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TRAILS TOPICS

Towamensing Trails Property Owners Association
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December 2015

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Trash Closed 2 3 ACC Meeting
Lake Preservation Mtg
40ffice Closed 5 6 Trash Closed 7 8 Trash Closed 9 10 BOD Meeting
Quilting
11 office Closed |12 13 Trash closed 14 15 trash closed | 16 17 ciil Penalty
Publications Mtg. Closed Meeting
18 Office Closed 19 20 Trash Closed 21 22 Trash Closed 23 BOD Meeting 24
Office Closes at
12noon
25 Office Closed 26 27 Trash Closed 28 29 Trash Closed 30 310ffice Closes at
12noon

Board of Directors Meetings are subject to cancellation.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Office Closed 2 3 Trash Closed 4

5 Trash Closed

6 Cert/ Firewise
Topics Article

7 ACC Meeting

Deadline
8 Office Closed 9 10 Trash Closed 11 12 Quilting 13 14 BOD Meeting
Publication Mtg. Trash Closed
15 Office Closed 16 17 Trash Closed 18 19 Trash Closed 20 21 Civil Penalty

Closed Meeting

22 Office Closed 23 24 Trash Closed 25

26 Trash Closed
Quilting

27 BOD Meeting

2 8 Advisory

29 Office Closed 30

31 Trash Closed
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Committee Updates
Publication Committee:

Treasurer Report

We urge all Committees to advise us of your meeting dates, location and time in|order to 18 740l a3
place the information on the calendar in the Topics. The deadline for all articles jard fafbfm e $ :
mation to be published is the first Friday of the month before the coming issue. |i.e. the Feb-
ruary/March issue deadline is Jan 6, 2012.
) ) ) Expenses

The BOD has approved an increase from a 12 page issue to a 16 page issue twice a year to
accommodate reporting on extra winter and summer activities.

We meet the second Tuesday of every month at 10:00 AM in the Teepee. [Administrative $11,9204 26
Firewise Committee Communi t y Wi de $28, 309 51
The Annual Firewise Day will be held in conjunction with the Teach the Kids to Fiske Ray dune y $19,011| 36
23, 2012. Watch for further postings on this matter. Maintenance $35. 766| 53
Please remember, during the winter months we need to be more conscisitisiabolut fires ]
the home. Use caution when burning wood in the fireplace, or using space heatgt&€ ¢ €ati on $1.715.120
Our next meeting will follow the CERT meeting, Jan. 6, 2012 10:00 AM, in the T@ehdes h Remov al $7,754.131
CERT Committee: Restricted Funds $13,080}1 16

The next meeting date will be January 6, 2012, 10:00 AM in the Teepee.

Please takeAndMaet ef indtiséssuenad tha Toficaregardingthet a1 Expenses $117,557. 33
program provided by the Carbon County Communications Center.
Activities Committee Events:
The Childrends Christmas Party will GR8hhéssjeteSn Satufday,  Dec¢embe
in the lounge at the Community Center.
Children ages 12 and younger are welcomstantegistered at the Teepee/@&0 |5 ;5 ,
0302) before December 3. Because of limited space, no more than two (2) adultsperchitd
may attend. R
. . . . Mauch Chunk Acti vi[ti$®3,465.|93
Santa will be stopping by, so come and visit. Feel free to bring refreshments. They areatways _ i
appreciated by the children! Lake Preservation $851.1
Volunteers: hoch o ) o 076l 28
Wed6re always in need of volunteers! N!afucyuu Y e ipﬁrta}st 'cngg? ed—+m | oi
please fill out an application. Applications are available at the Teepee or can be downloaded i
from the Trailsd website at www.towaMadlg8i Gunckg Money |MBr2l0&t, 197. 76
Advisory Committee: 1st Nati L Pal t$drl 4V B2 & ]
. . . l,onal, a mer. i a |
The Committee is turning efforts back tto_ ogreenin th y%ra
available to all residents. There have been several very informative, but pafselP@erat i ng $340,692.07
tended sessions. The committee is looking at ways to make the series mr®e@asilg mber s hi p $45,357] 53
available to those wishing to attend.
_A&P_C continues t he efforts to be[:a.éJS_tAl fy the maijn $eggjc§7azngéa
ject will entail two or three main components and run from Rt. 903 to the[admir.
office area. Horticulturists and gardeners always welcome. 1st National of Pal ngelr&, o820dm0 5
Greatly assisted by an ad hoc recycling/waste managemeiteebthe
. . DAR R 1, 380, 7/70. 9 ¢
A&PC has been able to review and comment and send to the BOD a viate wwﬁug esery e $
plan to make waste collectionenbré i ci ent, | ess cos/ERARSAQPEr glaign9e | 3309 .183 F €93
me nt
The vast amount of effort to develop Policy & Procedures Manual is mopingtatong $2,570, 445. 5
nicely.
The A&PC continues to enhance communications, especially announcemen{$;Withifbtniee sout st andi ng at this t
the Trails and TLTC Community.
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Earthquake Safety

