
Towamensing Trails Property Owners Association  

2010  OCTOBER/ N OVEMBER    

Trails Topics  

guidance of our                        

Community Coordinator 

and Office Manager 

Miriam Cordero. Without 

the dedication of all of our 

summer employees, game 

room people and                       

maintenance staff we 

would have encountered 

many more problems than 

we did. All performed over 

and above board. 

We have been working 

quite closely with the               

Department of Dams, our 

engineering firms and  

Construction Company to 

rectify our problems with 

the dam. Our main               

problem was fixed but now 

we are facing residual  

problems. Sloughing in 

back of the dam and our 

main drain. 

 I am sure Pat Anderson 

will have an update              

elsewhere in this                       

publication. 

We sincerely wish all a very 

pleasant Fall Season. 

Well, we made it through 

another summer season. 

We will now have our            

development back until the 

snow flies. Please enjoy the 

peace and quiet. 

Once more the Board             

welcomes aboard our two 

new members. Erwin Rosa 

and Dan Hunton. We all 

wish them well. Letõs hope 

that we have a productive 

year. The key to this will be 

teamwork and sharing the 

work load. All seven               

members will be doing  

their share. 

The Board would also like 

to thank Dolores Cosgrove 

and Joan McKenna for 

their past services on the 

Board. 

Our summer was hot both 

weather-wise and also             

people wise. Our Security 

did a good job of keeping 

things fairly quiet in the 

Trails. We had teenage 

problems which were a 

little worse than previous 

years. (Most of our                 

problems were tracked 

down to a small group) We 

had quite a crowded                 

summer so all in all it could 

have been much worse. We 

do believe that the new 

camera system that we had 

installed cut down on quite 

a few problems before they 

could escalate. Legion           

Security did a                            

commendable job for this, 

being their first summer 

season in our development. 

Kudos to Justin Monska 

and Cpl. Sean OõLeary and 

their Patrol officers. 

Weather-wise it probably 

has been the hottest               

summer in years. As usual 

when we approached the 

end of the season our                    

lifeguards, boat attendants 

and badge checkers had to 

leave to get ready for 

school. Our thanks go out 

to all who were able to stay. 

Last but not least we have 

to thank Eric George our 

Maintenance manager for 

overseeing all. 

We wish to thank all of our 

employees for doing such 

an outstanding job for us 

this summer. We greatly 

appreciate the help of our 

office staff with the                

Board of Directors Update                  By: William Doscher  Special Points of Interest: 

If you have an              

Emergency please call 

911. Dispatch will hear 

the call and arrive to 

give needed                    

assistance. 

Office hours are            

Monday thru              

Friday 9am to 5pm.            

Saturday 9am to 3pm. 

Closed on Sunday 

Trash Hours are            

Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday: 7am to 7pm. 

Without written               

authorization from the 

deeded property owner 

vehicle/trash passes will 

not be given out.  

Before beginning any 

work outside your home 

please contact the office 

to inquire if a permit is 

needed.  

Please see calendar for 

meetings or  office                

closings.  

The office will be 

closed on November  

25th and 26th.  

Bulk Trash Day will be 

held October 23rd and 

24th. Permits will be 

needed.  

Please sign up at 

Teepee for Trick or 

Treat for October 31st.  
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

October 2010  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

November 2010 

Trash 

Closed 

Trash              

Closed 

Publication Mtg. 

Trash 

Closed 

Trash 

Closed 

Trash Closed 

Firewise 

Trash Closed 

Quilting 

Trash 

Closed 

Trash Closed 

Quilting 

Trash 

Closed 

Trash Closed 

Publication Mtg. 

Trash 

Closed 

Trash 

Closed 

Trash 

Closed 

Trash 

Closed 

Trash Closed 

Quilting  

Trash 

Closed 

Trash 

Closed 

Office 

Closed 

Office 

Closed 

Office 

Closed 

Office 

Closed              

Bulk Trash 

Office 

Closed 

Office 

Closed 

Office 

Closed 

Office 

Closed 

Office 

Closed 

Acc Closed 

Meeting 

B.O.D                  

Meeting 10am 

Civil            

Penalty 

Advisory 

Bulk Trash  

Acc Closed 

Meeting 

        B.O.D                  

Meeting 10am 

Civil            

Penalty 

Closed          

Meeting 

Advisory 

Meeting 

Boat            

removal date 

***B.O.D. Meetings are subject to cancellation*** 

B.O.D. 

10am 

Cert 10am 

B.O.D. 

10am 
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Activities Committee: 

Committee Meeting:  The next Activities Committee meeting will be held Saturday, October 2 at 10 AM in the lounge at the Community 
Center. 

Halloween Party:  The Childrenõs Halloween Party will be held on Saturday, October 23 from 10 AM to 12 noon in the lounge at the Com-
munity Center.   

