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Office Hours for the Administration Building (Teepee) are as
follows:

Monday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday     Closed
Wednesday   9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday     Closed 
Friday       9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday     9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday      9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

TRASH DUMPSTER HOURS
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday from 
7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Security is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The
number to call is 570-722-9563

Trails Topics Disclaimer
Advertising in the Trails Topics is handled under an agree-

ment with the publisher, Journal Newspapers, Inc. Promotional
advertising does not constitute endorsement by the
Towamensing Trails Property Owners Association or Journal
Newspapers, Inc.

To inquire about placing an ad in the Trails Topics, contact
Journal Newspapers, Inc. at 570-443-8321.

Editorial Policy
The Publication Committee of Towamensing Trails reserves

the right to edit all articles submitted for publication. Articles will
be considered for publication if the contributor is a member in
good standing and name and address are included with the arti-
cle. Articles should be no longer than 250 words and contain no
profanity or content that demeans any race, religion, or individ-
ual.

The office staff would like to thank all the property owners
who have paid their assessments in advanced. Your prompt
response has been appreciated. 

Office Info

Office Thanks

As we grow up, we learn that even the one per-
son that wasn't supposed to ever let you down
probably will. You will have your heart broken prob-
ably more than once and it's harder every time.
You'll break hearts too, so remember how it felt
when yours was broken. You'll fight with your best
friend. You'll blame a new love for things an old one
did. You'll cry because time is passing too fast, and
you'll eventually lose someone you love. So take
too many pictures, laugh too much, and love like
you've never been hurt because every sixty seconds
you spend upset is a minute of happiness you'll
never get back.

Don't be afraid that your life will end, be afraid
that it will never begin.

~ anonymous

You can feel love in
many different ways

The original version of the holiday was in com-
memoration of George Washington’s birthday
in1796 (the last full year of his presidency).
Washington, according to the calendar that has
been used since at least the mid-18th century, was
born on February 22, 1732. According to the old
style calendar in use back then, however, he was
born on February 11. At least in 1796, many
Americans celebrated his birthday on the
22nd while others marked the
occasion on the 11th instead.

By early 19th century,
Washington’s Birthday had taken
firm root in the American experi-
ence as a bona fide national hol-
iday. Its traditions included
Birthnight Balls in various
regions, speeches and receptions
given by prominent public figures,
and a lot of revelry in taverns
throughout the land. Then along came
Abraham Lincoln, another revered pres-
ident and fellow February baby (born on the 12th of
the month). The first formal observance of his birth-
day took place in 1865, the year after his assassina-
tion, when both houses of Congress gathered for

memorial address. While Lincoln’s birthday did not
become a federal holiday like George Washington’s

it did become a legal holiday in several states.
In 1968, legislation (HR 15951) was

enacted that affected several federal holi-
days. One of these was Washington’s

Birthday, the observation of which
was shifted to the third Monday
in February each year whether
or not it fell on the 22nd. This act,
which took effect in 1971, was

designed to simplify the yearly cal-
endar of holidays and give federal
employees some standard three-
day weekends in the process.

Apparently, while the holiday in
February is still officially known as

Washington’s Birthday (at least
according to the Office of Personnel

Management), it has become popularly (and,
perhaps in some cases at the state level, legally)
known as “President’s Day.” This has made the third
Monday in February a day for honoring both
Washington and Lincoln, as well as all the other men
who have served as president. Adapted from the
Internet

President’s Day

In Case of an 
emergency please call 911.
Our Security will hear the

dispatch and arrive to give
any needed assistance.



Board of Directors Update
by Bill Doscher
First of all The Board of Directors would like to wish all a Very Happy and Healthy New Year.
Please Read!
If you have a Fire or a Medical Emergency do not call Security. 
Call 911 as they are First Responders. Our Security will hear the dispatch and arrive to give any

needed assistance.
By this time all of the committee applications should have been submitted to the office.
The Board will be reviewing them on Saturday January 6, 2007. We are trying to assure that our

committees are filled with active members (most have member limits).
The Board wishes to thank Dale Zeigler for stepping up to the plate and volunteering to take over

the Activities Committee.

We have had a reserve study done by our accountant and we are awaiting the results.
As per our attorneys recommendations we are keeping our roads open until February 18, 2007.

This is to conform to act 180. We will be closing the roads starting on the 19th of February. Builders
will have a number to call to determine if the roads are to be opened or closed for the day.

The Dam report has been submitted to the Dept. of Dams, and we are awaiting their comments.
We will have to do some work but to what extent we do not know as of now.

There will be a meeting between our engineering firm (URS) and the D.O.D.
Work has been started at the dumpster site in preparation for the new compacter which we will

install in the spring.
Our Maintenance department has been doing extensive drainage work in preparation for the

roadwork slated for the spring.
For those who may not know Buzz Skilton has been appointed as our interim Maintenance

Supervisor.
Plans for the new maintenance building have been submitted to Penn Forest Township but they

are requesting that we submit a detailed plot plan. Hopefully by the time that you read this we will
have had this done.

The contract with Teamsters local #773 for our maintenance employees has been ratified and
signed. We have a five year contract which should make it a little easier for any following boards.

I would like to especially thank Ron McCuen and Patrick Craig for their help and support in our
contract negotiations. It was a team effort that allowed the negotiations to come to a hasty and fair
conclusion.

We have signed the new contract with Intrepid to take care of our security needs. This is a three
year contract.

We have had some problems with our dispatch at Comm. Center and this is being addressed.
We will be installing a new security camera system in the teepee and also at the dumpster site.
We are still in the process of cashing in our annuities. We are investing the proceeds in to CD’s.

