Month: June

Activity - By Shift
Accidents
Alarm calls
Ambulance calls
A.T.V. Complaints
Articles lost
Assault
Burglaries
Civil Penalty warnings
Civil Penalties issued
Complaints
Criminal Mischief
Criminal Trespass
Disabled Vehicles
Disorderly Conduct
Dog Complaints
Death

Year: 2009

Site: Towamensing trails P.O.A

11p-7a

7a-3p

3p-11p

6

4
6
2

7
3
7

2
9
18

1
8
1

2
2

1
1

2
1
1
2

3
3

3

1

6
1

1

1
1
1

7

10
1

1
1
13
1

3
1

4
12

4

4
5
19
12
10

1
7
48
16
3
4
5
16
1

5
3
2
1

Other
Total This Month

24
61
2

3

Domestic DistubFire Works Complaints
Fish Commission calls
Fire dept. calls/Burning
Game Commission
calls
Harassment / Stalking
House Checks
Trash/Dumping
Injuries - Resident /
Guest
Juvenile incidents
lines down
Maintenance
Missing Persons
Noise complaints
911 Hang Up
Police assist
Police called
Resident / Guest
assist
Rules & Regulations
Serious Crimes
Shots Fired
Suspicious Activity
Traffic Control
Traffic Complaint
TTPOA Requests
Theft calls
Vandalism
Vehicle Violations
Wildlife Complaint
Weight Limit
Political/Signs

6
47

62

Total Mileage

4801

Patrol Hours

848

Year to

This Month

Total

Date

Last Year

0
17
9
9
0
0
2
0
39
126
2
3
0
3
10
1

9
112
44
34
0
0
6
1
193
421
7
8
50
10
41
1

2
30
4
8
0
0
10
12
59
49
1
0
0
2
20
1

3
2
1
2

10
15
1
32

2
3
0
2

0
0
6
4

3
1
34
61

0
0
0
8

0
7
2
2
0
17
1
0
0

0
21
8
14
5
34
8
13
10

1
5
0
6
1
5
2
5
0

8
12
0
6
13
80
29
13
4
10
22
4
0
1

60
65
0
14
60
413
100
56
13
26
99
11
3
5

9
1
0
0
5
115
16
8
7
4
0
4
0
0

18

2

1

1

2

170

240

472
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Fire-Wise
Many individuals move into these wooded areas with urban expectations. They may not recognize wildfire
hazards or might assume that the fire department will be able to save their home if a wildfire ignites.
Wildfires are a natural process. Making your home compatible with nature can help save your home and
ultimately your entire community during a wildfire.
Homeowners who take proactive steps to reduce their homes’ vulnerability have a far greater chance of having
their home withstand a wildfire.
The best Firewise approach involves a series of practical steps that help individuals and community groups to
work together to protect themselves and their properties from the hazard of wildfire.
Fire behavior is affected by fuel:
1. Surface fuel – dry grass, pine needles, dead branches, fallen trees, mulch etc.
2. Ladder fuel – tall brush, low tree branches etc. that carry ground fire up to the tree tops.
3. Crown fuel – flammable tree tops, tall shrubs.
Knowing this, how can we be proactive in protecting our homes?
1. Clear the immediate area around your house of leaves, pine needles, dead shrubs, fallen

trees and brush. Remove tree branches overhanging the roof and within 10’ of the chimney.
Check and clear rain gutters.
2. It is recommended that propane tanks and wood piles be at least 30 ft. from a structure.
3. Do not store fuel (gasoline/wood/construction material etc) under decks.
4. Have a hose hooked up and ready for use.
5. Do not burn without a proper permit…..and that only after meeting the Trail’s prerequisites for a
permit.

Towamensing Trails is a tinderbox waiting to be ignited…..let’s be ready.

.
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Why a Burn Ban this summer?

( Photo courtesy of Jack Chambers)

Should there be a fire we are in danger of not having the
resources to fight it. With our lake in a draw-down
situation this summer we have lost 4 sources of water
from the dry hydrants that surround the lake. Waiting for
the fire tankers to obtain water from outside the Trails
could prove to be disastrous with loss of homes or even
parts of, or the entire community.
The only approved use of fire is in the chiminea, which is
defined as a freestanding front-loading single mouth
fireplace or oven with a bulbous body and usually a
vertical smoke vent or chimney.
Surround 360° view fireplaces are ‘not chimineas’ no matter
what it says on the box. They are fire pits built of very light
materials that if tipped over during use will send fire,
embers and ash everywhere. A traditional chiminea is built
with only one opening and if it gets knocked over, the ash
and embers are contained.
We thank you for your continued cooperation until the lake is fully
operational again and the Burn Ban is lifted.

