
 2017-2018  
December/January  

Trails Topics 

Update From The Office 

2018 Invoices were  mailed  the f irs t  

week of  November .  I f  you have not re-

ceived your  invoice  please  contact  the 

Teepee.  A  late  fee  of  $25 .00 wi l l  be  

added to  any unpaid  account on Janu-

ary 08,  2018 .  No Exceptions,  the sec-

ond late  fee  wil l  be  added Apri l  01 ,  

2018  

 

Please  read the let ter  inc luded with 

your  invoice  explaining payment in-

struct ions.  We wil l  take payments at  

the Teepee.   

 

Please  br ing wi th you,  your  Picture  ID,  

vehic le  passes a long wi th  Sta te  Reg is-

trat ions and your  Property  Owner  

badges.   

 If you have an Emergency call 911. If you 

need to reach Security call 570-722-9563 

 The deadline for the next Trails Topics is 

January 5, 2018 

 Before beginning any work outside your 

home please contact the office to inquire if 

a permit is needed. 

 

 

 

TowamensingTrails 
Property Owners  

Association 
.  

Presidents Update Submitted By: Joan Elliott 
 

 

Our Board of Directors Meetings are held once a month. They are 
the second Saturday every month at 10am. We encourage our 
owners to attend.  
 
The Board of Directors have been very busy with our Annual 
Budget meetings and with finalizing our contracts with the 
Maintenance Department, Security and the TLTC. 
 
Snow season will be upon us soon, we would like to remind all of 
our Property Owners to please be considerate of our Maintenance 
Department while they are out plowing our roads.  
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors I 

would like to wish all of our Property 

Owners a Happy and Healthy Holiday, 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 





Income   

 $22,983.71 

  

Expenses   

  

  

Administrative $14,877.46 

Community Wide $8,479.21 

Security $30,362.61 

Maintenance $31220.15 

Recreation $3,982.87 

Trash Removal $14,643.17 

Restricted Funds $30,262.58 

    

Total Expenses $133,828.05 

   

   

   

Cash Assets   

   

Operating Funds $678,852.22 

  

Reserves $1,368,378.25 

Dam Bond $230,987.65 

Lake/Dam Preservation $610,000.00 

Contingency Fund $128,172.73 

Committees $2,930.06 

   

Total $3,019,320.91 

   

Liabilities - none outstanding 

at this time   

 December 2, 2017: Lake Preservation Meeting 9am, 
ACC Meeting 10am both at Teepee 

December 7, 2017: TLTC Toys for Tots Dinner  

5-8 pm 

December 9, 2017: Kids Christmas Party  10:00am @ 
the Community Center 

December 9, 2017: BOD Mtg. 10am @ Teepee 

December 9, 2017: Game Room Closed 

December 16, 2017: Publications Mtg. 11am @ Tee-
pee 

December 23, 2017: Civil Penalty Mtg. (Closed) 

December 22, 2017: Office closed at noon 

December 23, 2017: Advisory & Planning Mtg. @ the 
Community Center 

December 25, 2017: OFFICE CLOSED 

January 1, 2018: OFFICE CLOSED 

January 6, 2018: ACC Meeting 10am Teepee 

January 13, 2018: BOD Meeting 10am Teepee 

January 20, 2018: Publications Mtg. 11am Teepee 

January 27, 2018: Civil Penalty Mtg. (Closed) 

January 27, 2018:  Advisory & Planning Meeting @ 
Community Center 9:30am 

Only You Can Prevent Forest Fires 

All Fires In Towamensing Trails Require a 

Burn Permit, Only Property Owners may 

have outdoor fires and 

must obtain a Burn 

Permit before begin-

ning. 

October Financials Save the Dates 

 ATV Penalties  1 

Criminal Mischief  4 

Disorderly Conduct  0 

Dog  4 

Trash/Illegal Dumping  12 

Illegal Parking  6 

Stop Sign  0 

Speeding  3 

Other Violations  5 

Burglaries  7 

Theft  8 

Suspicious Activity  15 

TTPOA/BOD Request  10 

 OCTOBER UAS SECURITY REPORT 



Trails Owners Winning Litter Battle 
Recognized by International Coastal Cleanup 

By Carla Benckert, Advisory and Planning Committee member 

 
Property owners banded together on Saturday, October 7th for the fall Trails litter cleanup.  