Some of these monies will be slated for our reserve fund.
We will have to go to the Orphan’s Court to get the annuities in Knowltons name freed up as he

refused to sign.
We are appealing the hearing panel’s decision on Lovelace. We do not want anyone except prop-

erty owners to use our roads. We will fight this as long as it takes. When a court date is set we ask
all property owners to show up at the hearing.

Some of you may have noticed the web site Your Neighborhood Site. They claim to be the
Towamensing Trails web site. They are not! This site is owned and operated by Cobble Ridge
Reality. It is not affiliated with Towamensing Trails in any way. If you download any forms from this
site and they are out of date we will not accept them at the office. We have our attorney looking in
to this Matter.

As of this date we still do not have a budget for 2007.
We lowered our trash rate and Penn Forest Township raised theirs (to $100.00) and they have

limited hours.
We have received our reimbursement of $16,839.05 from the Fire Wise program
The Board of Directors meets the 2nd Saturday of each month. If needed we also meet on the

last Friday of the month.
Board of Directors
President Bill Doscher
Vice President Patrick Craig
Treasurer Stacy Venetos
Secretary Dolores Cosgrove
Directors
Ron McCuen
Alyn Gorman
Chris Sunda

PAGE 2 TRAILS TOPICS, FEB/MARCH 2007

Children’s
Christmas Party

The children’s Christmas party was held on
Saturday, December 2nd. Thirty-eight children
attended. They enjoyed the games, prizes and the
snacks. The highlight is always a chance to visit and
talk to Santa.

Many thanks to the Activity Committee and the
wonderful volunteers who continually help to make
these annual events a success.
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1. Money isn't made out of
paper; it's made out of cot-
ton.

2. The Declaration of
Independence was written on
hemp (marijuana) paper.

3. The dot over the letter i is
called a "tittle."

4. A raisin dropped in a glass of
fresh champagne will bounce
up and down continuously
from the bottom of the glass to
the top.

5. Susan Lucci is the daughter
of Phyllis Diller.

6. 40% of McDonald's profits
come from the sales of Happy
Meals.
7. 315 entries in Webster's
1996 Dictionary were mis-
spelled.

8. The 'spot' on 7UP comes
from its inventor, who had red
eyes.
He was albino.

9. On average, 12 newborns
will be given to the wrong par-
ents, daily.

10. Warren Beatty and Shirley
MacLaine are brother and sis-
ter.

11. Chocolate affects a dog's
heart and nervous system; a

few ounces will kill  a small
sized dog.

12. Orcas (killer whales) kill
sharks by torpedoing up into
the shark's stomach from
underneath, causing the
shark to explode.

13. Most lipstick contains fish
scales (eeww).

14. Donald Duck comics were
banned from Finland because
he doesn't wear pants.

15. Ketchup was sold in the
1830s as medicine.

16. Upper and lower case let-
ters are named 'upper' and
'lower' because in the time
when all original print had to
be set in individual letters, the
upper case' letters were
stored in the case on top of
the case that stored the small-
er, 'lower case' letters.

17. Leonardo DaVinci could
write with one hand and draw
with the other at the same
time. (Hence, multitasking
was invented.)

18. Because metal was scarce,
the Oscars given out during
World War II were made of
wood.

More to come in next issue

A bit of Trivia
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Sweetheart Dinner
Come and join us at the TLTC Community

Center on February 10th to enjoy the

“Sweetheart Dinner” (starting at 6:00 PM).

After dinner the music of Tommy Tunes will

entertain you and lead you to the dance floor.
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J.M. Holmberg Homes
Custom Designers & Builders

Route 940,
2 miles East of Blakeslee Corners in Pocono Lake, PA

570-646-7718            570-443-8009

CHALET HOMES 1,180 Sq. Ft. $89,900

CONTEMPORARY 1,220 Sq. Ft. $89,900

RANCH HOME 960 Sq. Ft. $79,500

SALTBOX 1,380 Sq. Ft. $95,900BI-LEVEL -$89,900*

A stunning contemporary home with:
• Covered entry and outside

ski closet
• Large great room with stone fire

place and cathedral ceilings
• Custom kitchen with adjoining

dining area
• 2 full bathrooms
• 1st floor master bedroom with

walk in closet
• Loft area overlooking the

great room
• 2 upstairs bedrooms
• Large rear deck

$106,900      Contemporary* 1,500 Sq. Ft.

ALL J. M. HOLMBERG HOMES INCLUDE:

ON SITE FINANCING                                                                 *MODEL MAY SHOW OPTIONS
650.00002714

Visit Online: www.HarmonHomes.com • And These Other Sites:
www.Sold.com • www.EmploymentGuide.com • www.RoomSaver.com • www.TimeShareSaver.com • www.Parenthood.com • www.TraderOnline.com

• ALL NECESSARY PERMITS

• LOT CLEARING

• DRIVEWAY - 75’

• ALL EXCAVATION & GRADING

• 150’ WELL

• INGROUND SEPTIC SYSTEM

• HEAVY INSULATION

• NATIVE STONE FIREPLACE OR WOODSTOVE PAD

(EXCLUDES SOME MODELS)