Larry and Suzanne Close Happy 51st Anniversary
Larry and Suzanne Close will be celebrating their 51st wedding anniversary on
October 4, 2009. They have two daughters and five grandchildren. Larry and
Suzanne have lived in Towamensing Trails for twenty one years and have been
active in community functions. On behalf of the Publications Committee,
congratulations.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
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Trails Topics Happenings
Thank you

By: The Publication Committee

We want to thank Julie and Marty Foley for their seminar on rain gardens. Julie gave a
wonderful presentation on the need for rain gardens as well as how to create one. Everyone left with a packet of useful information and lists of plants that will do well in different environments.

Again this summer, Collin Anderson, grandson of Patrick and Diann Anderson will
perform at the Children’s Theater of the Pocono Playhouse. Collin will be “The
Beast” in the performance of Beauty and The Beast. Collin will also be “The Tin
Man” in the Wizard of Oz. Of course his grandparents are very proud of their teenage actor and look forward to attending both performances over the summer.
Information on the season performances of Main Stage and Children’s theater can be
found at Pocono Playhouse.com.
Shuffleboard Banquet
Submitted by Ruth HarhighOn Thursday evening, May 7th, the shuffleboard league held their banquet and awards night at the Community Center. A delicious meal was catered by a local restaurant. The group meets Thursday evenings from mid-October to the end of April. This is
a good way to get out and meet your neighbors and have some fun!
HYDE PARK……. On June 16, the Penn Kidder Senior Center sponsored a bus trip to the Franklyn Roosevelt Museum and
Vanderbilt mansion in Hyde Park, NY. Several residents of Towamensing Trails joined in for this event. The highlight of the trip
was a wonderful lunch at the Culinary Institute. The weather cooperated making it a very pleasant day.

Race for the Cure
On Sunday, May 10th resident Diann Anderson, along with her mom Bettie, sister Zaz, daughter
Megann and daughter-in-law Megan completed a 5K run/walk on behalf of the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Fund. The event was held at the Philadelphia Art Museum and was well
run and enjoyed by tens of thousands of people.
Mom Bettie is a “survivor” of one year and all of Diann’s family were proud to spend Mother’s
Day with Bettie and enjoyed each and every moment!

Deer Park Cleanup
On Saturday, June 6, 52 residents in Deer Park (section six) participated in the twenty-first cleanup on the streets. Bob Steiger
arranged the groups and gave each group a map to follow. This event is well organized and it gives the residents a good feeling
to see our clean streets. The reward that follows was to enjoy a BBQ and to mingle with neighbors. The weather was perfect
for the day.

PAGE 10

NEWSLETTER TITLE

TLTC News
Everyone welcome!
(TLTC membership is required for the purchase and/or consumption of alcoholic beverages.)
For information phone 570-722-TLTC (8582) or visit our website at www.trailslaketennisclub.com/tltc.asp

Dinner Specials Friday & Saturday – Check out our blackboard for Friday and Saturday dinner specials.
Summer Lounge Hours - Summer hours begin when the pool opens full time !

Monday – Wednesday

3 PM – 10 PM

Saturday

Noon – 2 AM

Thursday

3 PM – 11 PM

Sunday

Noon – 8 PM

Friday

1 PM – 2 AM

Snack Bar Hours: Monday – Thursday

Weekend hours until pool opens full time !

Friday

Noon – 4:45 PM

Saturday

Noon – 4:45 PM

Sunday

Noon – 6 PM

Dinner Served:
Friday

Noon – 6 PM

Bar Menu Available:

5 PM – 10 PM

Thursday 5 PM – 8 PM
Friday

Saturday 5 PM – 9 PM

5 PM – 10 PM

Saturday Noon – 9 PM
Sunday

1 PM – 6 PM

* Monday – Tacos
* Tuesday and Wednesday one of several crock-pot dishes will be available.

TLTC Membership Meetings are now held bi-monthly, at 10:00 AM on the third Saturday, at the Club.
2009 meetings will be held in January, March, May, July and November.
The Annual TLTC Membership Meeting will be held on September 12, 2009.

TLTC ANNUAL ELECTIONS
There are three (3) positions open on the TLTC Board of Directors, two for a term of two (2) years and one for a term of one (1) year. Resumes from interested Regular TLTC
members in good standing, must be mailed to TLTC, PO Box 244, Albrightsville, PA 18210-0244, and must be received by 4:00 PM Friday, August 21, 2009.

Important: “Resume Enclosed” must be indicated on the envelope.