27 enthusiastic participants enjoyed a cookout lunch followed by a sweeping cleanup of our roads.  Mainte-
nance reported 20 bags of trash collected, along with 2 tires, a broom and a pile of plywood – in addition, many 
bags were taken directly to the dumpster and not included in the Maintenance tally.   

The October event was registered with ‘International Coastal Cleanup’ and resulted in Towamensing Trails being awarded a certificate of apprecia-
tion by that organization – it is on display at the Tee Pee. 

Many people contributed to our success - - thank you to the following for their efforts: 
The Advisory Committee members for organizing the event, planning and cooking the lunch, and providing the cleanup supplies – all 7 mem-

bers were present that day to help out! 
The Board for their full support and funds for the cookout food 
The Tee Pee staff for advertising the event on our bill boards and distributing flyers and posters 
Ciaveralla Construction for donating the hamburgers  -- all 32 of which were consumed 
Maintenance for patrolling the roads and picking up the trash bags  
Ray Kadingo for his ‘master map’ and meticulous follow up  
Most importantly – thanks to the homeowners who enthusiastically participated! 
 

It is safe to say that Trails Property Owners are winning the battle on litter. And our success is validated with 
being recognized by International Coastal Cleanup!  Take a look at the roads as your drive around our commu-
nity and feel the pride in living here!   

The 2018 spring cleanup will be Saturday, May 5th  - please mark your calendars! 

KIDS HALLOWEEN PARTY 

The POA activities committee held another very successful 

Halloween Party for the children of the Trails. We had ap-

proximately 50 children in attendance, and twice the 

amount of adults. The children did crafts,  games, mu-

sical dances, story time, and a great parade where they re-

ceived a bagful of treats. Thanks to everyone who helped 

out in any way. 

 

ADULT HALLOWEEN PARTY 

The annual TLTC  

adult Halloween Party was SPOOKTACULAR! With the expertise 

and creativity of Sue and Brian Denham the club house was trans-

formed into a Halloween Extravaganza. DJ Tommy Tunes set the 

stage with his ghoulish tunes. Family and friends surpassed our 

imaginations with phenomenal costumes. There were two catego-

ries for best costumes. Individual which went to Greg Martini for 

his scary scarecrow and Couples which went to Frank & Jeanie 

Eberle as a ghostly bride and groom. Congratulations to our win-

ners! It was a Franken-tastic night!!  



PEARLS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Written by: Ron Woytowich 

 

Jeanne Pfaff, age 64 of Albrightsville, formerly Willow Grove left this earth on Thurs-
day October 19th.  Jeanne was definitely a fixture in our community, having served on 
both the TTPOA and the TLTC Boards of Directors. She most recently served on the 
TLTC Board for several years, most recently as the President of from 2015-2016.  She 
had a passion for fast cars and her Yorkies. She was preceded in death by the love of 
her life, Dale Ziegler in 2013.  Jeanne was best known for her direct approach and re-
sponses to whatever life or people threw at her.  She cared deeply for the community 
and most definitely the club, which she had shown great devotion to the day-to-day 
activity. She is survived by a stepson-Brian Ziegler and his wife Linda Krisko of Beth-

lehem, a stepson Barry Ziegler and his life partner Stephen Ktorides of Sydney, Australia, a step-daughter- Jill A. (Ziegler) Kalaris 
and her husband Thomas of Ashburn, VA, an aunt-Flo Wolstenhome (widow of Norris) of Green Cove Springs, FL, cousin- Craig 
Wolstenholme of Tampa, FL,  and cousin Lynne Ricci and her husband Bill of Jacksonville, FL. 

Jeanne had many friends, both here in the Albrightsville area, as well as Willow Grove, Bethlehem and beyond.  She went to car 
meets, Irish Weekend and took trips with friends from the community several times over the years.  

Jeanne also had a group of very special friends, three ladies that jumped in in her final days to tend to her needs, visit with her, and 
ultimately realize it was time to say goodbye to Jeanne.   

I refer to this group of four women, inclusive of Jeanne, as my Steel Magnolias, Jeanne of course fitting the role of Ouiser Bou-
dreaux, due to her snarkiness. Magnolias are not typically indigenous to the Poconos. However this particular species of Magnolia 
are both beautiful and strong and have flourished here.  The power of their friendship was so very strong to the very end. Everyone 
should be so lucky to have the friendship these people shared, both the good times and the bad times. 