• FIBERGLASS OR ASPHALT ROOF

• SHINGLES 25-YEAR WARRANTY

• COPPER WATER LINES

• RANGE

• REFRIGERATOR

• DISHWASHER

• RANGE HOOD

• QUALITY WALL TO WALL CARPETING

• QUALITY SHEET VINYL IN KITCHEN & BATHS

• MOEN FAUCETS

• MEDICINE CABINETS

• SUNDECKS -200 SQ FT P.T. LUMBER

• FRAMING IS 16” ON CENTER

• ABS WASTE LINES

• FROSTPROOF OUTSIDE SPIGOT

• OUTSIDE G.F.I. OUTLET

• CUSTOM PAINTING

• 200 AMP ELECTRIC SERVICE

• ELECTRIC RESISTANT HEAT

• INDIVIDUAL ROOM THERMOSTATS

• CUSTOM WOOD BATH VANITIES

• ELJER BATHROOM FIXTURES

• INSULATING WINDOWS

• INSULATING STEEL DOORS

• 2” X 6” EXTERIOR WALLS

• CUSTOM WOOD KITCHEN CABINETS

WITH FORMICA COUNTERS &

FULL BACKSPLASH

NOTICE to all Property Owners
We now are requesting authorizing form all property own-

ers when a guest or visitor is registering a vehicle on your
property.

You can come in with your guest to register them.
You can send us an email giving authorization.
You can send a fax giving authorization.
All authorizations must be in writing requested by the

property owner *

The earliest American refer-
ence to Groundhog Day can be
found at the Pennsylvania Dutch
Folklore Center at Franklin and
Marshall College:

February 4, 1841 –
Morgantown, Berks County (PA)
storekeeper James Morris’
diary…”Last Tuesday, the 2nd,
was Candlemas day, the day on
which, according to the
Germans, the groundhog peeps
out of his winter quarters and if
he sees his shadow he pops
back for another six weeks nap,
but if the day be cloudy he
remains out, as the weather is to
be moderate.”

According to the old English
saying:

If Candlemas be fair and
bright, Winter has another flight.

If Candlemas brings clouds
and rain, Winter will not come
again

From Scotland:
If Candleemas Day is bright &

clear, There’ll be 2 winters in the
year.

From Germany:
For as the sun shines on

Candlemas Day, So far will the

snow swirl until May.
For as the snow blows on

Candlemas Day, So far will the
sun Shine before May.

And from America:
If the sun shines on

Groundhog Day, half the fuel
and half the hay.

Pennsylvania’s official cele-
bration of Groundhog Day
began on February 2nd, 1886
with a proclamation in The
Punxsutawney Spirit by the
newspaper’s editor, Clymer
Freas: “Today is Groundhog
Day and up to the time of going
to press the beast has not seen
its shadow.”

The groundhog was given the
name “Punxsutawney Phil, Seer
of Seers, Sage of Sages,
Prognosticator of the
Prognosticators, and Weather
Prophet Extraordinary” and his
hometown thus called the
“Weather Capital of the World.”
His debut performance; no
shadow – early spring. 

Adopted from the Stormfax
Almanac

Groundhog day

INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto • Home • Commercial • Life

570-839-2600
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9-5
Tuesday & Thursday 9-6; Saturday 9-12
Other Hours by Appointment

Above All in Service

432 STERLING ROAD
ROUTE 196, MT. POCONO

ROBERT A. LAUBSCHER

Representing Multiple Companies,
Vacation Rentals & Seasonal Dwellings

Low Cost Motorcycle Insurance



Everyone welcome!
(TLTC membership is only required for the purchase of alco-

holic beverages.)
For information phone 570-722-TLTC (8582) or visit our web-

site at www.trailslaketennisclub.com/tltc.asp

Dinner Specials Friday & Saturday – Check out our blackboard
for Friday and Saturday dinner specials. Kitchen hours are:

Dinner Served:
Friday 5 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

Bar Menu Available:
Thursday  5 p.m. 
Saturday 5  –  9 p.m.
Friday 5  – 10 p.m.
Saturday  Noon – 9 p.m.
Sunday Noon – 6 p.m.

Fall/Winter Lounge Hours 
Monday – Wednesday

4 – 10 p.m.
Saturday   Noon – 2 a.m.
Thursday 4 – 11 p.m.
Sunday    Noon – 8 p.m.
Friday 2 p.m. – 2 a.m. 

* Join us Monday for Tacos (2 for $1.75), Wednesday for Wings
($.30 each – sorry no take-outs), and Thursday for Pizza ($3.75)
or the bar menu.

2007 Membership Applications are available at the TLTC
lounge. 2006 Membership Cards will be honored only through
January 15, 2007.

The latest teen drug craze 
High School and middle

school students have found a
new intoxicant that they
can buy in any drugstore,
says the Los Angeles
Times. Children as
young as 9 are getting
high on over-the-counter
cough medicine, valued
for an ingredient called
dextromethorphan (dex)
that, in large quantities,
can produce a buzz or even
hallucinations. “Hey, Mom and
Dad, pay attention,” says drug
abuse expert Marilyn

MacDougall, “Over-the-count-
er medicines are the upcoming
way your kids 

are going to abuse drugs.”
Overdoses of cough medicines
can produce irregular heart-
beats, seizures, and extreme

agitation, and large quantities
of acetaminophen-an ingredi-
ent in many cough medicines-

can cause liver failure.
Researchers estimate
that about one in 10 teens
used dex last year-a rate
even higher than that for
the trendy drug crystal
meth. Kids between 12
and 16 are far more likely
to try the drug than older
teens, because it’s easy

to find, inexpensive, and won’t
likely be spotted by parents.

Adopted from The Week
magazine
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Health Scare of the week TLTC News

The 13th Annual Skippy
Dietz Memorial Rabies Vac-
cination Clinic for dogs
and cats will be held on
Saturday, March 31 at the
Lake Harmony Rescue
Squad & Ambulance Corps.
(Located on Lake Drive in
Lake Harmony, Carbon
County).