A. Keep in mind, according to our Bylaws, to avoid the potential for any conflict of interest any officer or representative of a corporation, developer, realty firm and/or contractor conducting business with
Towamensing Trails Property Owners Association or the Trails Lake and Tennis Club, Inc. shall not be eligible for Board membership, and
B. two people, whether they are related by blood, married, living together, divorced or are part of any relationship/partnership, shall not be eligible to serve on the board at the same time, and
C. no person who is related by blood, married, living together, divorced or is part of any relationship/partnership with an employee of the TLTC, shall be eligible to serve on the board, and
D. no person can run for election to both the TTPOA and TLTC boards in the same calendar year. Also, to be eligible to run for the Board of Directors a person must be a regular TLTC member for at
least 1 (one) year prior to submitting a resume.

Have a great and safe summer!!

The TLTC Board of Directors

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

PAGE 11

TLTC Entertainment
August
Aug 1

4-8

Sat.

Deck

DJ Juice

Aug 8

8-12

Sat.

Lounge

Tommy Tunes

Aug 15

8-12

Sat.

Lounge

John Martell

Aug 22

4-8

Sat.

Deck

Ron Richardson

Aug 29

4-8

Sat.

Deck

Main Street Blues Band

Sept 5

8-12

Sat.

Lounge

Linda Pavel

Sept 6

4-8

Sun.

Deck

DJ Juice

Sept 19

8-12

Sat.

Lounge

Tommy Tunes

September

The Trails in 1989
Continuation of Trails history
As the year 1989 is ushered in the TTPOA President‟s message says „Change = Progress‟. Almost sounds
like our national message of today. One such change was the Trails Topics, which was now prepared by
the Office Staff along with several volunteers. This change was to provide a more timely publication.
Instead of 4 seasonal issues there were now 6 bi-monthly issues. An engineering study was initiated to
survey the many drainage problems. A special meeting was held to determine the outcome of a
recommended annual assessment increase to $300 a year. The increase was needed to make up a
$95,000 deficit forecast for the year 1989. There was no money in the Reserve Fund to cope with
emergencies and the buildings and equipment were aging drastically. Starting May 1st of that year
there would be fines for properties not having legible address signs. Monthly dances were planned for
the teens and volunteers were needed. The June/July issue brought a strong rebuke from the
President on the failure of the community to pass the assessment increase. Out of 4037 billable lots
only 925 no votes and 752 yes votes were recorded. Over 40% of the members did not care enough to
vote. An auction was set for July 2nd at the clubhouse to auction off the POA sailboats. It was
recommended we get rid of these rental boats due to potential insurance problems. An interesting
article in the Aug./Sept. issue addresses the damage done by ATV‟ers on the breast of the dam.
Installation of a chain link fence and the replacement of 6 piezometers was done at a considerable
expense only to have the concrete, before drying around the posts, be ripped out and the fence pulled
down in two sections. The subject of „time-sharing‟ had become an issue in the Trails and several
articles were written weighing the pros and cons of this becoming part of our community.
Information from the 1989 Trails Topics…………more to follow next issue.
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A Thank you to Youth Services
One very humid afternoon I caught up with
the young men from Youth Services as they
dragged dead tree debris from a lot on
Kipling Circle. The protective headgear they
wore was very appropriate for the job they
were doing. As I chatted with one of them
the dust was flying around our heads as the
chipper worked away. They are typical
teenagers who have made some bad choices
and are trying to get their lives straightened out. My 17 year old friend said that
it is dirty work and he is hoping to gain
maturity from this opportunity. He feels it is
very beneficial as they are learning the nature
of working, which they will have to do the rest
of their lives and nothing comes easily. As he
likes landscaping and hopes to make it his
livelihood he feels this will be a very helpful
experience in the future. The maintenance
staff are very helpful and guide you as to what
to do…….”they don’t boss you around” he
says. Yes, sometimes it is hard to want to
work any particular day, but they do it,
grateful for the opportunity. As I watched,
these teenagers trudging back and forth into
the woods picking up debris they joked
around as kids do and seemed to be enjoying
the opportunity to gain maturity and a work
ethic. We extend our best wishes to them for
their future and hope they will look back on the summer at Towamensing Trails
with fond memories. Thank you guys for your hard work in our behalf and God
Bless.