On a personal note, I had first met Jeanne and Dale around 2007 at the clubhouse.  My first social interaction with Jeanne was an 
exchange of wit and words, with neither of us missing a beat. I knew then that I liked her and she would be someone that could be 
both fun and interesting to know. That interaction would eventually lead to a great friendship several years later. She had a dry 
humor and sometimes the interaction with her was an acquired taste.  

I respected her knowledge of the club operations, and I was able to learn a great deal while working with her on the TLTC Board. 
We would exchange pet names for each other in jest, but we had a mutual respect for each other.  I valued our friendship and will 
miss her dry humor, wit, and sipping cocktails with her.  I am a better person having known her. I hope that she finds that open 
road in the afterlife-able to open her Hemi full throttle and enjoying the eternal ride with her beloved Dale.  

Joyce Kilmer was an American poet and a 

war hero.  His 12-line poem “Trees” has 

been memorized by children since its publi-

cation in 1913.    

Kilmer graduated from Columbia Universi-

ty where he was editor of the campus news-

paper and member of the Debating Union.  

After graduation, he married fellow poet, Aline Murray.  They 

had five children.  Their fourth child, Rose, was stricken with 

infantile paralysis slightly after birth.  Though raised an Epis-

copalian, Kilmer found comfort during this difficult period 

through his friendship with Father Daly and converted to Ca-

tholicism in 1913.   

Days after The US entered WW1, Kilmer enlisted in the Sev-

enth Regiment of the New York National Guard.  Shortly be-

fore his deployment, his daughter Rose died and less than two 

weeks later, his son Christopher was born.  He was a sergeant 

in the Fighting 69th regiment.  He would choose the most 

dangerous missions. Kilmer had contracted with publishers to 

write a book about the war, however, he was killed by sniper 

fire during the Second Battle of Marne on July 30, 1918.   

WHERE’D THAT PHRASE COME FROM?? 

LONGSHOREMEN 

Travel to any major port and you will see them. Long-

shoremen are the lifeblood of the shipping industry. 

They are the ones who load & unload the massive cargo 

vessels that carry a huge variety of goods in and out of 

the United States every day. As for the word itself 

“shoreman” is clear enough. But what about the “long” 

The explanation is really 

quite simple. From the earli-

est days of the profession, the 

longshoreman has worked 

along the shore. 

Around 1805, English speak-

ers began shortening this 

factual reference into one easy label, “Longshoremen” 

Cargo ships from around the world pull into America’s 

ports. It is the Longshoreman’s job to offload the 

goods! 



Kids Christmas Party 

The POA Children's Christmas Party 

will be held on December 9, 2017 at 

the Community Center from 10am to 

12pm. Call the Teepee to sign up your children 

 

 

Amazingly Good Egg Nog 
Ingredients 
4 cups milk 
5 whole cloves 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
12 egg yolks 
  
1 1/2 cups sugar 
2 1/2 cups light rum 
4 cups light cream 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
Directions 

1. Combine milk, cloves, 1/2 teaspoon vanilla, and cinnamon in 

a saucepan, and heat over lowest setting for 5 minutes. Slowly 
bring milk mixture to a boil. 

2. In a large bowl, combine egg yolks and sugar. Whisk togeth-

er until fluffy. Whisk hot milk mixture slowly into the eggs. Pour 
mixture into saucepan. Cook over medium heat, stirring con-
stantly for 3 minutes, or until thick. Do not allow mixture to boil. 
Strain to remove cloves, and let cool for about an hour. 
Stir in rum, cream, 2 teaspoon vanilla, and nutmeg. Refrigerate 

The Towamensing Trails Golf  Committee was recognized for their 

continued support for veterans and their court transportation 

needs. For some war veterans after leaving service, the memories of 

war creep in and cause problems, which lead to poor choices and 

incarceration.  

Carbon County Veterans Court, a specialty court that aims to help 

veterans in trouble with the law get the help they need instead of 

facing incarceration, is working to create a support system that will 

provide the strength these veterans need to get back on their feet. 

One problem the court is facing is transportation for these individu-

als to and from court hearings and appointments. 