Clinic hours will be from
12 noon until 4 p.m. The
Clinic will be held rain or
shine. Dr. Sharon Lachette,
V.M.D. of White Haven
Veterinary Clinic will
donate her time again this
year.

Dogs and cants will be
vaccinated for $6 each.
Animals must be leashed or
caged. (NO EXCEPTIONS)

Pennsylvania Law

requires “...dogs and
household cats to be vacci-
nated at 3 months of age
and the vaccine kept cur-
rent throughout the ani-
mals’ lifetime…” All mam-
mals are susceptible to the
rabies virus.

Carbon and Monroe
County dog licenses will
also be available from
county residents.

There will be free pet
food samples courtesy of
“Pet Supplies Plus” for
Scott Street in Wilkes-Barre.

For more information
about the clinic, contact
Sandi Dietz, Clinic Coordi-
nator at 570-722-8331.

DON’T WAIT!  
VACCINATE! 
RABIES KILLS!

Rabies Vaccination
Clinic Scheduled in

Lake Harmony



Creme de
Menthe

Brownies
Some sweets for your sweetie. Prepare
Duncan Hines brownie mix as per instructions.
Use a 9 by 13-inch pan.

Cream Layer:
2c confectioners' sugar
1/2 c butter
4T crème de menth (or substitute mint flavor
and green food color)
Beat well and spread on cooled cake

Icing
6T butter
6oz (lc) chocolate chips
Melt over low heat. Cool and spread on cake.

Beef Stroganoff
Here is a hearty meal on cold Marchnights.
2lb beef bottom round
1 tsp. brown mustard
1 sm chopped onion
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 stick butter or margarine
1 6oz can mushrooms, drained
5 T flour
1/3 c sour cream
1 can condensed beef broth
1/3 c sauterne

Cut beef into 2 inch strips. Season 

with salt and pepper, Heat, on medium, 

a large skillet and add butter. Add meat and saute quickly, browning

evenly. Add onions and cook until transparent. Stir in flour. Add broth

and mustard and continue to stir. Reduce heat and cook covered for 1

to 1 1/2 hours, until tender. Five minutes before serving, add mush-

rooms, wine and sour cream. Heat briefly. Serve with rice or noodles.

Extra sour cream may be served separately. Serves 6.
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Recipes
Since we celebrate Valentine's Day in February,

and March is sometimes very blustery, here are two recipes
that might come in handy for the next two months.

THESE ARE SAMPLES
OF THE PUBLICATION
COMMITTEE COOK-
BOOK, WHICH WAS
PREPARED WITH
RECIPES FROM OUR
PROPERTY OWNERS.
THE COOKBOOK MAY
BE PURCHASED AT THE
TEEPEE FOR $8. iT
WOULD MAKE A NICE
HOLIDAY GIFT.



Here are a few suggestions
for taking your mind off the
winter weather, and help to let
the time fly by:

Learn a foreign cuisine; serve
it to your family.

Learn to juggle. It takes con-
centration.

Fall in love. Nothing beats that
any season.

Take up a hobby. Knitting
would be good. You can
make a bikini for when
the weather turns.

Take a course on the
Internet.

Call, write or e-mail people
you haven't seen in a
long time.

Start a photo album.
Nothing gives you as
many laughs as seeing
yourself in old styles you
thought were so fashion-
able.

Change the color of your
hair, or at least your hair
style.

Eat a lot of chocolates.
Tutor a child in reading.
Go to the movies (I mean the

BIG screen) or rent some
really old movies.

Learn how to play an instru-
ment.

Exercise....your mind. "The
Big Book of Brain Games,
1,000 Play Thinks of Art,
Mathematics & Science" by
Ivan Mosvovic is a good

challenge.
Especially for GALS SHOP

SHOP SHOP
Volunteer for an activity you

ordinarily wouldn't do. (The
Trails always needs volun-
teers.)

Go to a luxury spa in Calif. or
Az., It will cost a lot of
money. But- hey- you are
worth it.
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Emergency 
Supplies

Keep enough supplies in your home to meet your needs for
at least three days. Assemble a Disaster Supplies Kit with items
you may need in an evacuaton. Store these supplies in sturdy,
easy-to-carry containers such as backpacks, duffle bags or cov-
ered trash containers. Include:

• A three-day supply of water (one gallon per person per day)
and food that won't spoil.

• One change of clothing and footwear per person, and one
blanket or sleeping bag per person.

• A first aid kit that includes your family's prescription medica-
tions

• Emergency tools including a battery-powered radio, flashlight
and plenty of batteries.

• An extra set of car keys and a credit card, cash or traveler's
checks.

• Sanitation supplies.                         
• Special items for infant, elderly or disabled family members.
• An extra pair of glasses.
• Keep important family documents in a waterproof container

Keep a smaller kit in the trunk of your car.

UTILITIES
Locate the main electric fuse box, water service main and

natural gas main. Learn how and when to turn these utilities off.
Teach all responsible family members. Keep necessary tools
near gas and water shut off valves.

Remember, turn off the utilities only if you suspect the lines
are damaged or if you are instucted to do so.

If you turn the gas off, you will need a professional to turn it
back on.
Courtesy of The American Red Cross

How to fight the 
winter dull-drums
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● Basement Finishing and Designing
● Ventilation Systems
● Heating and Air Conditioning
● Duct Work

● Pergo and Tile Flooring
● Painting
● Drywall and Spackle
● Home Maintenance

Home Improvements

● Landscape DesignKANE
908-343-7587

david
570-722-2048

Are You Living With a “Killer” in Your House?