Children ages 10 and younger are welcome and must be registered at the Teepee (570-722-0302) before October 16.  Because of limited 
space, no more than two (2) adults per child may attend. 

As always, if you are able to bring refreshments, it is appreciated. 

Christmas Party: The Childrenõs Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, December 11 from 10 AM to 12 noon in the lounge at the Com-
munity Center.   

Children ages 10 and younger are welcome and must be registered at the Teepee (570-722-0302) before December 4.  Because of limited 
space, no more than two (2) adults per child may attend. 

Santa will be stopping by, so come and visit.  Feel free to bring refreshments.  They are always appreciated! 

Volunteers: Weõre always in need of volunteers!  If you are interested in joining the Activities Committee, please fill out an application.  Ap-
plications are available at the Teepee or can be downloaded from the Trailsõ website at www.towamensing.com 

 

Firewise Committee: 

Albrightsville Fire Company with their Experience Trailer and Penn Forest Fire Company providing demonstrations on fire fighting were in 
attendance on Fun  Day, July 3.  We appreciate their faithfulness in our effort to educate people to be ôFirewiseõ. 

 

Our next meeting will be October 7, 2010 at 1PM in the Teepee.  As always, we welcome new members. 

 

Lake Preservation Committee: 

We are in the planning stages of holding a fishing tournament for next season. If you are interested please contact us. We are looking for vol-
unteers, Giveaways, etc. This would be for TTPOA members only and would be a boating fishing event. Our next meeting is November 14th 
at 9:30am at the clubhouse. 

 

Community Watch Program: 

Next meeting will be Saturday October 2nd,  in the Teepee at 12noon. If you are interested in receiving our email newsletter please contact 
us. 

908-642-8779 or edullrich@hotmail.com  

 

Publication Committee: 

Nothing new to report.  

Committee Updates  October/ November  

Dam Update                                Submitted By: Pat Anderson  
By the time you are reading this, the òslip repairsó to the dam should be completed. We had a wonderful sum-
mer season on our lake. There are other issues related to the age and regulatory requirements of the dam, and 
that work is in progress. We are all working toward a scheduled update to ensure that TTPOA is on top of 
needed efforts. 

http://www.towamensing.com/
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It certainly was a òfunó day here at 
Towamensing Trails on Saturday, July 
3.  The festivities began at 9AM and 
Miss Weather certainly cooperated to 
make it a perfect day.  A first this year 
was a quilt show by the sewing group 
that meets at the community room 
twice a month.  Anyone that stopped 
by was duly impressed with the                 
beautiful handmade quilts displayed at 
the exhibit. 

 

A presentation was also given by two 
of our fire companies which included 
Albrightsville and Penn Forest No. 2.  
Demonstrations were given in the 
òexperience traileró which consisted of 

simulated earthquakes and                         
smoke-filled rooms.  Participants 
learned how to crawl out of a                  
smoke-filled room and what an                
earthquake feels like in different                 
degrees.  Penn Forestõs little dog, 
Patches drove a small fire truck 
around to the amusement of everyone.  
Penn Forest No. 2 also sprayed water 
into the lake to demonstrate the 
power of the fire hose. 

Other activities included a flea market 
and games with prizes for young and 
old.  The grill was manned by                    
members of the Activities Committee 
who turned out the hot dogs and  
burgers.  Delicious side dishes which 
were donated were also part of the 
menu and were enjoyed by all. 

Fun Day ï July 3, 2010  

News From The Office  

Bulk Trash Day will be held October 23rd and 24th. Boats must be removed from rack 

by Saturday October 30, 2010 or a fee of  $50.00 will be attached for storage and               

removal. Trick or Treat will be October 31,2010. Please sign up at Teepee and get sign to 

place at your house to identify you as a participant. Please look for the 2011 invoices 

in November and read All  enclosed paperwork for instructions concerning              

payment and 2011 procedures for new stickers. The office will be closed November 

25th and November 26th.  

 

DJ Linda Pavel                

provided the music                   

for  òFun Dayó fun. 
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Treasurer Report                                          August 31,2010  

  

  

  

  

  

Income  $30,820.72 

    

    

  

Expenses  159,092.90 

  

Administrative 12,175.76 

Community Wide 22,193.90 

Security 39,638.95 

Maintenance 31,562.54 

Recreation 21,937.38 

Trash Removal 9,207.35 

Restricted Funds 22,377.02 

   

Total Expenses  $159,092.90 

   

Cash Assets    

   

Bank   

Mauch Chunk Activities 4,620.72 

Mauch Chunk Operating 124,713.64 

Total  $129,334.36 

  

RBC Operating $328,723.02 

RBC Membership $172,240.76 

Total  500,963.78 

  