Earthquakes are one of the most com-
mon, unpredictable occurrences on earth.
There is always a chance of an earth-
quake, but there is no way of predicting or
giving any warning to when one may oc-
cur. We may not feel shaking all of the
time because some earthquakes can only
be felt by sensitive instruments. Other
times, earthquakes can be very danger-
ous and occur in highly populated areas
placing many people at risk. Homes and
buildings can be severely damaged, and
the ground can literally split apart.

Planning and proper responses are cru-
cial to protecting yourself and family be-
fore and after an earthquake. While you
may think the earthquake has stopped,
there is always potential for aftershocks.
Aftershocks can be severe and happen
within the first hour of the main shock.
The rate of aftershocks decreases quickly
but can be felt up to weeks or even
months after a large earthquake occur-
rence. The Following are tips covering
situations in which you may find yourself
when an earthquake strikes.

If Indoors:

9 Drop to the ground. Take cover by
getting under a sturdy table and hold
on. Stay inside until the shaking
stops.

9 Stay away from glass or anything that
can fall, like light fixtures and furni-
ture.

SmokeyWants Us to Have & i

Submitted By: Publications

9 Stay in bed if you are there when the
earthquake strikes. Hold on and
protect your head with a pillow,
unless you are under a heavy light
fixture that could fall. In that case,
move to the nearest safe place.

If outdoors:

9 Stay where you are if you are not
near any building streetlight or utility
wires.

1 Do not move from the area you are in
until the shaking stops. Remember
that aftershocks can be as bad as
the earthquake itself.

In a moving vehicle:

9 Stop as quickly as possible, but stay
in the vehicle. Avoid stopping near or
under buildings, trees, overpasses
and utility wires.

9 Proceed cautiously once the shaking
has stopped. Avoid roads, bridges or
ramps that have been damaged.

If you are trapped under debris:

1 Do not light a match because
materials or fumes around you could
ignite.

9 Do not move frantically or kick up
dust because you could injure
yourself.

9 Cover your mouth with a handker-

chief or clothing to protect yourself
from breathing in dust and other

airborne items.

9 Tap on a pipe or wall so rescuers can
locate you. Shout only as a last resort
because it can cause you to inhale
dangerous amounts of dust.

For more information about earthquakes

Federal Emergency Management agency:
www.fema.gov/hazard/earthquake/
index.shtm

Dare to prepare:
www.daretoprepare.org/

I eChwistsas 6

Have you had your

chi mney checked for

snuggle up before a nice warm fire. It just might be a home and life saving act.

When choosing your Christmas tree make sure it is fresh (no dry or easily pulled out needles). Better yet, spend a day wi

a

buil d of s

up

the family choosing the perfect tree and cutting it yourself at alocal tree farm. Make sure once the tree is in plads\tatered on a

regular basis until removed from the house.

Check the lights before decorating making sure there are no bare wires etc. and the lights are in good working order.
Make sure your driveway is plowed and cleared well of snow allowing ample room for emergency vehicles.

Smokey says,

and safeFirewiseChr i st mas.

oOHave a

6
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A Matter of Importance

Do you live in a household where there  will automatically appear on their monito Center in case of emergency.
are special medical needs? Perhaps enabling them to relay that information t¢  The Center also provides a monitoring
someone in your home is confined to a t the responding emergency personnel.
or wheelchair, hard of hearing or cannot
speak. These are just a few of the

For your convenience, the form is monitoring companies. The cost for

conditions that make the following downloaded from the TTPOA website, yearly. They also provide commercial

informationery important
The Carbon County Communications house watch.