RADON/ 2nd leading cause of Lung Cancer (next to Smoking)

Call 570-722-8581
For questions about Radon or to schedule a DEP Certified Radon Test

Also Offering: Complete Certified Home Inspections, Septic Inspection  
Wood Destroying Insect, Water Analysis (Bacteria & Chemical),  

Indoor Mold Analysis, Air Quality Evaluations & Well Flow Rate Surveys

Call today and 
“Let Us Do Your Homework”

Pennsylvania Law Compliant (ACT 114) & Fully Insured

DNA Home Inspections
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Stewart R. Possinger

P.O. Box 478, Route 940 • Pocono Lake, PA 18347
24-HOUR WELL PUMP SERVICE

FREE WATER ANALYSIS

PUREPURE
WATER SYSTEMS

570-643-5060
570-646-6101 FAX

Water
Quality

AXE MAN PAINTING
Quality Workmanship (Since 1974)

Residential/Commercial
Interior/ExteriorBrush & Roll

Pressure Washing
Deck Staining & More
Free Estimate, Insured
Ken Axe, Proprietor & Worker

Albrightsville, PA
office- (570) 722-4039

cell- (215) 206-1378
fax- (570) 722-4038

The Publication Committee makes a concentrated effort to
correct errors in the Trails Topics. Unfortunately some errors
slip through. Please bear with us as we continue to work on
eliminating all mistakes. We welcome any interesting articles
from home owners. The deadline for the next issue (April/May)
is March 2, 2007.

Publication
Committee Report

Notice to
Property
Owners

The only Official web-site for
Towamensing Trails Property Owners
Association is www.towamensing.com.
We are not affiliated with any other web-
site nor do we endorse any of their adver-
tisements. Unfortunately the Association
does not sell any lots. All lots and homes
for sale are by the individual owners or
their agents.



Artificial feeding of deer
anytime of the year can create
problems for both deer and
people. Many people believe
that feeding deer during the
winter helps them survive the
sparse winter season.
However, the reverse is true;
feeding deer in the winter actu-
ally causes them more harm
than good and could potential-
ly damage wildlife and habitat.

In the winter, deer eat
naturally occurring woody
plant materials. Their bod-
ies are specially equipped to
properly feed and digest this
material. Feed deer
other food types,
such as corner for-
age pellets causes
deer gastrointestinal
problems because they do
not possess the stomach
organism to digest this food
properly.

The overall health of
the deer going into
winter is as important
to survival as the
availability of winter
foods. Studies
indicate that sum-
mer and fall foods
that influence the
accumulation of winter
fat may be as important

to winter survival as winter
browse.

Deer are wild animals and
are more than capable of fend-
ing for themselves. As much
as we like and care about
these beautiful creatures,
human involvement disrupts
the natural chain of events in
the wild, and quite often does
more harm than good. It is
with this in

mind that we ask

that you pleas refrain from
feeding the deer.

Adapted from article in "Lake
News"

Thanks to K.T.E.A.C

The Land of 
Sandra Dee

Long ago and far away in a land that time forgot,
Before the days of Dylan or the dawn of Camelot.
There lived a race of innocents and they were you and me,
Long ago and far away in the Land of Sandra Dee.

There was truth and goodness in that land where we were born,
Where navels were for oranges and Peyton Place was porn.
For Ike was in the White House and Hoss was on TV, 
And God was in his heaven in the Land of Sandra Dee.

We learned to gut a muffler, we washed our hair at dawn,
We spread our crinolines to dry in circles on the lawn
They could hear us coming all the way to Tennessee,
All starched and sprayed and rumbling in the Land of Sandra

Dee.

We longed for love and romance and waited for the prince, 
And Eddie Fisher married Liz, and no one's seen him since.
We danced to "Little Darlin" and sang to "Stagger Lee"
And cried for Buddy Holly in the Land of Sandra Dee. 

Only girls wore earrings then and three was one too many
And only boys wore flat-top cuts except for Jean McKinney.
And only in our wildest dreams did we expect to see 
A boy named George with lipstick in the Land of Sandra Dee.

We fell for Frankie Avalon, Annette was oh, so nice,
And when they made a movie they never made it twice. 
We didn't have a Star Trek Five or Psycho Two and Three,
Or Rocky-Rambo Twenty in the Land of Sandra Dee.

Miss Kitty had a heart of gold and Chester had a limp, 
Reagan was a Democrat whose co-star was a chimp. 
We had a Mr. Wizard but not a Mr. T,
Oprah couldn't talk yet in the Land of Sandra Dee.

We had our share of heroes, we never thought they'd go,
At least not Bobby Darin or Marilyn Monroe.
For youth was still eternal, and life was yet to be,
And Elvis was forever, in the Land of Sandra Dee. 

We'd never seen the rock band that was Grateful to be Dead,
Airplanes weren't named Jefferson and Zeppelins weren't Led.
And Beatles lived in gardens then, and Monkees in a tree,
Madonna was a virgin in the Land of Sandra Dee.

We'd never heard of Microwaves or telephones in cars,
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Feeding the Deer
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Leball might
buy it all!

Attics • Cellars • Garages 
• Entire Estates

570-460-4016

Need a magic touch
to tame your Mac? 

Call the

MacWizard!

Apple-Certified

√ We come to you!
√ Your business
√ Your home
√ Your school

(570) 646.4422
No spells or potions—just the
know-how that you need.

�����������
������

Absolute Chimney Service

Call (570) 325-8131
Toll Free 1-888-833-6645

chimney.cpals.com
Paul White — Certified and Insured

• Gas, oil, coal or wood chimneys
need annual inspections.