The TLTC received a letter from The Veterans Multi-Service Center 

thanking them for their continued generosity and support of the 

program.. 

The TLTC has been donating to many veteran organizations for over 

10 years with the proceeds from their annual Golf Outing.  

The Donations are given always at the time of year when its most 

needed.  

Carbon County Judge Joseph Matika accepts a $2,000 donation from Al Hall, 

representing the Towamensing Trails Golf Committee, to be used for         

transportation for the Veterans Court.  

GOLF GROUP DONATES $2K FOR VETERANS 

COURT TRANSPORTATION Make Christmas donation to a great organization!! 

THIS ABLE VETERAN: This is an organization that 

has a place where service dogs are provided to veterans 

at no cost. As you can imagine it takes a lot of time, 

effort and money to make this happen. Expenses in-

clude purchasing the purpose-bred puppies, transporta-

tion, up to 18 months of food for the dogs, vaccina-

tions, veterinary care, housing, professional training 

and special equipment that includes harnesses, vests, 

leads, identification patches and cards. Once the ser-

vice dogs are fully trained the veterans that have been 

paired with the dogs are brought to our campus and 

housed for 3 weeks while they attend the Trauma Re-

siliency Program. Meals and transportation are also 

provided to the veterans at no expense to them. 

 
PAM LARGENT 
President 
THIS ABLE VETERAN 
Canine partners for the journey back home.  
Donate today! 
Online: www.thisableveteran.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/thisableveteran 
Twitter: @ThisAbleVeteran 
Google+: +ThisableveteranOrg 
Carbondale, Illinois 62902 

http://thisableveteran.org/tavdonate
http://www.thisableveteran.org/
http://facebook.com/thisableveteran
http://thisableveteran/
http://plus.google.com/+ThisableveteranOrg/


  Amazing Race Fun 

The annual Amazing Race run by our very own Brian and Sue Denham was a huge success. Seventeen teams participated this 

year in challenges including Golf Cart Golf, Balancing Boards, Huge Puzzles, Math Problems and finally, your choice of getting a 

Yahtzee or downing a cup full of BUGS!! Yup I said Bugs!! Surprisingly enough about half of the teams opted for the quicker 

option and downed that cup of crickets, beetles, and who knows what! The first place team completed the tasks in an unbelieva-

ble 85 minutes! Kudos to you "Team Players”, the second place winners “Team Ron” was the only team to complete the puzzle 

so their time of 124 minutes was reduced by 15 minutes to a very respectable 109 minutes! The third place winners “Team Neon  

Demons” came in with a time of 110 minutes, so close!!!! 

Palmerton’s “Christmas in the Park” 

A site to see is the beautiful and touching 

display of over 100 decorated trees in Carbon 

County’s Palmerton Park.   Now in their 5th 

year the community uses this event to raise 

money to update and maintain the Holiday 

lights along their quaint streets.  The gener-

osity of local known business Hickory Valley Farms provides 

the trees at a very minimal cost to the town.  Schools, church-

es, businesses and community members then adopt a tree for 

at least a $40 donation.  Then the decorating begins.  Each 

tree is unique and themed differently.  Some are in line with 

holiday tradition but others are comical, patriotic or are 

transformed into a memorial tribute.   Many volunteers along 

with the local Fire Department help with the setting up of the 

trees and running the electric needed for the magnificent 

display.  This year the tree lighting ceremony will be held on 

December 2nd (rain date December 3rd) between 12-5 with 

music, horse and wagon rides, a visit from Santa and various 

food and craft vendors.  The official lighting time is 4:30 pm.  

The display remains up through New Years.  It is a site to see 

and so much fun to do with friends and family.  It will truly 

get everyone in the Holiday spirit!   

Holiday Awareness  

Social isolation is one of the biggest 

predictors of depression, especially 

during the holidays. People who have 

feelings of disconnectedness often 

avoid social interactions 

at holiday time. Unfortunately, with-

drawing often makes the feelings of loneliness and symp-

toms of depression worse. 