ESSA CD 99,372.49 

1st National of Palmerton CD  9,294.00 

CDARS Reserve  1,575,085.66 

CDARS Operating  346,112.47 

Mauch Chunk Money Market  205,817.63 

Total  $2,865,980.39 

   

  

Liabilities - none outstanding at this time  
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Just sayingéwhy is it: 

that people traveling to the clean & beautiful mountains & forests of the Poconos throw their trash out car windows 
or  trash bags by the side of the road? 

that those escaping near or true catastrophes risk creating one with illegal fires and fireworks? 

that those who value a neat, clean and tidy community neglect the property in which they are living/visiting? 

that those who have invested hard-earned income in investment properties, will allow anyone with cash to use/abuse 
it without ever visiting the property for years at a time? 

that people believe that those pesky building codes only apply to the guy next door? 

ǒ     that people demanding clean drinking water refuse to have their septic tank pumped out or serviced? 

that people looking for peace & quiet need to party loud & long into the late, late night in disregard of neighbors            
trying to get that much needed rest? 

that people seeking respect are so disrespectful? 

that people fleeing crime and violence are so pushy and intimidating toward those with whom they come in contact? 

that those who have no idea where they are going, need to get there as quickly as possible? 

that those who have chosen to live in a òprivate communityó refuse to read and to adhere to the bylaws & covenants 
of the community? 

that everyone who has a ôgood ideaõ expects someone else to carry it out? 

that people who complain about the recent hikes in power and fuel costs are  astonished and argumentative about 

association dues? 

that so many people believe there should be stronger enforcement of rules against all the rest of the people? 

that people who escape a concrete, lawn-less, tree-less jungle, build a home and cut down all the trees? 

Letter to the Editoréé.     

changing clothes, putting your hands 
into a pocket, or putting on shoes. 
The brown recluse spider had crawled 
in there at some time to take shelter.  
If you suspect that you have been 
bitten by this spider,  collect the spider 
if possible for identification and get 
medical attention immediately.  Apply 
ice packs to relieve the swelling in the 
brown recluse spider bite area.  

The brown recluse spider will only 
bite when disturbed in its secluded 
spot.  It would be wise to shake out 
your clothing and shoes before using 
if they have been stored.  Inspect your 
shoes before putting them on. Use 
gloves while gardening and handling 
firewood. Don't go barefoot.  Elimi-

The Brown Recluse Spider is one of 
the two venomous spiders in North 
America, the other being the Black 
Widow.  It can be found all over the 
US. 
The reclusive nature of this spider 
seeks hiding places and shelter.  They 
are usually found indoors.  Favorite 
hiding spots are in stored clothing, old 
shoes, toys, books, boxes, furniture, 
linens and undisturbed towels.  They 
are also found in outside locations 
such as  storage sheds and garages.  
These spiders may also be found in  
wood piles, especially under the loose 
bark.  

It is very common to get a brown 
recluse spider bite when you are 

nate as much clutter as possible in 
storage areas and frequently dust and 
vacuum around windows, corners of 
rooms, and under furniture.  

Brown recluse spider adults are soft-
bodied, yellowish-tan to dark brown.  

The adult body varies from 1/3-to 1/2 
inch in length. With the legs it can be 
an overall size of 1 inch diameter or 
greater.  

Better to know the enemy.   

 

 

 

Brown Recluse Spider                                           Submitted By: Publications  
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On July 24, 2010 the Boat Parade was held. First 

place went to Dennis and Lisa Monastra. The boat 

was Grease theme. 

 

 

Next yearõs boat 

parade will be 

held on July 30, 2011. Any questions about next 

years boat parade should contact 215-605-1614.  

Who says there are no fish in 
the lake? 

August was a good month for 
our early morning fishermen 
(women) in a 14 foot boat.  
The yield on two consecutive            
Tuesdays was at least 26 fish.  
The catch was a mixture of 
perch, crappie, blue gill and 
bass, both large and small 

mouth.  Size? Well that ranged from about 2 inches to 13 
inches. 

Fishing from a friendõs pontoon boat also 
was a treat.  The catch, although not as 
large still provided some nice fish.  It 
doesnõt make much difference whether 

the boat is a big pontoon or a small 14 footer, it is just 
fun to feel the thrill of battle, landing and then releasing 
these fighters.                                              

          

 

 

Well, maybe youõre just cruisinõ the lake. 
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January 1 to August 31 there were 47 
homes closed from low of $49,901 to 
a high of $473,000 with an average 
sold price of $152,172. 

There were 104 lots on the market 
from a lot of $12,900 to a high of 
$100,000 with an average listing price 
of $24,325. 

Only 9 lots sold from January 1 to 
August 31 with an average sale price 
of $24,611. 