• Chimney Sweeping
• Accessory Sales - Caps, Top Sealing

Dampers, Hearth Rugs, etc. (See our website)
• Relining & Diagnosis of Smoking Problems.
• Clothes Dryer Vents Installed.

Ken’s Snowplowing
Commercial and Residential

Driveways
Parking Lots

Roads
Highways

Sanding & Salting • Loader Service & Snow Removal
-Fully Insured-

Serving the Towamensing Trails Community for Over 20 Years.

Ken Knibiehly
(570) 722-0352
Fax: (570) 722-8593

PO Box 412
Blakeslee, PA 18610

Our thanks to Buzz Skilton and Paul Sottung for doing a great job in upgrading the win-
dow and counter at the teepee. Their experties and dedication can be obviously noticed
giving our front window an upscale appearance.

The Children’s Easter Party
will be held on Saturday,
March 31 from 10 AM to 12
noon in the lounge at the
Community Center. 

Children ages 10 and
younger are welcome and
must be registered at the
Teepee (570-722-0302) before

March 24. Because of limited
space, no more than two (2)
adults per child may attend.

As always, if you are able to
bring refreshments, it will be
appreciated.

We are still in need of volun-
teers! If you are interested in
joining the Activities

Committee, please fill out an
application. Applications are
available at the Teepee or can
be downloaded from the Trails’
website at www.towa-
mensing.com. We welcome
Dale Zeigler as our new
Activity Chairperson

Activities 2006
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Trails Amusements(Answers on next page)

Sudoku



• Drive smoothly.
Alternate pedals as little
as possible. Tests with a
Toyota Camry found
that frequent starts and

stops reduced mileage
by at least 2 miles per
gallon.

• Reduce aerody-
namic drag. This means

that the car-top carrier
you pack for trips to
Grandma’s is costing
you 6 mpg! Fit all your
luggage into the trunk if
you can.

• Don’t put the pedal
to the metal. “Drag rises
with speed.” Slowing
from 75 to 55 can boost
gas mileage by a third in
a large vehicle.

• Don’t fall for “pre-
mium” or “super-plus”
claims. Even if your
manual says that
expensive gas will
improve your perform-
ance, you’ll generally do
fine with regular. But “if
your car pings or
knocks, use premium.”

Source: Consumer
Reports
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Joe Bertolini Snow Plowing
Driveways

Residential — Commercial
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

Call Now For Season Quote

(570) 722-0983

J
& M

CONSTRUCTION

RENOVATIONS

ADDITIONS

DECKS

SIDING

GARAGES

SUN ROOMS570•646•8514
“One Call Does It All”

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Expect Excellence!
Call Me...We’ll Call Back Tonight!

...And Much More
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

ALL PHASE

Amusements
Answers

DIAMOND 
A TASTE OF ALASKA

Seafoods
400 Main Street, White Haven 443-7737

Tues. 1-6 p.m.,
Wed. thru Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.,

Sun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE
ON ORDERS OVER $35.00

FRESH-FROZEN
WILD ALASKA PRODUCTS

• Boneless Sockeye Salmon • Smoked Salmon
• Halibut • Red & Golden King Crab
• Snow Crab • Sablefish (Black Cod)

We also offer fresh fish and the variety changes
Call or stop in to check on availability

OUR FROZEN LINE
Lobster Tails • Scallops • Haddock • Flounder
• Tuna • Red Snapper • Pecan Crusted Trout
Shrimp • Little Neck Clams & MUCH MORE!

How 
to save 

money on 
gas

DJ “Johnny”
Mobile DJ Production

All occasions
Specializing in weddings

Booking Holiday Parties
Karaoke (over 30,000 songs)

Fully Insured
(570) 646-3510
(570) 460-1112

philbdud@epix.net

AA



February

Health: American Heart
Month, National Cardiac
Rehabilitation Week
(Valentine's Week: Sun.-Sat.),
Girls and Women in Sports
Day (first Thurs. in February),

Cultural: African American
History Month

Food: Potato Lover’s Month,
National Cherry Month,
Canned

Food Month, National Snack
Food Month, Pancake Week –

last week

March
Health: National School

Breakfast Week (Mar. 1-7),

National
Nutrition Month American

Diabetes Alert Day (fourth
Thursday in March), National
Nutrition Month

Cultural: Johnny Appleseed
Day, National Agriculture
Week,

Women’s History Month

Food: National Peanut
Month, National Sauce Month,
National

Pig Day
(Mar. 1),
F r o z e n
F o o d

Month, National Noodle Month
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Interesting facts for February & March
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Never say to a cop
1. I can't reach my license unless you hold my beer. (OK in Texas) 
2. Sorry, Officer, I didn't realize my radar detector wasn't plugged in. 
3.Aren't you the guy from the Village People? 
4. Hey, you must've been doin' about 125 mph to keep up with me.

Good job! 
5. Are You Andy or Barney? 
6. I thought you had to be in relatively good physical condition to be

a police officer. 
7. You're not gonna check the trunk, are you? 
8. I pay your salary! 
9. Gee, Officer! That's terrific. The last officer only gave me a warn-

ing, too! 
10. Do you know why you pulled me over? Okay, just so one of us

does. 
11. I was trying to keep up with traffic. Yes, I know there are no

other 
cars around.. That's how far ahead of me they are. 
12. When the Officer says "Gee .Your

eyes look red, have you been drink-
ing?" You probably shouldn't
respond with,"Gee Officer
your eyes look
glazed, have you
been eating dough-
nuts?" 