Center provides a form for you to On a recent visit to the Center, we  Director at 578253298.

complete, listing your special medical
needs. After completion, the form is
mailed to the Center (mailing informatior
on the form) where your information is
entered into their computer. In the even
is necessary to call 911 your information

spoke with Gary Williams the 911 Direct
and he answered many questions regart
the services they provide. We came awe
with a renewed feeling of the importance
having your special medical needs on fil
with the Carbon County Communication

Asking Voters To Approve School Tax Increases

2011-12 state budget, both members of limit. Currently, school districts can seek more must be done to stem skyrocketing
the General assembly and the admin- exceptions to the referendum provisions property tax increases and return the
istration felt that legislation needed to be in Act 1, the Taxpayer Relief Act, for the accountability to the tax payer. As some
passed to make school whole list of reasons. Act one who is committed to finding a solu-
districts more accountable 25 also preserves the ex- tion to the property tax issue and is a
with your tax dollars. ] ceptions for special educa- member of the House Property Tax Cau-
State Representative: tion expenses, pension cus, | have signed several bills, one of

Under act of 2011, voters
must be able to vote on Property Tax increases.
Property Tax increases
above a certain stateset
inflationary index specific
to each school district.

Doyle Heffley, article on costs, and grandfathered/ which dictates more gambling revenue to
electoral debt, but requires  property tax relief.

schools meet the certain

financial criteria before

gaining approval for these For complete article please visit http://

exceptions. repheffley.com.

The new law mandates that school . ) .
districts seek voter approval for any This new law is the first step, but much

property tax increases above the statset

Dam Update

Prepared by: Joe Mullen Pennoni & Associates.
To mitigate the effects of possible overtopping of the dam, the DEP agreed to several possible options:

f
f
f
f

f

The Department of Dams has given us some breathing room. We will have three (3) years before we will hape pastedrahg Woek
year flood.

Investigate the natural release of water at the lowest point of the shoreline (in the vicinity of Longfefltva} releadersidddd to the
capacity of the current spillway, would account for the water which was projected to cig¢sh the dam (+/

Propose some small additional spillway

Speak to the USA COE on their current opinion osonversatonigdicates
the COE was not in favor of that

With respect to the valve/gate issue: the DEP requested the outlet works pipe to be videotaped to sedlifdtpbade inefingdtalvalve
placed on the downstream side of that | ineé.in |ieu of fi

www.towamensing.com, under forms / service at reasonable rates. If you are
interested, contact Gary Williams, 911

—

X
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‘Holiday Recipeg

Santa Claus Soup

A6 slices of bacon

A/s teaspoon pepper

Al cup chopped onion

Al (10 0z) package frozen mixed vegetables
A (26 0z) canljar pasta sauce, any flavor
A% Ib. of your choice of soup pasta

& tablespoons beefflavor bouillon

AGrated Parmesan cheese

Al teaspoon dried basil leaves

In a large pot, over medium hear, cook bacon until crisp. Remove;
set aside. In 2 tablespoons of bacon drippings, cook onion until
tender. Stir in reserved bacon and remaining ingredients except
vegetables, pasta and parmesan. Bring to a boil; reduce heat and
simmer 20 minutes. Add mixed vegetables and pasta. Bring to al
boil; reduce heat and simmer 10 minutes or until pasta is tender.
Serve with parmesan cheese. Serves®

Sinful Toffee Bars

Heat oven to 400. Line a cookie sheet with aluminum foil.
with 40 or so saltine crackers. Bring to a boil, 2 sticks of b
cup of brown sugar for 3 minutes stirring until thick. Pou
saltines and bake 5 minutes. Remove from oven and sprin
chocolate chips over top. Return to oven for 30 seconds, f

Line par

utter and

r over
kle 12 oz
emove al

spread evenly over saltines. Refrigerate minimum of 2 hours or

overnight. Remove foil from back of bars then cut or brea
squares.

Optional: 1 cup of ground nuts while still hot and befa

Pennsylvania Dutch Potato Filing
In large pan cut up 5 pounds of potatoes for mashing

While potatoes are cooking ,finely chop up a stick of celery and
sauté in butter
Finely chop up a whole onion and brown well in butter
Mash the potatoes and add celery, onion, parsley, 2 eggs, 2 piec
of cubed bread,
Butter and milk to desired consistency
Put in baking dish and bake at 425 degrees about a half hour until
top is browned

Holiday Dried Apples

Several apples of

Peel and slice
Place in dehydrator or 200 degree oven (on cookie sheet lined wi
paper). Process until dried. Theyshtukel cr i sp but

little bendable. Anywhere froip4lBours. | feel for dryness with my|
fingers.

your

choi celé

apart in

re refrig

h wax
full

Place in plastic bags or jars after cooled. Will keep for a year or more. No

refrigeration needed.