Safe winter Travel 

To make sure your car trips stay safe this winter make up a car 

kit with jumper cables, basic small tools, an ice scraper, a 

small shovel, and first aid kit. A container of sand or cat litter 

can help if you get stuck in the snow. Your car’s floor mats will 

also work in a pinch. Also make sure flashlights have good 

working batteries. Having a “blizzard bag” with a  change of 

clothes and basic toiletries is a good idea. Have blankets, wa-

ter & snacks on hand. Keep the gas tank full and check anti-

freeze levels. If you get stuck in the snow make sure your ex-

haust pipe is clear of snow & crack a win-

dow slightly when running the car at in-

tervals to keep warm. Stay Safe and have 

great trips. 





Reindeer Tea Light Ornament 

Supplies needed  to create Rudolph 

from a simple tea light. 

 

1. Small LED Tea lights 

2. Brown chenille pipe cleaners 

3. Googly eyes-the 7ml size 

4. Christmas ribbon thick for bowtie, thin for gold to make 
hanger 

5. A red and black permanent marker 

6. Tacky or Elmer's Glue & Glue gun 

Color the tea light red with permanent marker, add a smile 
with the black marker.  

Glue on the googly eyes and a knotted piece of ribbon for the 
scarf 

Fold pipecleaner in half to form a V. Then bend in half again 
and wrap around the pipecleaner to form a thicker V, leave a 
small loop at the top of each upper end. 

Take a second pipecleaner & feed it through the loop at the top 
& as you wind it down the original V shaped stem, add the 
small antler details. GO down one side & do the same going up 
the other side 

Glue the antlers to the back of the tealight then add ribbon 
hanger 



 

PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS 

The amount of volunteer firefighters throughout the state of Pennsylvania 

have dropped drastically over the last forty-five years. In 1970, there was ap-

proximately 300,000 volunteers throughout the state of Pennsylvania. Today, 

there is an estimated 72,000 volunteers and it is believed to be much lower. 

There are several factors contributing to today’s lack of volunteers. For example, training alone is over 200 

hours to safely be familiar with firefighting skills. For those who have to work multiple jobs, it can be chal-

lenging to find the time to even participate. No two incidents are the same, and firefighters must be adaptive 

in their response and command of each scene. As a volunteer, one will respond to house fires, motor vehicle 

accidents, search and rescue, and many more. The average amount of firefighters needed on a call can vary 

depending on the incident as well. For car accidents, volunteers may be able to handle with just a few  fire-

fighters but for house fires, over 20 firefighters may be needed, depending on the severity and the weather. 

Contact your local firehouse and see how you can help. Departments can use drivers, firefighters, fire police, 

and auxiliary members. For residents in Towamensing Trails, you can meet your firefighters at the Penn For-

est Fire Company #2 on Monday evenings at 7 PM. You can also reach us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/pennforestfireco2 or online at www.pennforestfireco2.com.   

http://www.facebook.com/pennforestfireco2
http://www.pennforestfireco2.com
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Jim the Handyman 

Dependable * Professional * Experienced  

Quality Interior & Exterior Work 

Painting, Tile, Carpentry, Trim, Decks and 

More 



Towamensing Trails Security:              570-722-9563 

TTPOA Office:                                       570-722-0302 

Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm  

Saturday 9am to 3pm Sunday Closed 

TTPOA Web Site:  www.towamensing.com 

TTPOA Email:       office@towamensing.com 

Trails Lake and Tennis Club:                  570-722-8582          

TLTC Web Site:     www.tltclive.com 

Police Department (non-emergency): 

Carbon County Sheriff:                           570-325-2821 

Fern Ridge Police Department:               570-646-2271 

Postal Service: 

Albrightsville Post Office:                       570-722-9493 

Towamensing Trails POA  

PO BOX 100 

Albrightsville, PA 18210 

Phone: 570-722-0302 

Fax: 570-722-2061 

E-mail: office@towamensing.com 

 

Penn Forest Fire Departments: 

Fire Company #1 (Route 903):                     570-325-4203 

Fire Company #2 (Route 534):                     570-722-0555 

Albrightsville (Route 534):                           570-722-8325 

Borough and Township Offices: 

Carbon County Office:                                  570-325-3611 

Penn Forest Township:                                 570-325-2768 

Medical: 

Gnaden Huetten Memorial Hospital:            610-377-1300 

Lehigh Valley Hospital:                                570-421-4000 

Geisinger:                                                      570-808-7300 

US Veterans Hospital:                                 570-824-3521 

St. Luke’s Urgent Care Center:                     570-325-2400 

St. Luke’s Monroe Campus Hospital            272-212-1000 