S.J. DeLeo & Son, LLC
P.O. Box 944, Pocono Summit, PA 18346

Phone: (570) 646-0567 • Fax: (570) 646-7697
Email: deleo@ptd.net

New Homes • Interior Painting • Construction Management 
• Additions • Roofing • Basement Refinishing

• Siding • Windows & Doors

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE • FULLY INSURED
Steve DeLeo, Owner

Have You Fixed Your
Dirt Crawl Space Yet?

We take care of
your Home, Health &

Environment!

Now there is a real solution to dirt crawl spaces —
The patented CleanSpace™,

Crawl Space Encapsulation System!

• Termite & Carpenter Ant Specialists

• All Services Guaranteed in Writing

• Family Owned and Operated

• All Types of Insects
and Rodents Eliminated

“Dedicated Home Protection
for You and Your Family!”

BEFORE AFTER

Protect your home from:
• Insects

• Rodents

• Reduce Mold & Mildew Growth

• Structural Damage

• Smells & Odors

• Loss of Storage Space

• Rising Energy Costs

• Leaf Relief, a Gutter Solution that
works
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No (unless you work with
poultry in Indonesia or other
countries with avian flu out-
breaks). As of September 2006
no one in North America has
become ill from avian flu; the
virus that causes illness in
humans hasn’t even been
found here yet. Elsewhere,
most cases of avian flu have

been linked to the poultry
industry, and no one has
become sick from watching or
feeding wild birds. If the situa-
tion changes, you can find
everything you need to know at
the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology’s bird flu web site,
www.birds.cornell.edu/birdflu

Am I at risk for
Avian Fu

REMEMBER
It gets dark early. If you are out walking or riding when it’s dark,
please wear reflective strips or carry a flashlight. There have
been a couple of close calls, one involving 4 people and a child
in a stroller and another involving a bicycle with no reflectors.



Possibly the only national
holiday that is given recogni-
tion outside it’s native land is
Saint Patrick’s Day. This is a
clear indication on the Irish
influence though out the world.
For instance in the United
States, though not a national
holiday, March 17th is recog-
nized in many communities
and cities. Everything from
parades, to the ‘wearing of the
green’, to serving green beer
(they really add green coloring
to it!) to some places going as
far as dying rivers green, mark
the holiday of Ireland’s Patron
Saint. The biggest observance
of all is, of course, in Ireland.
Almost all businesses, with the
exception of restaurants and
pubs, close on the 17th of
March. Being a religious holi-
day as well, many attend
mass, where it is the tradition-
al day for offering prayers for
missionaries through out the
world, before the serious cele-
brating begins in earnest. So
who exactly was Saint Patrick?

True history and legend are
intertwined when it comes to
St. Patrick. It is known that he
was born in Scotland and was
kidnapped and sold in Ireland
as a slave. He became fluent
in the Irish language before
making his escape to the con-
tinent. Eventually he was
ordained as a deacon, then
priest and finally as a bishop.
Pope Celestine then sent him
back to Ireland to preach the
gospel. Evidently he was a
great traveler, especially in
Celtic countries, as innumer-
able places in Brittany,
Cornwall, Wales, Scotland and
Ireland are named after him.

Here it is where actually his-
tory and legend become diffi-
cult to separate.

Patrick is most known the
world over for having driven

the snakes from Ireland.
Different tales tell of his stand-
ing upon a hill, using a wooden
staff to drive the serpents into
the sea, banishing them
forever from the
shores of Ireland.
One legend says that
one old serpent resis-
ted, but the Saint over-
came it by cunning.
He is said to have
made a box and
invited the reptile to
enter. The snake
insisted the box
was too small
and the discus-
sion became
very heated.
Finally the snake
entered the box to
prove he was right,
where upon St
Patrick slammed the
lid and cast the box
into the sea. While it
is true there are no
snakes in Ireland,
chances are that there
never have been since the
time the island was separated
from the rest of the continent at
the end of the ice age. As in
many old pagan religious ser-
pent symbols were common,
and possibly even worshipped.
Driving the snakes from
Ireland was probably symbolic
of putting an end to that pagan
practice. While not the first to
bring Christianity to Ireland, it
was Patrick who encountered
the Druids at Tara and abol-
ished their pagan rights. He
converted the warrior chiefs
and princes, baptizing them
and thousands of their sub-
jects in the Holy Wells which
still bear that name. 

Saint Patrick, Apostle of
Ireland, born at Kilpatrick, near
Dumbarton, in Scotland, in the
year 387 A.D., and according

to tradition he died in 493 A.
D., and was buried in the same
grave as St. Bridget and St.
Columba, at Downpatrick,

County Down,
Ireland. The
jawbone of St.

Patrick was
p r e -

served in a
silver shrine and was often
requested in times of child-
birth, epileptic fits and as a

preservative against the evil
eye. Another legend says Saint
Patrick ended his days at
Glastonbury and was buried
there. The Chapel of St.
Patrick still exists as part of
Galstonbury Abbey. There is
evidence of an Irish pilgrimage
to his tomb during the reign of
the Saxon King Ine in 688 A.
D., when a group of pilgrims

headed by St. Indractus were
murdered.

The great anxiety displayed
in the middle ages to posses
the bodies, or at least the relics
of saints, accounts for the
many discrepant traditions as

to the burial places of
St. Patrick and

others. And
St. Patrick
and the
shamrock?