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1
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A Tribute to Our Local Fire Companies
July 4th, 2009, Independence Day, found our local Fire Departments taking
part in Towamensing Trails Fun Day activities.
We are grateful to these firemen, who give many hours protecting us
during fires and accidents. However, they give many hours outside of
firefighting by providing education on how to prevent fires, how to use
equipment, how the fire truck works etc., like they did at ” Fun Day”. With
smiles on their faces they answer all questions and offer as much information
as possible. Being volunteers…….they receive no pay for the services they
render.
We are fortunate to have such a great relationship with these wonderful
people.
Albrightsville Fire Company
once again supplied their
Experience Trailer. The
program begins with a short
video. From there you can see
what an earthquake feels like,
or what it would be like to be
trapped in a fire with smoke all
around. They instruct you on how to exit from such conditions.
This is a great experience for young and old. Patches, in his
tanker truck, also made an appearance to the glee of the children.
Penn Forest Fire Company #1 provided two of their trucks and
took part in the educational experience. A surprise visit from Sparky
their mascot dog was a great hit with the children.
Penn Forest Fire Company #2 provided three trucks including a
water tanker. They also gave a demonstration on using fire
extinguishers which some of the children had the opportunity to
experience .They used the PASS
method which means pull (the pin),
aim, squeeze and sweep. Also, for any
who asked, you could see how the Jaws
of Life worked. The Jaws consisted of 3
parts, a spreader, cutter and rammer all powered by a generator that is part of the
truck. Each part does a different job in helping extract victims from accidents.
The education continued with facts on how they
obtain water and keep up the rotation of tankers to
meet the water demand. These firemen have so much to
know, it is mind boggling. Everything has perfect
order on the fire trucks……they have to know where
things are at all times. The three departments work in
harmony trying to keep us safe here in the Towamensing Trails.

Thank You All
at Albrightsville, Penn Forest #1 & 2
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News from the office
Please look for the 2010 invoices in November. Please be sure to update addresses for invoice mailing to avoid late fees.
Attention Property Owners who are participating in the brush clean up program; Please be sure to keep brush a few feet
from the road. Just a reminder the office will be closed on Labor Day.

Family Traditions

Submitted by: Mary Giampapa

Once upon a time making a quilt was the ULTIMATE form of recycling. Taking scraps of what once was a
shirt, dress or even an old table cloth and stitching them in various patterns to make a usable bed
cover. Many girls could not even consider getting married until she had a trousseau of quilts to bring to her
new home.
During the depression my great grandmother used to make quilts and go door to door
and sell raffle tickets in order to get money to feed her family. She would charge a
nickel a ticket. Then when it came time to raffle it off she would go through the tickets
and find the most deserving family to "win" the quilt. She made many quilt tops but
died before she could finish them all. While helping my mother down size her home
we found in an old trunk in the cellar several unfinished quilt tops that my great grandmother made. I guess that is when I got bitten by the quilt bug. I washed them,
ironed them, re-stitched and began finishing them. Before finishing the first one I
showed it to my Aunt Beatress. She took a walk down memory lane when she saw
that quilt. She remembered old kitchen curtains, aprons, and dresses that she and
her sisters wore stitched into that quilt, even bits of her fathers' shirts. Christmas of
1991 I presented that finished quilt to my mother. She said that sleeping under it made her feel like she
was surrounded by family. Gradually I started buying books to learn how to make them myself. Here it is
eighteen years later and at least 50 plus full sized bed quilts, countless wall hangings and table runners
later I am still going strong making quilts. Each time I finish a quilt to give it as a gift I feel like I'm giving a
little bit of myself with each one.
Quilters of today are doing their best to keep the economy going by shopping in stores that just cater to
quilters. I am one of those quilters. I can't pass a quilt store without stopping in to see the latest fabrics
and patterns and of course get inspired to keep going and going. I am interested in getting others involved
and keeping this old family tradition going and share my love for quilting with our community.
If there is anyone interested in getting together in the community room in the club house please contact
me. I will take your name and the days and times you would be available. I will then make a day and time
that would be convenient to most and reserve the community room. I would love to hear from anyone that
is interested. You can contact me, Mary Giampapa either by email; want2scrapnow@aol.com or by phone
at 570-722-9949
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Towamensing Trails Property Owners Association

P.O. Box 100
44 Towamensing Trails
Albrightsville, PA 18210
Phone: 570-722-0302
Fax:

570-722-2061

Email: office@towamensing.com

W E A R E ON T H E W E B !
W W W . T O WA M E N S I N G . C OM

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES CALL 911

Local Fire Departments

Towamensing Trails Security

570-722-9563

Penn Forest

Towamensing Trails Office

570-722-0302

Fire Company #1(Route 903)

Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm

Penn Forest

Saturday 9am to 3pm

Fire Company#2(Route 534)

570-722-0555

Albrightsville Fire Department (Route 534) 570-722-8325

Towamensing Trails Web Address

Borough & Township Services

www.towamensing.com
Towamensing Trails E-mail Address
Office@towamensing.com
Trails Lake & Tennis Club

570-325-8114

570-722-8582

Carbon County Courthouse

570-325-3611

Penn Forest Township Building
(for all permits required by township)

570-325-2768

Medical

Police Department (non emergency Only)

Gnaden Huetten Memorial Hospital

610-852-5000

Carbon County Sheriff

570-325-2821

Palmerton Hospital

610-826-3141

Fern Ridge State Police

570-646-2271

Pocono Medical Center

570-421-4000

Geisinger Wyoming Valley

570-820-6150

US Veterans Hospital

570-824-3521

Postal Services
Albrightsville Pine Point Plaza

570-722-9493