Note: | place the thinly sliced apples in water mixed with food col
couple of minutes to make fall colored leaves (Yellows, yellow gr

pring for a
eens,

greens, browns, orange etc) or Christmas colors such as reds and greens. |

dry with paper towel before dehydrating or oven processing. Ma

gift for healthy snacking.

kes a nice
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Christmas Around The World

It is interesting to see how different countries celebrate Christmas. After a little bit of research, this is what
The FRENCHelebrate Christmas Wethe Ndeinging the gifts. Christmas lunch consists of a pate made from
goose liver followed by seafood usually including lobster and oysters. The main meal is a family gathering
wine and good meat. Few people send Christmas cards, but many send New Year cards to wish each othe
through the coming year. Decorations in houses are minimal, but American traditions are catching on there
shops have Christmas decorations including trees.

GERMANSove to decorate their houses at Christmas. Many houses have little wooden frames holding ele
candles in their windows, and colored pictures of paper or plastic which look beautiful from the outside at ni
Often, too there is an Advent wreath which consists of greens and four candles. One candle is lit on each ¢
Advent. Most homes will also have a small model of the stable where Jesus was born, with Mary, Joseph,
and animal®er Weinachtdimags presents in the late afternoon of Christmas Eve after people have been to «
service.

In ITALY, Babbo Nat@ather Christmas) and giving presents on Christmas are becoming more common. Tt
day for gift giving is Epiphany, ttdag2f Christmas when the three Wise Men gave baby Jesus their gifts. In
presents are broughtdoefanmh o arri ves in the night to fill <c¢h
seen starting around December 8. The main focus of decorations conpires=pisdbeitiiescene) Greche.
Almost every church has a creche and they are often found outdoors in a piazza or public area.

In modern-day POLISHomes, both in town and village, Christmas trees are decorateehvaitie feckonyl

glass balls, ribbons and tinsel. But on many trees, these decorations are accorspdaigdddiiahal old
homemade ornaments which have been handed down from generation to generation. Under the Christmas
presents are laid for family members and friends. These are wrapped in colored paper and decorated with |
bows. Presents are exchanged and opened after thEversigipes

DAg
rb'AA'cAe
e[énacéfen el St <
 sucloosr %/m Rk
Where Do Snakes Go In The Winter
Snakes and many other reptiles find shelter in, 5 y in. | f vyou don theyreared their littte heads and hissed ai men & r
holes or burrows, and spend the winter inactiygag jn your crawl space check to see if there then went into the house and looked up snakes
or dormant. This is similar to hibernation.  gpaces'in your foundation that need filling.  on line. The more you know the more you

Snakes will slither into caves, hollow logs andpring the first warm days of spring, snakes grow.
even other animal's dens to spend the wintegmerge from their dens and begin sunning.
months. Som_etlmes various species of snak%ﬂer temperatures consistently stay above fr

can be found in the same location. (A group §§ snakes will begin searching for food and

is called a hibernaculum) For example, timbe,oye gradually to their summer range and b
rattlesnakes and copperheads commonly denn greas. Did you know that garter snakes
together. Snakes are cold blooded animals aB(%J rth to live young?
because of this they choose to hibernate in a g, mmer | was walking in my yard and notice:
place below the frost line. Occasionally they clump of worms. When I bent down to pick u
might even use your crawl space if they can figflat | thought to be a great find of fish bate,

Durin
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The Conclusi on Of the Story by

The gypsy started yelling at Drake in a garbled, unfamiliar accent that Drake could not undg
walked towards Drake, glowering and mumbling in that strange language. His hand was on the gold
that was resting at his waist.

Drake instinctively reached for his sword, also resting at his waist. Slowly, he started to co

agypsy.
0So does thou wish to duel me, over a silly pebble?6 questi:i
0l dooh weesh toh dueel thee, ind | k-Hewmrll exelalgleepwsegn, 06 spa
0l am Sir Francis Drake, 6 replied Drake.

At that moment, the queen was passing by in her carriage. Drake smiled and winked at her before he yaslsezhtiisasmiqrdioiedof it
it at the gypsy.

Seeing the men, the Queen ordered the carriage driver to stop. This situation seemed quite interesting.
Sasha snickered and tore his sword from his waist, pointing

The men glared at each other and started to move around in a slow circle, swords always pointed at eactidaierwippedDiake su
sword to the right, hoping to catch Sasha off guard. But Sasha was an experienced swordsman and wastgsislotdsbttasheidaet. cfTanged
as the men tried to protect themselves while also trying to slice the other. Drake was exaggerating hismuptierss sirwhputtinder to impress
Queen Elizabeth. This way and that, the swords flew, narrowly missing the gypsy many times. Sasha washiot amgpaddbdadleded to
wor k harder. He lunged and thrust his sword at robDpeaekatiryhis stomacma c h .