January 1 to August 31, 2010 

As we all have a vested interest in 
housing activity in the Trails we are 
providing you with the following in-
formation which was drawn from the 
Pocono Mountain Association of 
Realtors multiple listing service: 

As of August 31 there were 123 
homes on the market from a low of 
$94,900 to a high of $724,900 with an 
average listing price of $182,007 

 

Please note this does not  

include private sales or sales 

that were reported on               

another multiple listing site 

(which should  just be a few)  

 

 

  

Towamensing Trails Housing Market                  Submitted by: Publications  

History of  the Trails 
October/November 2010 

 

     How disappointing it was to find the stash of Trails Topics that has been 
kept for years had only one complete issue available for 1995. The years                     
between 1996-2001 were completely void. It has been an interesting trip  
reading the old Topics and reporting highlights for each year.  Sometimes it 
was hard leaving some information unreported due to the word allotment of 
250 words allowed per article. 

     Having said that, there were a few things this writer found of interest.   
We had a deficit in excess of $90,000.  It was decided by the board to make 
an increase in several fees to help overcome the deficit, such as : Trash fees: 
A new Property Transfer Fee: Renter Vehicle Passes: Boat Stickers: Boat 
rack fees: ATVs, Snowmobiles & Golf Carts: and Renter Badges. It was            
estimated that this would bring in an additional $70,000.  Coupled with cost 
reduction efforts they hoped to break-even.  Several people reacted to the 
increase in new renter badges but it was pointed out how much extra in            
services the POA has due to renters.  Trash usage is up considerably, extra 
security is needed, and the office staff often times was overtaxed with the 
influx of renterõs paperwork,  questions and demands.  

     1995 found the leach field at the clubhouse no longer functioningé.. a 
ôguesstimateõ  for a new system was approximately $30,000.  Also the ôunder 
concreteõ pipes in the Tepee burst and new plumbing had to be installed. 

     òIn-Houseó security was to go into effect on Jan. 1, 1996. Applications 
were being taken for full and part time security officers with an Act 235 card. 

     Hopefully, 2001 will provide more interesting ôstuffõ. 

Calling All Hams  

If you reside in Towamensing Trails and are a licensed amateur radio operator, you may be interested in our 

new EmComm activity and station.  If you would like to participate, please contact me at: 

                  N2HCS@ARRL.Net. 

Hope to hear from you! Marty Foley 

The Teepee  

Lounge, now 

known as the 

Library in the 

1970òs 
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Thanks to our summer 

Life Guards and                      

Maintenance Department 

for making the pool and 

lake a pleasant place to be. 

Also thanks for the              

Aerobic exercising group.  

 

Your truly,  

The Local Mermaids! 

Featured Committee  

The Civil Penalty Hearing Panel: 

Responsible for overseeing as a whole the security of the òTrailsó, interfacing with 

the Security Department. Planning safety measures of the property of the Trails, 

including applicable Rules and Regulations. Review and make decisions on any 

Civil Penalty being appealed. Board shall be kept informed of all appeal decisions. 

This Committee is made up of a group of volunteers who own property here in 

Towamensing Trails. As a Property Owner here in the Trails if you ever receive a 

Civil Penalty you will be asked if you would like to appeal. If you choose to appeal 

you will be given a chance to meet with the panel and explain the incident.  

 Currently they are accepting applications for additional volunteers. If you are 

interested in joining this committee please feel free to pick up an application at 

the Teepee.  

What is a Watershed? 

A watershed is an area of land where all the water drains to a common body of water. 

Protecting your environment means protecting your watershed. 

What is a Riparian Zone? 

The land immediately adjacent to a river or stream is know as a riparian zone.  Trees and plants in the ZONE absorb nutrients 
and pollutants, slow the flow of rain water, and help prevent erosion. 

What is Nonpoint source of pollution? 

Nonpoint source of pollution is water pollution which comes from many diverse sources rather than from any one point.  As 
rainfall and snowmelt move over streets, parking lots, and driveways, they carry soil, animal waste, fertilizers, road salts and 
other chemicals into our streams. 

What is an Aquifer? 

Groundwater originates as precipitation and percolates through the soil.  Aquifers are the porous underground formations 
through which the ground water percolates.  Aquifers provide a critical source of well water. 

Kadingo noticed an unexpected 

guest had arrived for lunch. 

After eating some corn with 

expected proper etiquette as the 

deer always do, he did the             

unexpected and gently climbed 

atop the feeder to continue his 

free lunch. 

Residents of Towamensing 

Trails live within the habitat of 

a variety of wild life. When the 

still quiet of the forest is                 

present, many sightings of the 

different wildlife can be                    

observed.  

It was noontime and time for 

lunch on July 19 on Parker 

Mews when Joan and Ray           

What is a Watershed?                                     Submitted By: Publications  

Unexpected Luncheon Guest                        Submitted By: Ray Kadingo  


