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Trails Topics 

 In this update I would 
like to start off by           
thanking all of our          
volunteers and                  
Committee members for 
donating their time. To 
those of you who are not 
aware, without these             
people the Trails could 
not function. I will not 
thank individual people 
as I am sure to miss someone 
and cause hurt feelings. Just 
remember one and all we 
appreciate your efforts. 

 

If you look at our lake bed 
you will notice that the  

lake is filling up. Repairs on 
our dam have been             
completed and all has gone 
well. In this issue you will 
find an in depth article by  

Patrick Anderson about the 
dam  process featured on 
page 8. 

 

The Board of Directors at 
this time would like to 
Thank Vice President     

Patrick Anderson for all 
of his time spent on this               
project. Without Patôs 
vast knowledge we 
would not have been 
able to complete this 
project in a timely              
matter. 

 

Just when your entire              
BOD was back to full                       

complement: Director               
Mike Lutsch decided it was 
time to engage in periodic                          
maintenance. Mike had                  
surgery either to replace    
either his ailing hip (or get 
new ball joints and tie-rod 
ends). Iôm not sure which. 
Either way Mike should be                
up and running soon and 
good for another million 
miles. Mike, get back here 
soon !  

The due date for our 2010 
Annual Assessment is January 
5, 2010. Please read the letter 
included with your invoice, 
you will find instructions on 
payment methods. If you still 
have questions please feel free 
to contact the office.  

We are asking that when  
coming to the window for 
your new 2010 items please 

remember to bring the          
following with you. 

Property Owner ID card 

All of your Property 
Owners badges 

Vehicle Trash Passes for 
All vehicles on account 

If vehicle information has 
changed please bring the 
vehicle registration 

Photo ID if you do not 
have a Property Owner 
ID card 

We are asking for your             
patience: 

You will be asked while at the 
window to fill out a form  
updating all your contact  
information. This is manda-
tory and being done for your   
protection. Please see                
calendar for office closings. 

News and Updates from the Office  

Board of Directors Update                     By: Bill Doscher 

Special points of interest: 

Please call 911 in case of 

an emergency; our          

security will hear the 

dispatch and arrive to 

give needed assistance. 

Office hours are Monday 

thru Friday 9am to 5pm. 

Saturday 9am to 3pm.            

Sunday office closed. 

Without written                             

authorization from Deeded 

Property Owner                       

vehicle/trash passes Will 

Not be given out. 

Trash Dumpsters are open 

Sunday, Monday,               

Wednesday, Friday and  

Saturday 7am-7pm. 

The Office will Close 

Christmas Eve at 12pm and 

will reopen the 26th at 9am.  

The office will close at 3pm 

on December 31st. 

The office will be Closed 

January 1, 2010. 

Please remember to update 

your address with the office. 

The deadline for the next 

issue is January 8th. 

Please be prepared to    

furnish Photo ID and vehicle               

registration when coming to 

the office. 

2010 Assessments are due 

and payable on the 5th of              

January. 

DECEMBER/JANUARY 

2009/2010 

A look back at the Ice Storm of 2005, 
hopefully we will not see a storm like that 
for a while! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Office Closed 2 Acc Closed Mtg.            

Crime Watch Mtg. 

3Office Closed 4 5Trash Closed 6 7Trash Closed 8 9 B.O.D Meeting 

10Office Closed  

Lake Preservation 

11 12Trash Closed    

Publications Meeting 
13 14Trash Closed 15 16 Civil Penalty 

Closed Meeting                       

17Office Closed 18 19Trash Closed 20 21Trash Closed 22 23 Advisory           

Meeting 

24Office Closed 25 26Trash Closed 27 28Trash Closed 29 30 

31Office Closed       

January 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Trash Closed 2 3Trash Closed 

Firewise 1pm@Teepee 

4 5ACC Closed Mtg.                               

Crime Watch Mtg. 

6 Office Closed 7 Office Closed 8 Trash Closed   

Publications Meeting 
9 10Trash Closed 11 12 BOD Meeting 

                10am 

13Office Closed 14 15Trash Closed 16 17Trash Closed 18 19 Civil Penalty 

        Closed Meeting 

20Office Closed 21 22Trash Closed 23 24Trash Closed             

Office closes at 12pm 

25 Office Closed 26 Advisory        

Meeting 

27Office Closed 28 29Trash Closed 30 31Trash Closed 

Office Closes at 3pm 
  

December 2009   

*B.O.D Meetings Subject To Cancellation 
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Firewise Committee Report: 

Youth Services are doing a great job in collecting and chipping of the wildfire fuel           

debris. They are currently working in Section 5.  We are thankful that the weather 

has cooperated allowing them to continue working toward the completion of this job. 