T h e
Shamrock, at

one time called
the “Seamroy”,
symbolizes the

cross and the Blessed
Trinity. Before the Christian era
it was a sacred plant of the
Druids of Ireland because its
leaves formed a triad. The well

known legend of the Shamrock
connects it definitely to St.
Patrick and his teaching.
Preaching in the open air on
the doctrine of the Trinity, he is
said to have illustrated the
existence of the Three in One
by plucking a shamrock from
the grass growing at his feet
and showing it to his congre-
gation. The legend of the
shamrock is also connected
with that of the banishment of
the serpent tribe from Ireland
by a tradition that snakes are
never seen on trefoil and that it
is a remedy against the stings
of snakes and scorpions. The
trefoil in Arabia is called sham-
rakh and was sacred in Iran as
an emblem of the Persian tri-
ads. The trefoil, as noted
above, being a sacred plant
among the Druids, and three
being a mystical number in the
Celtic religion as well as all
others, it is probable that St.
Patrick must have been aware
of the significance of his illus-
tration.

Adopted from the internet 
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St. Patrick’s Day



Investment tips for 2007 for all of you
with any money left.

Be aware of the next expected, mergers so that you can get in on the ground floor and make
some BIG bucks. Watch for these consolidations in 2007.

Hale Business Systems, Mary Kay Cosmetics, Fuller Brush, and W. R. Grace Co. will merge and
become: Hale, Mary, Fuller, Grace. 

Polygram Records, Warner Bros., and Zesta Crackers join forces and become: Poly, Warner
Cracker. 

3 M will merge with Goodyear and become: MMMGood. 

Zippo Manufacturing, Audi Motors, Dofasco, and Dakota Mining will merge and become: Zip Audi
DoDa. 

FedEx is expected to join its major competitor, UPS, and become: FEDUP. 

Fairchild Electronics and Honeywell Computers will become: Fairwell Honeychild. 

Grey Poupon and Docker Pants are expected to become: Poupon Pants 

Knotts Berry Farm and the National Organization of Women will become: Knott NOW! 
And Finally ---
9. Victoria’s Secret and Smith & Wesson will merge under the new name: Titty Titty Bang Bang.
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NEW PA LAW
REQUIREMENTS
Effective January 29, 2007 all motorists MUST
turn on their headlights whenever they use their
windshield wipers in inclement weather. This
new law applies when wipers are fully on or in
intermittent mode. Violators will be fined $25 but
fees/other costs will increase the amount to
$100!!!

Also, motorists will suffer substantial penalties if
snow or ice on their vehicle injures or kills some-
one. This is the first winter this law will be on the
books. Spread this information to all PA drivers
that you know. (This information was also pub-
lished in this past Sunday's Inquirer). Don't get a
ticket because you were not knowledgeable
about this new law. 
STAY INFORMED!



We in the United States have all
heard the haunting song, "Taps". It's
the song that gives us that lump in
our throats and usually tears in our
eyes.

But, do you know the story behind
the song? If not, I think you will be
interested to find out about its hum-
ble beginnings. 

Reportedly, it all began in 1862
during the Civil War, when Union
Army Captain
Robert Ellicombe
was with his men
near Harrison 's
Landing in Virginia
The Confederate Army
was on the other side
of the narrow strip of
land. 

During the night,
Captain Ellicombe
heard the moans of a sol-
dier who lay severely wounded on
the field. Not knowing if it was a
Union or Confederate soldier, the
Captain decided to risk his life and
bring the stricken man back for med-
ical attention. Crawling on his stom-
ach through the gunfire, the Captain
reached the stricken soldier and
began pulling him toward his
encampment. 

When the Captain finally reached
his own lines, he discovered it was
actually a Confederate soldier, but
the soldier was dead. 

The Captain lit a lantern and sud-
denly caught his breath and went

numb with shock. In the dim light,
he saw the face of the soldier. It was
his own son. The boy had been
studying music in the South when the
war broke out. Without telling his
father, the boy enlisted in the
Confederate Army. 

The following morning, heartbro-
ken, the father asked permission of
his superiors to give his son a full mil-
itary burial, despite his enemy status.

His request was only par-
tially granted. 

The Captain had asked
if he could have a group of

Army band members
play a funeral dirge
for his son at the
funeral. 

The request was
turned down since
the soldier was a

Confederate. 
But, out of respect for the father,

they did say they could give him only
one musician. 

The Captain chose a bugler. He
asked the bugler to play a series of
musical notes he had found on a
piece of paper in the pocket of the
dead youth's uniform. 

This wish was granted. 
The haunting melody, we now

know as "Taps" ... used at 
Military funerals was born.
The words are : 

Day is done.. 

Gone the sun. 
From the lakes. 
From the hills. 

From the sky. 
All is well. 
Safely rest. 
God is nigh. 

Fading light. 
Dims the sight. 
And a star. 
Gems the sky. 

Gleaming bright. 
From afar. 
Drawing nigh. 
Falls the night 

Thanks and praise. 
For our days. 
Neath the sun. 
Neath the stars. 
Neath the sky. 

As we go. 
This we know. 
God is nigh. 

I too have felt the chills while lis-
tening to "Taps" but I have never
seen all the words to the song until
now. I didn't even know there was
more than one verse. I also never
knew the story behind the song and I
didn't know if you had either so I
thought I'd pass it along. 

I now have an even deeper
respect for the song than I did before. 

Remember Those Lost and
Harmed While Serving Their
Country. And also those presently
serving in the Armed Forces. 

Adopted from the Internet
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Attention:
Military 
Veterans: 
We would like to honor to our resident military

veterans in our next issue of the Trails

Topics (April/May). If you would like to be

included in this tribute, please call the

Teepee office. Leave your name, phone

number, branch of Military and designated

War. We will get in touch with you to have a

group photo taken before the deadline of

March 2.

Taps