Back and forth the men danced, and soon enough,terdftothha gr ew
ground and skidded across the dirt. Sasha fell to his knees, and Drake pointed his sword at his throat.

oPl ease, kind sir, |l et me go in peace, 6 begged Sasha.
0Al as and alack, 6 sighed Drake, 0l suppose | shall show mer
Sasha stood up and ran to his sword. He gathered his belongings and sprinted down an alley way, not even thanking Sir Drake.

Many people had been crowded around the men as they fought, and the crowd was thinning as Drake sauntdedasvenedthe Queen.
ing with pride at his victory and his show of mercy.

0Good den, your Majesty,O06 said Drake. o0You |l ook ravishing t
oWhy, thank thee. You seem to be quite the swordsman, 6 adde
Drake smiled. He was so hopeful that he had impidegdttiveonderathat else could | do to impres8 the Queen

Sir Walter Raleigh paid a second visit to the Queen that evening, asking her to accompany him in the gadead Shedineediately
strolled down the moonlit path together.

The garden was alluring under the bright light of the full moon, filled with dozens of red, pink, and yellaboostheskémbealthe
fences, and small wooden benches lined the stone path. White calla lilies, purple chrysanthemums, bludfoeilifloavet siokantjpdsur-
rounded the garden. Huge cherry trees were blossoming, the fragile pink flowers covering the ground.

Raleigh led her to a little bench beneath a cherry tree and they sat down. He stared at her as the mootbieregesnrhakibgllia
them shimmer. He could not believe her beauty! She was breathtaking.

He got up and walked to a tulip. Raleigh carefully plucked a single pink tulip, being careful not to craisteitsticelebtEchaiabr to
the Queen and handed her the flower.

OWould thou Iike to know why | am giving thouylahogeatulippver not
the rest?d questioned Raleigh.

0l ndeed! 6 replied the Queen, trying and failing to repress

oWell, your Majesty, | have found that the tulip is the flo

The Queen smiled and blushed.

0And, my dearest Queen, 6 said Raleigh, owhen | armiseamazingh¥osre t u
heart is made of gold, for you are too kind and giving. | do not deserve to even be in the presence of suéh a wondrous woman.

The Queen was speechless. She did not know how twagettrgnley . R a

and Raleigh had to leave.
The next mor ning, when Elizabeth woke, she t houg lankip,aidbeai t R a

was gquite handsome. She was also extremely happpsillbetttneenweee kindf Ral
both men were handsome, and both men seemed to be very interested in her. The Queen was not ready foratshnsbesatjybtd ghe waese
menupl t hi nk | 81l Ishekheughp Atf H eese attwg drtdwsnd,ust some harmless flirtin
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TdPREings

Last issue we reported on the Annual Boat Regatta. However certain information could not be

included as it did not meet the deadline. Also due to limited space in that issue the Fire Boat
picture was eliminated. Following the regatta the participants voted on their favorite boat and .
youguessedidt he wi nner was the missing O6Fire BoREij
Bilella, Nick and Greta Martocci and John and Jamie Murry. So here it is...The missing [@0afith
Congratulations to the winners.

. *ﬁgl;uzm rart \
x B

The TLTC hosted a Luau Party with the help of Brian.and Sue Denham. Linda Pavel played music while guests danced the eaeamng
l'tds events JTike this that' really make you realize theanwonder fu

The TTQo6s celebrate their second anniver

The weather on October twenty second proved to be quite dreary. The leaves were falling as well as the rain. It was fatjgychill was
in the air. That did not prevent the Towamensing Trails Quilters from celebrating their second anniversary with a Victeagrarty. We

are like the USPS, neither rain or snow or gloom of rimmegMaghadwvi | |
by all in attendance. The festivities started out with riotous games of quilt bingo. Jeanne Jamieson wowed us with a fash@w of Victo-
rian Era clothing, which included her grandmotherds wesdahd ng dr e

delightful home made cinnamon buns.

Many thanks to all that attended to make the day a truly great experience. ) )

The TTQ6s meet twice monthly, the second and:the fouranembehur sda
you can contact Mary Giampapa by Emailant2scrapnow@aol.com Be-sure to putin the subject box Quilting in the Trails. :
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