We are scheduled to host representatives from the State on November 13.  This          

meeting will showcase the Trails in our use of Youth Services and our effort to make                

Towamensing an active Firewise Community. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2009é..1 PM in the Teepee. 

Committee Updates 

Publication Report : 
The next issue of the Trails Topics is February-March. The deadline is January 8.  We welcome new happenings. 

 

Lake Preservation Committee:  

We will be holding the following meetings:  November 15th , January 10th & March 14th  (All mtgôs on on Sundayôs at 11am at 

the clubhouse.) 

Status: The fish habitats are in the lake and the lake is beginning to fill!  We expect a quick recovery of the lake and fishing 

should be good in the Spring.  We are now in the planning stages for stocking and  preparing for next year.  We are looking for 

new members, All are welcome!  Ed Ullrich 908-642-8779, edullrich@hotmail.com  (nothing is better than relaxing on the 

lake!) 

 

Advisory & Planning Committee (APC): 

Work continues on the development of a comprehensive Policy & Procedure Manual for all TTPOA  functions and activity. 

APC is making recommendations for Energy Star labeled energy efficient equipment for all TTPOA replacement/remodeling 

efforts. APC is making recommendations for resource efficient and touch less lavatory equipment to reduce water use, reduce 

waste load on aquifers and provide better protection in the spread of disease/illnesses. 

The ñGreening (your wallet) Series presentation was cancelled due to the early snow event. 

Activities Committee Events: 

Christmas Party: The Childrenôs Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, December 12, from 10am to 12pm in the lounge at 

the Community Center. Children ages 10 and younger are welcome and must be registered at the Teepee(570-722-0302) before 

December 5th. Because of limited space, no more than two(2) adults per child may attend. Santa will be stopping by, so come 

visit. Feel free to bring refreshments, they are always appreciated! 

Volunteers: Weôre always in need of volunteers! If you are interested in joining the Activities Committee, please fill out an 

application. Applications are available at the Teepee or can be downloaded from the Trails Website at www.towamensing.com 

Halloween Party: The Childrenôs Halloween Party was held on Saturday, October 24th. In spite of rainy weather, the turnout 

was good and everyone had a great time. Thanks to everyone who donated goodies and/or gave of their time to make this a fun 

event for the children. Without our volunteers, these events would not be possible.  

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE:  

In 2008, the Pennsylvania Legislature passed the Home Improvement Consumer Protection Act. It is also known as the HIC #. 

 The law requires that all contractors who perform at least $5,000 worth of home improvements per year register with the             

Attorney General's Office.  Whether you have a contractor doing work inside or outside your home you should make sure that 

they have a HIC number.  Starting in January if a permit is needed the contractorôs HIC number must be listed on the applica-

tion.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the office.  

The Architectural Control Committee would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

mailto:edullrich@hotmail.com
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 The Trails in 1990 
   
 Exciting things happened in 1990. The Board of Directors gave a summery of the year in the October/             
November issue of the Topics. They state, that early in the summer, Property Owners suggested exploring the 
feasibility of purchasing new swimming and wading pools. The existing pools were considered dangerous and a 
health/safety hazard beyond repair.  The combined   efforts of the board and property owners produced           
positive results.  A new rectangular 35 x 75 foot pool as well as a kiddies wading pool, approximately 15 feet in 
diameter, would be built at the cost of $62,300. Pool installation was to begin by October 1, 1990 and               
completed by  Memorial Day 1991. 

     The BOD voted to ban three and four wheel ATVôs effective January 1, 1991. 

Long awaited road repair work began but had to be viewed as a long range plan due to planning, engineering, construction and very  substantial 
cost factors. 

     They happily announced the beginning of work on a complete and unified Marina with boat storage and launch area at the spillway.  The           
Topics contained a diagram of the Marina/Sports Complex to be done in three phases.  The planned target date for completion of Phase 1 was 
May 1991. Phase 1 was to include: boat storage racks for approx. 200 boats: Catamaran, sailboat and paddle boat storage for 18 with room for 
expansion: Boat launching area and pier: fishing area: parking for 72 vehicles: trailer parking for 6.  However, it was noted that finances may           
restrict completion of the parking area.  Phase 2 was to include:  three tennis courts: a  Control Office: Storage area and bathrooms:                      
Shuffleboard and basketball courts with facility for winter ice skating: Platform/paddle tennis: Horse shoe pitching area: Picnic and barbecue area.  
Phase 3 would include: Mini golf course or possibly a second community swimming pool. 

      The Activities Committee contemplated holding Bingo Nights in the Trails and asked for property owners input. Guests could attend as long 
as they wore guest badges. 

       The BOD was looking for property owners who would be interested in having a personal post office box located in the TeePee area.  The boxes 
which came in blocks of 16 would be installed by the Maintenance crew.  Property owners would be responsible for the yearly rental and cost of a 
key was $1.00.  

     Well, work was started on many different projects.  It will be interesting to follow up and see what was completed.  

More next issueéééééééé. 

Deer movement increases during the fall breeding season so motorists should drive defensively and stay alert, especially at 
dawn and dusk to reduce the risk of striking a deer Penn Dot warns. 

 

Last year, there were 2,797 crashes involving deer in the state, resulting in 11 deaths and 636 injuries, compared to 2,487 
crashes, eight fatalities and 598 injuries in 2007. 

 

Motorists also need to be aware of  hunters and others walking along roadways on their way into or out of the woods. 

 

Deer pay less attention and become more bolder as they move and travel greater distances during their breeding season. Primarily nocturnal              
feeders, deer are most active between sunset and sunrise. 

 

Over the past five years, Penn Dot statistics show nearly 46 percent of all reportable crashes involving a deer occurred in the Months of  October 
and November. More than 78 percent of the total crashes the past five years involving deer occurred between the hours of 5 pm and 6am.  

 

By following a few safety tips, motorists can help reduce the possibility of being involved in a crash with a deer.  

Be on the alert for individuals entering the woods early in the morning and leaving the woods late in the evening. 

Make young drivers aware of increased deer movement. 

Slow down and use caution, especially where deer crossing signs are posted and increase following distance between vehicles. 

Exercise caution when one deer crosses a roadway. Since deer often travel in small herds, one deer will usually be followed by others. 

Always wear your seat belt, and never drink and drive. 
 

If a dead deer presents an obvious safety hazard on state roadways, motorists can call 1-800-FIX-ROAD to have the deer removed. 

Watch Out For Deer                                                                    Submitted by: Larry Close 



Page 5  Trails Topics  

Bears should never obtain 
human food, pet/livestock 
feeds, or garbage. Bears that 
receive these ñfood rewardsò 
may become aggressive                
towards humans or cause 
property damage.  

 

Wild bears have a natural fear 
of humans and will attempt to 
avoid people and developed 
areas.  

 

Wild bears rely on natural 
foods such as berries and fish. 
Fed bears will abandon vital 
food sources for human food 
and garbage. Wild bears 
quickly become conditioned 
to handouts and will teach 

their cubs to do the same. 

 

Minimize odors and the       
availability of food rewards 
throughout your yard and 
community.  

Do not store garbage 
outside, store in a sturdy 
building or a bear resis-
tant trash receptacle. 

Do not leave out pet food 

Pick all ripe fruit from 
trees and surrounding 
ground as soon as       
possible. 

Vegetable gardens and 
compost piles may attract 
bears. Do not put meat, 
fish or other pungent 

scraps in the compost 
pile. Add lime to reduce 
odors and accelerate  
decomposition. 

An electric fence is an 
effective way to keep 
bears out of orchards, 
gardens and compost 
piles. 

Bear Activity may intensify in 
the spring and again in the 
fall. They generally mate in 
May and early June. They 
hibernate primarily due to 
lack of food, usually between 
November and April.  

 

Black Bear Description: 

Colors: Black, brown, 
blond or cinnamon. 

Size: Adults measure 
about 3 feet at shoulders 
and 5 to 6 feet when 
standing. 

Weight: Adults weigh 
125 to 425 pounds. 
Males generally larger 
than the females. 

Lifespan: approximately 
20 years for wild bears. 

Eyesight: Similar to hu-
mans 

Sense of Smell: Excel-
lent, can span for miles. 

Attributes: Very Agile, 
Climb trees well, good 
swimmers, and can run 
as fast as 35mph. 

 

Pennsylvania Black Bear                     Submitted by: Publications 

Section 6 Visitor 
 

Anita Vena from Section 6 bravely went outside to take these 
photos of a friend that has visited her several times this                
summer.  He (she) must be drawn by Anitaôs superb recipe for 
hummingbird food.   

Picture by: John Stoj 

This fall a bear came to 
visit us here at the office 

and as you can see,                          
got a little                               

too close for  comfort               
for Pat C.                              

Board of Director.  


